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22 THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND BANK

in-Chief was ‘reluctantly compelled to the conclusion
that the High Sea Fleet had returned into port’, a con-
jecture which was confirmed by subsequent events.
Course was thereupon shaped for the distant British
bases, which were reached without further incident on
Friday, June 2. Fuel and ammunition were taken on
hoard, and at 9.30 p.m. the same evening the Fleet
was reported once more ready for action.

EY

NOTE TO THE SECOND EDITION

In response to the suggestion an Index of Ships,
Persons, and Fleet Squadrons and Flotillas has been
added.

The disgram on pages 17 and 38 hag been slightly
altered in order to conform to the intentional vagueness
of the dispatch.

The opportunity has hoen taken to corvect a few
verbal errors in the first edition, '

LR

Avevsr 1916

THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND BANK
May 3i-Juxe 1, 1916

I. ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JELLICOE'S
DISPATCH

Iron Duke,
24th June, 19161

Sm,—Be pleased to inform the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty that the German High Sea
Fleet was brought to action on 81st May, 1918, to
the westward of the Jutland Bank, off the coast of
Denmark,

The ships of the Grand Fleet, in pursuance of the
general policy of periodical sweeps through the
North Sea, had left its bases on the previous day,
in accordance with instructions issued by me.?

In the early afternoon of Wednesday, 31st May,
the 1st and 2nd Battle-cruiser Squadrons, 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd Light-cruiser Squadrons, and destroyers
from the 1st, 9th, 10th, and 13th Flotillasg,® sup-
ported by the 5th Battle Squadron, were, in accord-
ance with my directions, scouting to the southward

* The times throughout are Greenwich mean time,

1 The German semi-official communication of June 5 alleges:
*The German High Sea forces pushed forward in order to engage
portions of the British Fleet, which were repeatedly reported recently
to be off the south coast of Norway.’—T%e Pimes, June 6,

s Under the immedicte command of Vice-Admiral Sir David
Beatty.
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of the Battle Fleet, which was accompanied by the
3rd Battle-cruiser Squadron, lst and 2nd Cruiser
Squadrons, 4th Light-cruiser Squadron, 4th, 11th,
and 12th Flotillas.!

The junction of the Battle Flest with the scouting
force after the enemy had heen sighted was delayed
owing to the southerly course steered by our ad-
vanced force during the first hour after commencing
their action with the enemy battle-cruisers.? This
wag, of course, unavoidable, as had our battle-
cruisers not followed the enemy to the southward
the main fleets would never have been in contact.

The Battle-cruiser Fleet, gallantly led by Vice-
Admiral Sir David Beatty, K.C.B., M.V.0., D.S.0.,
and admirably supported by the ships of the Tifth
Battle Squadron ? under Rear-Admiral Hugh Evan-
Thomas, M.V.0., fought an action under, at times,
disadvantageous conditions, especially in regard to
light, in & manner that was in keeping with the best
traditions of the service.

[T'he enemy sighted|

The following extracts from the report of Sir
David Beatty give the course of events before the
Battle Fleet came upon the scene :—

¢ At 2.20 p.m. reports were veceived from Galaten ¢
(Commodore Edwyn 8. Alexander-Sinclair, M.V.0.,

1 Under the immediate command of Admiral Sir John Jellicoe.

? Sce Map 11, 3.30-4.40 p.m.

* Tour hattleships of the Queen Blizabeth class: Warspite, Valiant,
Barham, Malaya.

4 Light armoured cruiser, Arethuse class, 3,750 tons, 410 ft. long,
29 knots, 6-inch and lesser armement,
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A.D.C)), indicating the presence of enemy vessels.
The direction of advance was immediately altered
to SSE., the course for Horn Reef, so as to place
my force between the enemy and his base.!

‘At 2,36 p.m. a considerable amount of smoke
was sighted to the eastward. This made it clear
that the enemy was to the northward and eastward,?
and that it would be impossible for him to round
the Horn Reef without being brought to action.
Cowrse was accordingly altered to the eastward
and subsequently fo north-eastward, the enemy
being sighted at 8.31 p.m. Their force consisted
of five hattle-cruisers.

“ After the first report of the enemy, the Ist and
3rd Light-cruiser Squadrons changed their direction,
and, without waiting for orders, spread to the east,
thereby forming & screen in advance of the Battle-
crudser Squadrons and 5th Battle Squadron by the
time we had hauled up to the course of approach.?
They engaged enemy light-cruisers at long range.*
In the meantime the 2nd Light-cruiser Squadron

! Vice-Admiral Beabty’s Report states that he was * steering to the
northward to rejoin your [Sir John Jellicoe's] Flag * when the enemy’s
advent was signalled, his lighf-cruisers being disposed in a screen
ahead from E. to W. : the Gulalre was on the eastern or starboard
wing.

* The German semi-official coramunication locates the position at
‘some 70 miles off the Skager Rack’. 'The Hamburger Fremdenblatt's
semi-official © explanation’ defines it move closely as * 70 nauntical
miles to gouth-west of the Skager Rak’.—The Times, June 28.

% i.e. on an easbward course towards the enemy.

4 1AL 4.36, [ie. 2,41 pm., (1 M. T.] says the German semi-official
account, ¢ four small eruisers of the Calliope class were sighted by our
cruisers. 'The latter at once pursued the enemy, who ran away with
2]l gpeed northwards.’
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had come in at high speed,! and was able to take
station ahead of the battle-cruisers by the time we
turned to ESE., the course on which we first
engaged the enemy. In this respect the work of
the Light-cruiser Squadrons was excellent, and of
great value.

[Scouting by a seaplane]

¢ From a report from Galaten at 2.26 p.m. it was
evident that the enemy forece was considerable,
and not merely an isolated unit of light-cruisers, so
at 2.45 p.m. 1 ordered Engadine® (Lieutenant-
Commander C. G. Robinson) to send up a seaplane
and gcout to NNE. This order was carried out very
quickly, and by 3.8 p.m. a seaplane, with Flight
Lientenant F. J. Rutland, R.N., as pilot, and
Assistant Paymaster G. 8. Trewin, R.N., as observer,
was well under way ; her first reports of the enemy
were received in Engadine about 3.30 p.m. Owing
o clouds it was necessary to fly very low, and in
order to identify four enemy light-cruisers the sea-
plane had to fly at a height of 900 feet within
3,000 yards of them, the light-cruisers opening
fire on her with every gun that would bear. This
in no way interfered with the clarity of their reports,
and both Flight Lieutenant Rutland and Assistant
Paymaster Trewin are to be congratulated on their
achievement, which indicates that seaplanes under
such circumstances are of distinet value.

1 ¢, the German version, p. 25, note 4. z Seaplane earrier.
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[ Beatty begins the action]

¢ At 3.80 p.m. I increased speed to 25 knots, and
formed line of battle, the 2nd Battle-cruiser Squadron
forming astern of the lst Battle-cruiser Squadron,
with destroyers of the 13th and 9th Flotillas taking
station ahead. I turned to ESE., slightly converging
on the enemy, who were now at a range of 23,000
yards, and formed the ships on a line of hearing
to clear the smoke! The 5th Battle Squadron,
who had conformed to ouwr movements, were now
bearing NNW., 10,000 yards.* The visibility at
thizs time was good, the sun behind us and the
wind SE. Being between the enemy and his base,
our situation was both tactically and strategically
good.

‘At 3.48 p.m. the action commenced at a range
of 18,500 yards, both forces opening fire practically
simultaneously. Course was altered to the south-

1 i.e. diagonally astern of Lion, instead of her being in line ahead
of the squadron.

* This was the position of the British and German Battle-cruiser
Bquadrons at 3.30, when Loth went south on a parallel course ;-

St iﬂfﬁm German EuMejC;#%;.rs

5 . - !
{Evan Tll'?omas) 330 PM. - 9, 1A
Bafile Cruisers - Uqh?f.miserﬁ

6 shi y
(Bw' ;) I30.PM

N
T 5th Battie Squadron
zmaame::s r S oo
L APMY e
N Ihand 15 Flotillus ... - &
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ward, and subsequently the mean direction was
SSK., the enemy steering a parallel course distant
about 18,000 to 14,500 yards.!

[The Queen Elizabeths come info action]

‘At 4.8 p.m. the 5th Battle Squadron came into
action and opened fire at a range of 20,000 yards,
The enemy’s fire now seemed to slacken. The

! The German semi-official communication in the Hemburger
Fremdenblait offers a diagrom of the situation at this point: (1)=

Hipper's oruisers, (2) = the British lighf-cruisers in their alleged
northward flight, (3)=Beatty’s battle-cruisoers :

I

N

i 430

S

The plan ropresonts IHipper (1) as furning to meel Beatty. Cf,
Map II. The semi-official “cxplanation® states that on sighting
Beatty (8) ‘our cruisers take o course towards the new opponent,
this becoming a eourse towards the south’, 2 5,20 p.m., i.e. 3.26 p.m.,
G. M. T.
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destroyer Landrail! (Lieutenant-Commander Francis
E. H. G. Hobart), of 9th Flotilla, who was on our
port beam, trying to take station ahead, sighted
the periscope of a submarine on her port quarter,
Though causing counsiderable inconvenience from
smoke, the presence of Lydiard' (Commander
Malcolm Y. Goldsmith) and Landradl undoubtedly
preserved the battle-cruisers from closer submarine
attack. Nottingham? (Captain Charles B. Miller)
also reported a submarine on the starboard beam.

[A Destroyer Engagement]

‘ Eight destroyers?® of the 13th Flotilla, Negor
(Commander the Hon. Edward B. 8. Bingham),
Nomad (Lieutenant-Commander Paul Whitfield),
Nicator (Lieutenant Jack E. A. Mocatta), Narborough
{Lisutenant-Commander Geoffrey Corlett), Pelican
(Lieutenant-Commander Kenneth A. Beattie), Petard
(Lieutenant-Commander Evelyn C. O. Thomson),
Obdurate (Lieutenant-Commander Cecil H. H. Sams),
Nerissee (Lisutenant-Commander Montague C. B.
Legge), with Moorsom* (Commander John C. Hodg-
son),and Morris? (Lientenant-Commander Edward S.
Graham), of 10th Flotilla, Turbulent (Lisutenant-
Commander Dudley Stuart), and Termagent (Lieu-
tenant-Commander Cuthbert P. Blake), of the 9th
Flotilla, having been ordered to attack the enemy

1 Destroyers of the ‘L class, 965 tons, 20 knots, 4-inch armament.

z A light eruiser, Chatham type, 5,440 tons, 25 knots, 6-inch and
lesser armament.

3 Partioulers of these new vessels are not published.

¢ Displacoment 1,000 tons, 4-inch armament.
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with torpedoes when opportunity offered, moved out
at 4.15 p.n,, simultaneously with a similar move-
ment on the part of the enemy Destroyers, The
attack was carried out in the most gallant manner,
and with great determination. Before arriving at
a favourable position to fire torpedoes, they intex-
cepted an enemy force consisting of a light-cruiser
and fifteen destroyers. A fierce engagement ensued
at close quarters, with the result that the enemy
were forced to retire on their battle-cruisers, having
lost two destroyers sunk, and having their torpedo
attack frustrated. Our destroyers sustained no loss
in this engagement, but their attack on the cnemy
hattle-cruisers was rendered less effective, owing to
gsome of the destroyers having dropped astern during
the fight. Their position was therefore unfavourabie
for torpedo atback.

¢ Nestor, Nomad, and Nicator, gallantly led by
Commander the Hon. Edward B. S. Bingham, of
Nestor, pressed home their attack on the battle-
cruisers and fired two torpedoes at them, being
subjected to a heavy fire from the enemy’s secondary
armament. Nomad was badly hit, and apparently
remained stopped between the lines. Subsequently
Nestor and Nicaior altered course to the SE., and
in a short time, the opposing battle-cruigers baving
turned 16 points, found themselves within close
range of a numher of enemy battleships.® Nothing
daunted, though under a terrific fire, they stood on,
and their position being favourable for torpedo

! e, of Vice-Admiral von Sclicer’s approaching Battle Fleet,
exposed to view when Hipper’s battle-cruisers went about.
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attack, fired a torpedo at the second ship of the
enemy line at a range of 3,000 yards. Before they
could fire their fourth torpedo, Nestor was badly hit
and swung to starboard, Nicafor altering course
inside her to avoid collision, and thereby being
prevented from firing the last torpedo. Nicalor
made good her escape, and subsequently rejoined
the Captain (D), 13th Flotilla. Nestor remained
stopped, but was afloat when last seen.! Moorsom
also carried out an attack on the enemy’s battle
fleet.

© Petard, Nerissa, Turbulent, and Termagant also
pressed home their attack on the enemy bhattle-
eruisers, firing torpedoes after the engagement with
enemy destroyers. Pefard veports that all her
torpedoes must have crossed the enemy’s line, while
Nerissa states that one torpedo appeared to strike
the rear ship. These destroyer attacks were indica-
tive of the spirit pervading His Majesty’s Navy, and
were worbhy of its highest traditions. I propose to
bring to your notice a recommendation of Com-
mander Bingham and other Officers for some recog-
nition of their conspicuous gallantry.

‘ From 4.15 to 4.43 p.m. the conflict between the
opposing battle-cruisers was of a very fierce and
resolute character, The 5th Battle Squadron was
engaging the enemy’s rear ships, unfortunately at
very long range.  Our fire began to tell, the accuracy
and rapidity of that of the enemy depreciating con-
siderably. At 4.18 p.m. the third enemy ship was
geen to be on fire. The visibility to the north-

1 Nestor eventually sank.  Nomad also was lost.
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eastward had become considerably reduced, and the
outline of the ships very indistinet.!

[The German Buattle Fleet sighted]

¢ At 4.38 p.m. Southampton ® (Commodore William
E. Goodenough, M.V.0., A.D.Cl.) reported theenemy’s
Battle Fleet ahead. The destroyers were recalled,
and at 4.42 p.m. the enemy’s Battle Fleet was
sighted SE. Course was altered 16 points in sue-
cession to starboard, and ¥ proceeded on a northerly
course to lead them towards the Battle Fleet.* The
enemy hattle-cruisers altered course shortly after-
wards, and the action continued. Southampion,
with the 2nd Lighf-cruizer Squadron, held on to the
southward to observe, They closed to within

1 Of the action hetween 3.48-4.43 p.m. the German ‘explanation *
states, * Our cruisers have advanced to 13 kilometres from the Iinglish
battle-cruisers and destroyers, which meanwhile have moved south-
wards, and open fire on seutherly to south-easterly courses. In the
course of this fight two English battle-cruisers [Queen Mary, Inde-
fatigable] and o destroyer were sunk.’

2 A light cruiser, Chatham class, 5,400 tons, 25 knots, 6-inch and
lesser armament.

3 The German semi-official communication describes the situation
ab4.42 pom. : * Soon aftorwards [after the Queen Elizabeths oame into
sight] the German main force entered the fight. The enemy at once
turned to the north, and the five [sic] vessels of the Queen Elizabeth
class followed the English battle-cruisers,” It misrepresents the ohject
of Beatly’s movement ; © At the greatest speed the enemy attempted
to evade our extromely effective fire by assuming échelon formation,
trying therchy on an eastern course to overtake our advanced end
[of the line]. Our flect followed at top speed the movements of the
enemy. In the course of this phase of the fighting one cruisey of the
Achilles or Shanaon class and two destroyers were destroyed.” The
Hamburger Fremdenblait provides the following dingram of the turning

£ S Y ITE LR PR
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13,000 yards of the enemy Battle Fleet, and came
under a very heavy but ineffective fire. Southamp-
fon’s reports were most valuable, The 5th Battle
Squadron were now closing on an opposite course
and engaging the ememy battle-cruisers with all
guns, The position of the enemy Battle Fleet
wag communicated to them, and I ordered them to
alter course 16 points. Led by Rear-Admiral
Evan-Thomas, in Barham (Captain Arthur W.
Craig), this squadron supported us brilliantly and
effectively.

* At 4,57 p.m. the 5th Battle Squadron turned up
astern of me and came under the fire of the leading

movement : (1)=Hipper, {2) = Beatty, (3) = 5th Battle Squadvon
(Queen Elizabeths), (4)=Cerman Battle Fleet :—

I

N

)
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ships of the enemy Battle Fleet.l Fearless? (Captain
(D) Charles D. Roper), with the destroyers of 1st
Flotilla, joined the battle-cruisers, and, when speed
admitted, took station ahead. Champion * (Captain
(D) James U, Farie), with 13th Flotilla, took station
on the 5th Battle Squadron. At § p.m. the 1st and
3rd Light-cruiser Squadrons, which had been follow-
ing me on the southerly course, took station on my
starboard bow: the 2nd Light-cruiser Squadron
took station on my port quarter.?

‘ The weather conditions now became unfavour-
able, our ships being silhouetted against a clear
horizon to the westward, while the enemy were for
the most part obscured by mist, only showing up
clearly at intervals. These conditions prevailed
until we had turned their van at about 6 p.m.

1 Evan-Thomasg, in Beatty’s rear on the sonthward course, would
meet Beatty and Hipper when the course was changed to the north.
He engaged the latter as he passed him on his port bow, and then,
altering course 16 points, i. e. putting about, turned up astern of
Beatty and engaged the German Battle Fleet on a parallel course to
starboard. See note 4, infra.

2 Light cruiser, Boadicea class, 3,440 tons, 26 knots, 4-inch and
lesser armament

* Flotilla leader.

1 Beatty’s formation was as follows :—

\ 1¥ond 38 Light Cruiser Squadrons

5 PM 15 Batle Cruiser Sguaditn
2 Light Cruiser fd . :
Souadron 34 Batie Squadron
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Between 6 and 6 p.m. the action continued on a
northerly course, the range being about 14,000 yards,
During this time the enemy received very severe
punishment, and one of their battle-cruisers quitted
the line in a considerably damaged condition. This
came under my personal observation, and was corro-
borated by Princess Royal' (Captain Walter H.
Cowan, M.V.0., D.8.0.) and Tger 2 (Captain Henry
B. Pelly, M.V.0.). Other enemy ships also showed
signs of increasing injury. At 5.5 p.m. Onslow?
(Lieutenant-Commander John C. Tovey) and Mores-
by ? (Lieutenant-Commander Roger V. Alison), who
had been detached to assist Engadine with the sea-
plane, rejoined the battle-cruiser squadrons and
took station on the starboard (engaged) bow of
Ldion* (Captain Alired E. M, Chatfield, C,V.0.).
At 5.10 p.m. Moresby, being 2 points before the beam
of the leading enemy ship, fired a torpedo at a ship
in their line. Kight minutes later she ohserved
a hit with a torpedo on what was judged to be the
sixth ship in the line. Moresby then passed between
the lines to clear the range of smoke, and rejoined
Champion. In corroborvation of this, Fearless re-
ports having seen an enemy heavy ship heavily on
fire at about 5.10 p.m., and shortly afterwards a huge
cloud of smoke and steam.

‘At 535 p.n. our course was NNE., and the

! Battle-cruiser, 26,350 tons, 860 ft. long, 28] knots, 13-5inch and
lesger armament.

* Battle-erniser, 27,000 tons, 860 ft. long, 284 knots, 13-5 inch and
lesser armament. 3 Destroyer.

¢ Beatty’s Flagship. Same class as Princess Royal: sce note 1
supra.

¢2
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estimated position of the Battle Fleet was N. 16 W,
so we gradually hauled to the north-eastward, keep-
ing the range of the enemy at 14,000 yards, He was
gradually hauling to the eastward, receiving severe
punishment at the head of his line, and probably
acting on information received from his light-
cruisers which had sighted and were engaged with
the Third Battle-cruiser Squadron.! Possibly Zeppe-
ling were present also.

{The Batile Fleet in sight]

* At 5.50 p.m, British eruisers were sighted on the
port bow, and at 5.56 p.m, the leading battleships
of the Battle Fleet, bearing north 5 miles.? T there-
upon altered course to east, and proceeded at
utmost speed. This brought the range of the enemy
down to 12,000 yards. I made a report to you that
the enemy baitle-cruisers bore south-east. At this
time only three of the cneiny battle-cruisers were
visible, closely followed by battleships of the Koenig
clags.®

! The advanced squadron of the Battle Fleet, unider Heod.

* i e. five miles distant to the north.

3 The semi-official ‘ explanation® in the Hamburger Fremdenblufl
gives the following version of the situation deseribed by Admiral
Beatty, with an explanatory diagram :

‘ The five [sic] big ships of the Qucen Elizebeth class have attached
themselves to the encmy cruisers. The whole combined German
fleet (1)is now steering northwards, and in faco of its attack the enemy
(2) immediately turns away to the north, and attempts at the highest
speed to escape from our extremely effective fire, and at the same
time, with an easterly course, and employing its speed, which is
superior to that of our fleet as a whole, to pass (3) the head of our line,
while the German Battleship Squadron in the rear of the line cannot
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[The Onslow in action]

* At about 6.5 p.m. Onslow, being on the engaged
bow of Lion, sighted an enemy light-cruiser at
a distance of 6,000 yards from us, apparently
endeavouring to attack with torpedoes. Onslow at
once closed and engaged her, firing 58 rounds at
a range of from 4,000 to 2,000 yards, scoring & num-
ber of hits. Onslow then closed the enemy battle-

yet gebinto aotion with the enemy. OQur fleef, the cruisers still lead-
ing, foilows the movement of the enemy at highest speed. An Eng-
lish cruiser of the Achilles class and two deastroyers are sunk, This
period of the battle lasts some two and & half hows.

m

N

Vs

Meanwhile, there approaches from the north, presumably coming
from Norwegian waters, the English main force, consisting of more
than 20 battleships (4).”

The oourse of the German flest is purposely drawn to suggesh
its valiant assault upon an overwhelmingly powerful enemy.
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cruisers, and orders wore given for all torpedoes to
be fired. Af this moment she wasg struck amidships
by a heavy shell, with the result that only one
torpedo was fired. Thinking that all his torpedoes
had gone, the Commanding Officer proceeded to
retire at slow speed, Being informed that he still had
three torpedoes, he closed with the light-cruiser
previously engaged and forpedoed her. 'The enemy’s
Battle Ileet was then sighted, and the remaining
torpedoes were fired at them and must have crossed
the enemy’s track. Damage then caused Onslow
to stop.

“ At 7.15 p.m. Defender ! (Lieutenant-Commander
Lawrence R. Palmer), whose speed had been reduced
to 10 knots, while on the disengaged side of the
battle-cruisers, by a shell which damaged her fore-

See Map 1L The posilion at 6 p.m. was as follows, spproxinately —

Brish
Baille Fleet
{Jellicoey .
HPM Srd Batle Cruiser Squadron

G PM.

Sth Babtle
Sguadron
6PM

‘L Batle
4, Cruisers, 1w 2nd Sgdns
b, 6PM
g

G

%
German s
Baltle Cruisers 625 FM
6 PM, Eremy’s leading
CGerman 3hip burns Wof 5
Battle Fleet

! Destroyer of the 1’ class, 762 tons, 27 knots, 4-inch and lesser
armament.
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most boiler, closed Onslow and took her in tow.
Shells were falling all round them during this
operation, which, however, was successfully accom-
Plished. During the heavy weather of the ensuing
night the tow parted twice, but was re-secured.
The two struggled on together until 1 p.m. 1st June,
when Onslow was transferred to tugs. I consider
the performances of these two destroyers to be
gallant in the extreme, and I am recommending
Lieutenant-Commander J. C. Tovey, of Onslow, and
Lieutenant-Commander L. R. Palmer, of Defender,
for special recognition. Onslow was possibly the
destroyer referred to by the Rear-Admiral Com-
manding 3rd Light Cruiser Squadron as follows :—

‘ ““ Here I should like to bring to your notice the
action of a destroyer (name unknown) which we
passed close in a disabled condition soon after 6 p.m.
She apparently was able to struggle ahead again,
and made straight for the Derfflingerto attack her.”’

Proceedings of Baitle Fleet and Thivd Cruiser
Squadron

On receipt of the information that the enemy had
been sighted, the DBritish Battle Fleet, with its
accompanying cruiser and destroyer force, proceeded
at full speed on a SE. by 8. course to close the Battle-
cruiser Fleet. During the two hours that elapsed
before the arrival of the Battle Fleet on the scene
the steaming qualities of the older battleships were

t Battle-oruiser, 26,200 tons, 689 ft. long, 26} knois, 12-inch and
lesser armament.
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severely tested. Great credit is due to the engine-
room departments for the manner in which they, as
always, responded to the call, the whole Fleet main-
taining a speed in excess of the trial speeds of some
of the older vessels.

-[Hood reinforces Bealiy)

The Third Battle-cruiser Squadron, commanded
by Rear-Admiral the Hon. Horace L. A. Hood, C.B.,
M.V.0., D.B.0., which was in advance of the Battle
Fleet, was ordered to reinforce Sir David Beatty.!
At 5.30 p.m. this squadron observed flashes of gun-
fire and heard the sound of guns to the south-
westward., Rear-Admiral Hood sent the Chester
{Captain Robert N. Lawson) to investigate, and this
ship engaged three or four enemy light-cruisers at
about 5.456 p.m. The engagement lasted for about
twenty minutes, during which period Captain
Lawson handled his vessel with great skill against
heavy oddsg, and, although the ship suffered con-
siderably in casualties, her fighting and steaming
qualities were unimpaired, and at about 6.5 p.m.
she rejoined the Third Battle-cruiser Squadron,

The Third Battle-cruiser Squadron had turned
to the north-westward, and at 6.10 p.m. sighted our
battle-cruisers, the squadron taking station ahead
of the Lion at 6.21 p.m. in accordance with the orders
of the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle-cruiser
Flect. He reports as follows :—

‘I ordered them to take station ahead, which

L Hood eventually took station ahead of Beatty in Lion.
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wag carried out magnificently, Rear-Admiral Hood
bringing his squadron into action ahead in a most
inspiring manner, worthy of his great naval ancestors,
At 6.28 p.m. 1 altered course to the KSTE. in support
of the Third Battle-cruiser Squadron, who were at
this time only 8,000 yards from the enemy’s leading
ship. They were pouring a hot fire into her and
cauged her to turn to the westward of south. At
the same time I made a report to you of the bearing
and distance of the enemy battle-fleet.’ !

‘By 6.50 p.m. the battle-cruisers were clear of
our leading battle squadron then bearing about

! Map, p. 38, elucidates $he situation 5.50-6.25 p.m. At §5.50
Hood’s Third Battle-cruizer Squadron was sighted by Beatty and
proclaimed the advent of the Battle Fleet. Simultancously the whole
German fleet began to go about with an eye to its home ports.
To head it off and to elear the path for Jellicoe’s battleships, Beatty
steamed eastward and then sonth-eastward, Hood at 6.21 taking
station ahead of Lion in that operation. From 7 p.m. the two fleets
wers on o parallel south-westerly course, Beatty (leading the new
course) and Jellicoe standing between the Germans and their bases.

The position at 7 p.m. was as follows i —

B Indction from 617 DBZOFM Ban'i’eh#zet
i o rariges of 5060 to ieaoq yds 7 PM.
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NNW. 3 miles, and I ordered the Third Battle-cruiser
Squadron fo prolong the line astern and reduced to
18 knots. 'The visibility at this time was very
indifferent, not more than 4 miles, and the enemy
ships were temporarily lost sight of. It is interesting
to note that after 6 p.m., although the visibility
became reduced, it was undoubtedly more favourable
to us than to the enemy. At intervals their ships
showed up clearly, enabling us to punish them very
severely and establish a definite superiority over
them. From the report of other ships and my own
observation it was clear that the enemy suffered
considerable damage, battle-cruisers and battleships
alike. The head of their line was crumpled up,
leaving battleships as targets for the majority of
our battle-cruisers. Before leaving us the Tifth
Battle Squadron was also engaging battleships.!
The report of Rear-Admiral Evan-Thomas shows
that excellent results were obtained, and it can be
safely said that his magnificent squadron wrought
great execution.

‘From the report of Rear-Admiral T. D. W.
Napier, M.V.0., the Third Light-cruiser Squadron,
which had maintained its station on our starboard
bow well ahead of the enemy,? at 6.25 p.m. attacked
with the torpedo. Falmouth?® (Captain John D.
Edwards) and Yarmouth® (Captain Thomas D.
Pratt) both fired torpedoes at the leading enemy
battle-cruiser, and it is believed that one torpedo

! Sec paragraph 3 on p. 46.

? See diagram, p. 34.

3 Light cruiser, 5,250 tons, 25 knots, 6-inch and lesser armament,.
! Light cruiser, of Falmouth class. See preceding note.
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hit, as a heavy underwater explosion was observed.
The Third Light-cruiser Squadron then gallantly
attacked the heavy ships with gunfire, with impunity
to themselves, thercby demonstrating that the
fighting efficiency of the enemy had been seriously
impaired. Rear-Admiral Napier deserves great
credit for his determined and effective attack.
Indomitable ! (Captain Francis W. Kennedy) reports
that about this time one of the Derfllinger ? class fell
out of the enemy’s line.’

[The Batile Fleet arrives]

Meanwhile, at 5.456 p.m., the report of guns had
become gudible to me, and at 5,65 p.m. flashes were
visible from ahead round to the starboard beam?
although in the mist no ships could be distinguished,
and the position of the enemy’s battle fleet could not
be determined. The difference in estimated position
by ‘reckoning’ between Iron Duke4 (Captain
Frederic C. Dreyer, C.B.) and Lion,® which was
inevitable under the circumstances, added to the
uncertainty of the general situation.

Shortly after 5,55 p.m. some of the cruisers ahead,
under Rear-Admirals Herbert L. Heath, M.V.O.,

1 Battle-orniser, 17,250 tons, 530 ft. long, 26 knots, 12-inch and
lesser armament.

 Battle-cruiser, 26,200 tons, 689 ft. long, 26} knots, 12-inch and
lesser armament.

¥ i. e. over an angle of 90° on the line of course.

1 Battleship, 25,000 tons, 845 t. long, 22 knots, 13-5-inch and lesser
srmament.  Admiral Jellicoe’s flagship.

¢ Batfle-cruiser, 26,360 tons, G660 ft. long, 28] knots, 13-5-inch and
lesser armament. Vice-Admiral Beatty’s flagship.
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and Sir Robert Arbuthnot, Bt., M.V.O,, were seen
to be in action, and reports received show that
Defence flagship (Captain Stanley V. Ellis), and
Warrior @ (Captain Vincent B. Molteno), of the
First Cruiser Squadron, engaged an enemy light-
cruiser at this time. She was subsequently observed
to sink.

At 6 pm., Canterbury® (Captain Percy M. R.
Royds), which ship was in company with the Third
Battle-cruiser Sguadron, had engaged enemy light-
cruisers which were firing heavily on the torpedo-
hoat destroyer Shark* (Commander Loftus W,
Jones), Acaste 5 (Lisutenant-Commander John O.
Barron), and Christopher ® (Lisutenant-Commander
Tairfax M. Kerr); as a result of this engagement
the Shark was sunk.

At 6 p.m. vessels, afterwards seen to be our
hattle-cruisers, weve sighted by Marlborough ¢ bear-
ing before the starboard beam of the battle fleet.

At the same time the Vice-Admiral Commanding,
Battle-cruiser Fleet, reported to me the position of
the enemy battle-cruisers, and at 6,14 p.m. reported
the position of the enemy battle fleet.

At this period, when the battle fleet was meeting
the hattle-cruisers and the Fifth Battle Squadron,

t Armoured cruiser, 14,600 tons, 490 f. long, 23 knots, 9-2-inch
and lesser armament.

* Armoured eruiser, 13,560 tons, 480ft. long, 23 knots, 9-2-inch and
{esser armanment,

* Light cruiser.

1 Destroyer, ‘ K ' class, 935 tons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.

& Of sameo class as Shavk.

¢ Battleship, 25,000 tons, 645 ft, long, 22 knots, 13-5-inch and lesser
armament.
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great care was necessary to ensure that our own
ships were not mistaken for enemy vessels,

[The Bottie Fleet deploys]

I formed the battle fleet in line of battle on receipt
of Sir David Beatty’s report, and during deploy-
ment the fleets became engaged. Sir David Beatty
had meanwhile formed the battle-cruisers ahead of
the battle-fleet.

The divisions of the battle fleet were led by :

The CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,

Vice-Admiral Sig Ceom. Brewey, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.

Vice-Admiral Siz Tromas Jerram, K.C.B.

Vice-Admiral Sir Doveroxn StorbpER, Bt
K.C.B., CV.0, CM.G.

Rear-Admiral Arexanper L. Durr, (.B.

Rear-Admiral Arruaur C. Levesow, C.B.

Rear-Admiral Ernest F. A, Gavnrt, CM.G.

At 6.16 p.m. Defence and Warrior were observed
passing down between the British and German
Battle Fleets under a very heavy fire. Defence
disappeared, and Warrior passed to the rear dis-
abled ! :

It iz probable that Sir Robert Arbuthnot,
during his engagement with the enemy’s light-
cruigers and in his desire to complete their destruc-
tion, was not aware of the approach of the enemy’s
heavy ships, owing to the mist, until he found

1 Both were of Arbuthnot’s Cruiser Squadron, and were lost.
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himself in close proximity to the main fleet, and
before he could withdraw his ships they were caught
under a heavy fire and disabled. 1t is not known
when Black Princel {Captain Thomas P. Bonham),
of the same squadron, was sunk, but a wireless
signal was received from her between 8 and @ p.m.

The First Battle Squadron became engaged
during deployment, the Vice-Admiral opening fire
at 6.17 p.m. on a battleship of the Kaiser? class.
The other Battle Squadrons, which had previously
been firing at an enemy light cruiser, opened fire at
6.30 p.m. on battleships of the Koenig class.®

At 6.8 p.m. the Rear-Admiral Commanding
Tifth Battle Squadron, then in company with the
battle-cruisers, had sighted the starboard wing-
division of the battle-fleet 4 on the port bow of
Barham,® and the first intention of Rear-Admiral
Evan-Thomas was to form ahead of the remainder
of the battle-fleet, but on realizing the direction of
deployment he was compelled to form astern, a
manceuvre which was well executed by the squadron
under a heavy fire from the enemy battle-fleet.

' Armoured cruiger, 13,650 tons, 480 ft. long, 23 knots, 9-2-inch
and lesger armament, of Arbuthnot’s Squadron.

* Battleship, 24,700 tons, 204 knots, 12-inch and lesser armament.

* Battleship, 25,800 tons, 204 knots, 12-inch (? 14-inch) and lesser
armament.

¢+ See Map II, 6 p.m.

* Battleship, 27,600 tons, 26 knots, 15-inch and lesser armament.

¢ Op first sighting the Battle Fleet on his port (left) bow, Rear-
Admiral Evan-Thomas assumed that it wonld continue its then
course, and by altering his own to starboard proposed to place
his squadron ahead of it. In fact, the Battle Fleet altered cowrse

to eastward (see Map I, 6 p.m.) and compelled Evan-Thomas to
fall in astern, so that scon after 7 o’clock Beatty's squadrons were
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An accident to Warspite’s1 steering gear caused
her helm to become jammed temporarily and took
the ship in the direction of the enemy’s line,
during which time she was hit several times.
Clever handling enabled Captain Edward M. Phill-
potts to extricate his ship from a somewhat awkward
situation.

Owing principally to the mist, but partly to the
smoke, it was possible to see only a few ships at
a time in the enemy’s battle line. Towards the van
only some four or five ships were ever visible at
once. More could be seen from 2 the rear squadron,
but never more than eight to twelve?

The action between the battle-fleets lasted inter-
mittently from 6.17 p.m. to 8.20 p.n. at ranges
between 9,000 and 12,000 yards, during which time
the British Fleet made alterations of course from
SE. by E. to W. in the endeavour to close. The
enemy constantly turned away and opened the range
under cover of destroyer attacks and smoke screens
as the effect of the British fire was felt, and the
alterations of course had the effect of bringing the
British Fleet (which commenced the action in
a position of advantage on the bow of the enemy)
leading Jellicoe and Evan-Thomeas on a common course. See
diagram, p. 41.

! Battleship, Queen Elizabeth class. Seo note 5, p. 46.

3§, e. of the rear squadren of von Scheer’s retreating Battlo Fieet.

¢ When the British Battle Fleet came into action between 6-7 p.m.,
Peatty’s heading-off movement sent the whole German Fleot abhout
on & SW. course. Scheer’s Battle Fleet would he in the rear of
the procession, but at a distance and in climatic conditions that

enabled it to eseape a deoisive encounter with Jellicoe’s big ships,
which were endeavouring to close, i. e. join action.
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to a quarterly bearing from the enemy battle line,
but at the same time placed us between the enemy
and his bases.

At 6.55 p.m. Iron Duke passed the wreclk of
Invineible 2 (Captain Acthur 1. Cay), with Badger®
(Commander C. A. Fremantle) standing by.

During the somewhat brief periods that the ships
of the High Sea Fleet were visible through the mist,
the heavy and effective fire kept up by the hattle-
ships and battle-cruisers of the Grand Fleet caused
me much satisfaction, and the enemy vessels were
seen t0 be constantly hit, some being observed to
haul out of the line and at least one to sink.
The enemy’s retwrn fire at this period was not
effective, and the damage cansed fo our ships was
insignificant.

! See Map IL; Rcheer at 8.15, Jellicoe at 8.10 p.m. The German
semi-official account cautiously says little of tho battle from the
moment that Scheer headed for home: ‘Soon afterwards fresh
strong enemy forces appeared from the north, consisting, as was soon
established, of more than 20 cnemy battleships of the latest con-
struction. As the hoad of our line temporarily came under five from
both sides [Beatty and Jellicoe] our line was turned round to a west-
erly course. Simultaneously torpedo-boat flotiltas were sent against
the enemy. They attacked with great spirit and visible success,
three times running into this seebor. . . . The battle against superior
British forces lasted until derkness fell.” The Hamburger Fremden-
blatl's diagram end cxplanstion are given infra, note 2, p. 52.

2 Battle-cruiser, 17,250 tons, 530 ft. long, 26 knots, 12-inch and
lesser armament.

4 Destroyer, class * 17, 799 tons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.

AT, b i r——

——
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The Battle-cruisers in the Van.
Sir David Beatty reports :—

“At 7.6 pm. I received a signal from you that
the course of the Fleet was south. Subsequently
signals were received up to 8.46 p.m. showing that
the course of the Battle Fleet was to the south-
westward,

‘Between 7 and 7.12 p.n. we hauled round
gradually to SW. by 8. to regain touch with the
enemy, and at 7.14 p.m. again sighted them at
a range of about 15,000 yards. The ships sighted
at this time were two battle-cruisers and two battle-
ships, apparently of the Koenig class. No doubt
more continued the line to the northward,! but that
was all that could be seen. The visibility having
improved considerably as the sun descended below
the clouds, we re-engaged at .17 p.m. and increased
speed to 22 knots. At 7.32 p.m. my course was
SW., speed 18 knots, the leading enemy battleship
bearing NW. by W. Again, after a very short time,
the enemy showed signs of punishment, one ship
being on fire, while another appeared to drop right
astern. The destroyers at the head of the enemy’s
line emitted volumes of grey smoke, covering their
capital ships as with a pall, under cover of which
they turned away, and at 7.45 p.m. we lost sight
of them.

* At 7.58 p.m. I ordered the First and Third Light-
cruiser Squadrons to sweep to the westward and

i e in the rear of the German fleet on its south-western
course.

D
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locate the head of the enemy’s line, and at 8.20 p.m,
we altered comrse to west in support.! We zoon
located two battle-cruisers and hattleships, and
were heavily engaged at a short range of about
10,000 yards. The leading ship was hit repeatedly
by Lion, and turned away eight points, emitting
very high flames and with a heavy list to port,
Princess Royal ¢ set fire to a three-funnelled baftle-
ship.  New Zealand3 (Captain John F. E. Green)
and Indomitable * report that the third ship, which
they both engaged, hauled out of the line, heeling
over and on fire. The mist which now came down
enveloped them, and Falmouth & reported they were
lagt seen at 8.38 p.m. steaming to the westward.

* At 8.40 p.m., all our hattle-cruisers felt a heavy
shock as if struck by a mine or torpedo, or possibly

! Thesituationat 8.20 p.m. isrepresented in the following diagram:

,
T German Fleet

820 PM
British
Baltle Flget

British BatHe Cruisers

At 524 P the Balle Criisers
fareed Eof §

2 Battle-cruiser, 26,350 tons, 660 {t. long, 28 lnots, 13-6-inch and
lesser armament.

3 Battle cruiser, 18,800 tons, 555 ft. long, 26 knots, 12-inch and
lesser armament.

4 Battle-crnisor, 17,250 tons, 530 ft., 26 knots, 12-inch and lesser
armament.

5 Light eruiser, 5,250 tons, 25 knots, 6-inch and lesser armament,
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sunken wreckage. As, however, examination of the
bottoms reveals no sign of such an occurrence, it is
assumed that it indicated the blowing up of a great
vessel.

*I continued on a south-westerly course with my
light cruisers spread unti! 9.24 p.m. Nothing
further being sighted, I assumed that the enemy
were to the north-westward, and that we had
established ourselves well between him and his base,
Minotaur 1 (Captain Arthur C. 8. H. D’Aeth) was
at thiz time bearing north 5 miles, and I asked her
the position of the leading batile squadron of the
Battle Fleet. Her reply was that it was not in
sight, but was last seen bearing NNE. I kept you
informed of my position, course, and speed, also of
the bearing of the enemy.

‘In view of the gathering darkness, and the fact
that our strategical position was such as to make it
appear certain that we should locate the enemy at
daylight under most favourable civcumstances, I did
not consider it desirable or proper to close the
enemy Battle Fleet during the dark hours. I there-
fore concluded that I should be carrying out your
wishes by turning to the course of the Fleet, report-
ing to you that I had done so.’?

! Armoured cruiser, 14,600 tons, 490 ft. Jong, 23 knots, 9-2-inch and
lesser armament.

* Beatty’s meaning is clear from Map II, Zren Duke 9 p.m., Lion
9.24 pa. In a later paragraph, * Night Dispositions’, Jellicoe
explaing his reasons for the altered course to which Beatty conformed
at 0.24 p.m. Bee infra, p. 57.

D2
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Details of Baitle-Fleet Action

As was anticipated, the German Fleet appeared
to vely very much on torpedo attacks, which were
favoured by the low visibility and by the fact that
we had arrived in the position of a ‘following * or
‘ chasing ’ fleet. A large number of torpedoes were
apparently fired, but only one took effect (on M arl-
borough),! and even in this case the ship was able
to remain in the line and to continue the action.
The enemy’s efforts to keep out of effective gun
range were aided by the weather conditions, which
were ideal for the purpose. Two separate destroyer
attacks were made by the enemy.?

1 Battleship, 25,000 tons, 645 {t, long, 22 knots, 13-5 inch and lesser

armament. . .
s The Hamburger Fremdenblait gives the following diagram of the

V.

N
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The First Battle Squadron, under Vice-Admiral
Sir Cecil Burney, came into action at 6.17 p.m. with
the enemy’s Third Battle Squadron, at a range of
about 11,000 yards, and administered severe punish-
ment, both to the battleships and to the battle-
cruisers and light-cruisers, which were also engaged.
The fire of Marlborough (Captein George P. Ross)
was particularly rapid and effective. This ship com-
menced at 6,17 p.m, by firing seven salvoes!at aship
of the Kaiser class, then engaged a cruiser, and
again a hattleship, and at 6.54 she was hit by
a torpedo and took up a considerable list to star-
board, but reopened at 7.3 p.m. at a cruiser and

situation from the arrival of Jellicoe upon the seene. Tt is in fact
wholly fietitions, and is intended to support the assertion that by an
inferior German fleet ‘the Englich Main ¥Fleet is driven away to the
cast {sic], whence it will afterwards have taken o uorth-westerly
oourse homewards.”

‘ Towards 10 o’clock [i.e. 8.6 p.m. Greenwich mean time] all the
German ships (1) are together facing the whole English Fleet. At
a distance of some 15 nantical miles the battle now pursues its course
eastwards. While the English Cruiser Fleet (2) continues ity attempts
to catch up the head of our line, Admiral Jellicoc is striving to pub
himself with his large battleships (3) like the eross of a T in front of
the head of our line, As the head of our line thus comes for a time
under fire from both sides, Admiral Scheer throws the German
line round on to a westerly convse, and at the same time our torpedo-
bout flotillas {marked with triangles in the sketch) nre ordered to
attack tho enemy, and they do so three times in succession with
aplendid vigour and visible success. A number of the large English
battleships suffer severe damage, and one sinks hefore our eyes. By
these attacks the English Main Fleet iz driven away to the east,
whence it will afterwards have taken a north.westerly course
homewards.”

Comparing the diagram with Map LI it will bo noticed that the
German account deliberately falsifies the chart of the battle after
the point marked 6.15 p.m. on Scheer’s course in Map 11,

! i e, broadsides.
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at 7.12 p.n. fired fourteen rapid salvoes at a ship
of the Koenig class, hifting her frequently until she
turned out of the line. The manner in which this
effective fire was kept up in spite of the disadvan-
tages due to the injury caused by the torpedo was
most creditable to the ship and a very fine example
to the squadron,

The range decreased during the course of the action
to 9,000 yards. The First Battle Squadron received
more of the enemy’s return fire than the remainder
of the battle-fleet, with the exception of the Kifth
Battle Squacdron. Colossus ! (Captain Alfred D. P, R,
Pound) was hit, but was not seriously damaged, and
other ships were straddled with fair frequency.?

In the Fourth Battle Squadron—in whichsquadron
my flagship Iron Duke was placed—Vice-Admiral Sir
Doveton Sturdee leading one of the divisions-—the
enemy engaged wasthesquadron consisting of K cenig
and Kaiser class® and some of the battle-cruisers, as
well as disabled cruisers and light-cruisers. The mist
rendered range-taking a difficult matter, but the five
of the squadron was effective. Ivon Duke, having
previously fired at a light-cruiser hetween the lines,
opened fire at 6.30 p.m. on a battleship of the
Koenig class at a range of 12,000 yards. The latter
was very quickly straddled, and hitting commenced
at the second salvo and only ceased when the target

1 Battleship, 20,000 tons, 510 ft. Jong, 21 knots, 12-inchand lesser
armament,

¢ i.e. shote were falling on both sides of the ship, but not hitting her.

3 The hattleships of the Koenig class are, or were, Grosser Kurfirel,
Kronpring, Markgraf ; and of the Kaiser class, Friedrich der Grosse,
Pringregent Lustpold, Kéoniy Albert, Kadserin,
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ship turned away. The rapidity with which hitting
was established was most creditable to the excellent
gunnery organization of the flagship, so ably com-
manded by my Flag-Captain, Captain Frederic C.
Dreyer.

The fire of other ships of the squadron was prinei-
pally directed at enemy battle-cruisers and cruisers
as they appeared out of the mist. Hits were
observed to take effect on several ships.

The ships of the Second Battle Squadron, under
Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Jerram, were in action
with vessels of the Kaiser or Koenig classes between
6.30 and 7.20 p.m., and fired also at an enemy battle-
cruiser which had dropped back apparently severely
damaged.

During the action between the battle fleets the
Second Cruiser Squadron, ably commanded by
Rear-Admiral Herbert L. Heath, M.V.0., with the
addition of Duke of Edinburgh' (Captain Henry
Blackett) of the First Cruiser Squadron, occupied
a position at the van, and acted as a connecting
link between the battle fleet and the battle-cruiser
fleet. This squadron, although it carried out useful
work, did not have an opportunity of coming into
action,

The attached cruisers Boadicea ® (Captain Louis
C. S. Woollcombe, M.V.0.), Active® (Captain Percy
Withers), Blanche* {Captain John M. Casement),

! Armoured eruiser, 13,550 tons, 480 If. long, 23 knots, 9-2-inch
and lesser armement,

? Light cruiger, 8,380 tons, 26 knots, 4-inch and lesser armament.

3 Light oruiger, 3,440 tons, 26 knots, 4-inch and lesser armament.
¢ Light cruiser, 3,350 tons, 26 knots, 4-inch and lesser armament.
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and Bellona ! (Captain Arthur B. S. Dutton) carried
out their duties as repeating-ships ? with remarkable
rapidity and. accuracy under difficult conditions.

The Fourth Light-cruiser Squadron, under Com-
modore Charles E. Le Mesurier, ocoupied a position
in the van until ordered to attack enemy destroyers
at 7.20 p.n., and again at 818 p.m., when they
supported the Eleventh Flotilla, which had moved
out under Commodore James R. P. Hawksley,
M.V.0., to attack. On each occasion the TFourth
Light-cruiser Squadron was very well handled by
Commodore Le Mesurier, his captains giving him
excellent support, and their object was attained,
although with some loss in the second attack, when
the ships came under the heavy fire of the enemy
hattle fleet at between 6,500 and 8,000 yards. The
Calliope 3 (Commodore Le Mesurier) was hit several
times, but did not sustain serious damage, although
I regret to say she had several casualties. The
light-cruigers attacked the enemy’s battleships with
torpedoes at this time, and an explosion on board
a ship of the Kaiser class was seen at 8.40 p.m.

During these destroyer attacks four enemy tor-
pedo-boat destroyers were sunk by the gun-fire of
battleships, light-cruisers, and destroyers.

After the arrival of the British Battle Fleet the
enemy’s tactics were of a nature generally to avoid
further action, in which they were favoured by the
conditions of visibility.*

t Light oruiser, 3,300 tons, 26 knots, 4-inch #nd lesser armament.

® i.e. repeating signals, clouded by smoke, &e., to ships astern of
the flagship.

4 Flotilla leader.

! Compare with thigstatement the Germansemi-official ‘explanation’
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Night dispositions.

At 8 p.m, the enemy was entirely out of sight,
and the threat of torpedo-boat-destroyer attacks
during the rapidly approaching darkness made it
necessary for me to dispose the fleet for the night,

quoted in note 2, p. 52. That narrative continues: * The German
Tleet ceases its violent cannonade at 11.30 {9.36 p.m. G.M.T.], as the
English had already stopped firing, and after nightfall there was
nothing but the flash of their salvoes to give us a target, As the
enemy cannot be found agein the main battle i broken off.’

The Hamburger Fremdenblatt offers the following simple summary
of the engagement !:

oaren w9

SEROTTLAND

Fife Ness
FIATH 0F FORTH

HORN
" HEWCASTL \
£ SURPERLANS,
ENGLAND—H . rlelgd

|=KINGSTON ooy HULLY | per §
——— e ot . 3
iy e 2
R :

Z

:l Area of Battle

_ Battlefield & Course of Main Action
© O——>Covrse of German fleels Advance.
Cr———>Course of British fleets Retreat

Tho castward bearing of the arrow indicating ¢ Course of Main
Action * will be noticed. See diagram in note 2, p. 52,
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with a view to its safety from such attacks, whilst
providing for a renewal of action at daylight. I
accordingly manceuvred to remain between the
enemy and his bases,! placing our flotillas in a position
in which they would afford protection to the fleet
from destroyer attack, and at the same time be
favourably situated for attacking the enemy’s
heavy ships.

Night Attacks by Flotillas.

During the night the British heavy ships were not
attacked, but the Tourth, Eleventh, and M'welfth
Flotillag, under Commodore Hawksley and Captains
Charles J. Wintour and Anselan J. B. Stirling,
delivered a series of very gallant and successful
attacks on the enemy, causing him heavy losses.

It was during these attacks that severe losses in
the Fourth Flotilla occurred,? including that of
Tipperary,? with the gallant leader of the Fiotilla,
Captain Wintour. He had brought his flotilla to
a high pitch of perfection, and aithough sufiering
severely from the fire of the enemy, a heavy toll
of enemy vessels was taken, and many gallant
actiony were performed by the flotilla,

Two torpedoes were seen to take effect on enemy
vessels ag the result of the attacks of the Fowrth

! See diagram, p. 50.

* The German semi-official ‘explanation’ asserts that these
losses were inflisted upon vesscls detailed by Jellicoe  to cover the
retreat of the English™. It claims liberally ‘ several’ eruisers and
‘at least ton destroyers ® as sunk.

3 Flotilla leador,
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Flotilla, one being from Spitfire’ (Lieutenant-Com-
mander Clarence W. E. Trelawny), and the other
from ejther Ardent® (Lieutenant-Commander Arthur
Marsden), Ambuscade?® ({Lieutenant - Commander -
Gordon A. Coles), or Garland * (Lisutenant-Com-
mander Reginald S, Gofl).

The attack carried out by the Twelfth Flotilla
(Captain Anselan J. B. Stirling) was admirably
executed. The squadron attacked, which consisted
of six large vessels, besides light-cruisers, and
comprised vessels of the Kaiser class, was taken by
surprise. A large number of torpedoes was fired,
including some al the second and third ships in the
line; those fired at the third ship took effect, and
she was observed to blow up. A second attack,
made twenty minutes later by Maenad ® (Commander
John P. Champion) on the five vessels still remaining,
resulted in the fourth ship in the line being also hit.

The destroyers were under a heavy five from the
light-cruisers on reaching the rear of the line, but
the Onslaught ® (Lieutenant-Commander Arthur G.
Onslow, D.8.C.} was the only vessel which received
any material injuries, In the Onslaught Sub-
Lieutenant Harry W. A, Kemmis, assisted by
Midshipman Reginald G. Arnot, R.N.R., the only
executive officers not disabled, brought the ship suec-
cessfully out of action and reached her home port.

! Destroyer, 935 tong, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.
? Destroyer, 935 tons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.
# Destroyer, 935 fons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.
! Destroyer, 864 tons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.
¥ Destroyer. Details of construction not published.
¢ Destroyer. Details of consbruction not published,
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Puring the attack carried out by the Eleventh
Flotilla, Castor® (Commodore James R. P, Hawksley),
leading the flotilla, engaged and sank an enemy
torpedo-boat-destroyer at point-blank range.

Sir David Beatty reports :—

‘The Thirteenth Flotilla, under the command of
Captain James U, Farie, in Champion,? took station
astern of the battle fleet for the night. At 0.30 a.m.
on Thursday, 1st June, a large vessel crossed the
rear of the flotilla at high speed. She passed close
to Petard 3 and Turbulent,* switched on searchlights
and opened a heavy fire, which disabled Twrbulent.
At 8.30 a.m. Champion was engaged for a few
minutes with four enemy destroyers. Moreshy$
reports four ships of Deutschland class sighted at
2.36 a.m., at whom she fived one torpedo. Two
minutes later an explosion was felt by Moreshy and
Obdurate.’

¢ Fearless” and the 1st Flotilla were very nsefully
employed as a submarine screen during the earlier
part of the 31st May. Af 6.10 p.m., when joining
the Battle Fleet, Fearless was unable to follow the
battle oruisers without fouling the battleships, and
therefore took station at the rear of the line, She
sighted during the night a battleship of the Kaiser
class steaming fast and entirely alone. She was not
able to engage her, but believes she was attacked

t Flotilla leader. * Flotille leader.

1 Flotilla leader. ! Destroyer, 1,430 tons.

* Destroyer. Details not published.

* Destroyer. Details not published,

* Light oruiser, 3,440 tons, 26 knots, 4-inch and lesser armamnent.
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by destroyers further astern. A heavy explosion
was observed astern not long after.’

There were many gallant deeds performed by
the destroyer flotillas; they surpassed the very
highest expectations that I had formed of them.

Apart from the proceedings of the flotillas, the
Second Light-cruiser Squadron in the rear of the
hattle fleet was in close action for about 15 minutes
at 10.20 p.n. with a squadron comprising one
enemy cruiser and four light-cruisers, during which
period Southampton and Dublin? (Captain Albert C.
Scott) suffered rather heavy casualties, although
their steaming and fighting qualities were not
impaired. The return fire of the squadron appeared
to be very effective.

Abdiel 3 ably commanded by Commander Berwick
Curtis, carried out her duties with the success
which has always characterized her work.

Proceedings on 1st June.

At daylight, 1st June, the battle fleet, being then
to the southward and westward of the Horn Reef,
turned to the northward in search of enemy vessels
and for the purpose of collecting our own cruisers and
torpedo-boat destroyers. At 2,30 a.m. Vice-Admiral
Sir Cecil Burney transferred hie flag from Marlborough
to Revenge,® as the former ship had some difficulty

1 Light ovuiser, 5,400 tons, 25 knots, 6-inch and lesser aymament.
¢ Tight eruiser, 5,400 tons, 25 knots, 6-inch and legger armament.
3 Details not published.

+ Battleship, 26,760 () tons, 15-inch and lepser armanient.
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in kecping up the speed of the squadron. Masl-
borough was detached by my direction to a hase,
successfully driving off an enemy submavine attack
en route. The visibility early on 1st June (fhree to
four miles) was less than on 3lst May, and the
torpedo-boat destroyers, being out of visunal touch,
did not rejoin until 9 am. The British Fleet
remained in the proximity of the battle-field and
near the line of approach to German ports until
11 a.m. on 1st June, in spite of the disadvantage
of long distances from fleet bases and the danger
incurred in waters adjacent to enemy coasts from
gsubmarines and torpedo craft. The enemy, however,
made no sign, and I was reluctantly compelled to
the conclusion that the High Sea Fleet had returned
into port. Subsequent events proved this assumption
t0 have been correct. Qur position must bave been
known to the enemy, as at 4 a.m. the Fleet engaged
a Zeppelin for about five minutes, during which
time she had ample opportunity to note and sub-
gsequently report the position and cowrse of the
British Fleet.

The waters from the latitude of the Horn Reef
to the scene of the action were thoroughly searched,
and somo survivors from the destroyevs Ardent?
(Lieutenant-Commander Arthur Marsden), Forfune 2
{Lieutenant-Commander Frank G. Terry, and Fip-
perary ® (Captain (D) Charles J. Wintour), were
picked up, and the Sparrowhawk? (Lieuntenant-

! Deatroyer, ‘ I’ class, 935 tons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.
* Destroyer, * 17 class, 935 tons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.
* Destroyer, 1,430 tons.

¢ Destroyer, ‘K’ class, 935 tons, 30 knots, 4-inch armament.
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Commander Sydney Hopkins), which had been in
collision and was no longer seaworthy, was sunk
after her crew had been taken off. A large amount
of wreckage was seen, but no enemy ships, and at
1,15 p.m., it being evident that the German Fleet
had succeeded in returning to port, course was
shaped for our bases, which were reached without
further incident on Friday, 2nd June. A cruiser
squadron was detached to search for Warrior}
which vessel had been abandoned whilst in tow of
Engadine on her way to the base owing to bad
weather setting in and the vessel becoming unsca-
worthy, but no trace of her was discovered, and
a further subsequent search by a light-cruiser
squadron having failed to locate her, it is evident
that she foundered.

Sir David Beatty reports in regard to the Hngadine
as follows :—

‘The work of Engadine appears to have been
most praiseworthy throughout, and of great value.
Lieutenant-Commander €. G. Robinson deserves
great credit for the skilful and seamanlike manner
in which he handled his ship. He actually towed
Warrior for 75 miles between 8.40 p.m. 3lst May,
and 7.15 a.m., 1st June, and was instrumental in
saving the lives of her ship’s company.’

I fully endorse his remarks.

The Fleet fuelled and replenished with ammuni-
tion, and at 9.30 p.m. on 2nd June was reported
ready for further action.

t Armoured eruiser, 13,500 tons, 480 {t. long, 23 knots, 9.2-inch and
lesser armeament,
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Losses

The conditions of low visibility under which the
day action took place and the approach of darkness
enhance the difficulty of giving an accurate report
of the damage inflicted or the names of the ships
sunk by our forces, but after a most careful examina-
tion of the evidence of all officers, who testified to
seeing enemy vessels actually sink, and personal

interviews with a large number of these officers, .

T am of opinion that the lst shown in the enclosure
gives the minimum in regard to numbers, though
it is possibly not entirely accurate as regards the
partienlar class of vessel, especially those which were
sunk during the night attacks. In addition to the
vessels sunk, it is unquestionable that many other
ships were very seriously damaged by gunfire and by
torpedo attack.
I deeply regret to report the loss of H M. ships?

! The class and displacement of the lost ships are as follows :—

tons.
1. Queen Mary Battle-cruiser . . . . 27,000
2. Indefatigable " e T X 5T
3. Invincible . as . \ . . . 17,250
4. Defence Armoured cruiser . . . . 14,600
5. Black Prince " " . . . . 13,550
6. Warrior » ' . . . . 13,650
7. Tipperary Destroyer , . . . . . 1,430
8. drdent " . . . . . . 935
9, Fortune " . . \ . . . 936
10. Shark . . . . . . . 036
11, Sparrowhawk “ . . . . . . 936
12. Nestor . . . . . . . 1000
13. Nomad ' . . . . . . 1,000
14, Pwrbulen . . . . . . . 1430

Total, 118,300

—

e e
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Queen Mary Defence
Indefatigable Black Prince
Invineible Warrior

and of H.M. T.B.[).’s
Tipperary Sparrowhawk
Ardent Nestor
Fortune Nomad, and
Shark Turbulent

and still more do I regret the resultant heavy loss of
life. The death of such gallant and distinguished
officers as Rear-Admiral Sir Robert ArBUTHNOT,
Bart., Rear-Admival The Hon. Horace Hoob,
Captain Charles F. Sowrrpy, Captain Cecil 1.
Prowsg, Captain Arthur L. Cavy, Captain Thomas P,
Bownam, Captain Charles J. WinTouR, and Captain
Stanley V. ELLIs, and those who perished with them,
is a serious loss to the Navy and to the country.
They led officers and men who were equally gallant,
and whose death is mourned by their comrades in
the Grand Fleet. They fell doing their duty nobly,
a death which they would have been the first to
desire.

The enemy fought with the gallantry that was
expected of him. We particularly admired the
conduct of those on board a disabled German light-
cruiser which passed down the British line shortly
after deployment, under a heavy fire, which was
returned by the only gun left in action.

[The Personnel of the Fleet]

The conduct of officers and men throughout the
day and night actions was entirely beyond praise,
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No words of mine could do them justice. On all
sides it is reported to me that the glorious traditions
of the past were most worthily upheld—whether in
heavy ships, cruisers, light-cruisers, or destroyers-—
the same admirable spirit prevailed. Officers and
men were cool and determined, with a cheeriness
that would have carried them through anything.
The heroism of the wounded was the admiration
of all.

I cannot adequately express the pride with which
the spirit of the Fleet filled me.

Details of the work of the various ships during
action have now been given. Tt must never he for-
gotten, however, that the prelude to action is the
work of the engine-room department, and that
during action the officers and men of that depart-
ment perform their most important duties without
the incentive which a knowledge of the course of
the action gives to those on deck. The qualities of
discipline and endurance are taxed to the utmost
undor these conditions, and they were, as always,
most fully maintained throughont the operations
under review. Several ships attained speeds that
had never before been reached, thus showing very
clearly their high state of steaming efliciency,
Failures in material were' conspicuous by their
absence, and soveral instances are reported of
magnificent work on the part of the engine-room
departments of injured ships.

The artisan ratings also carried out. much valuable

work during and after the action ; they could not

have done hetter.
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The work of the medical officers of the Fleet,
carried out very largely under the most difficult
conditions, wag entirely admirable and invaluable,
Lacking in many cases all the essentials for per-
forming critical operations, and with their stafi
seriously depleted Dby casualties, they worked
untiringly and with the greatest success. To them
we owe a deep debt of gratitude.

It will be seen that the hardest fighting fell to
the lot of the Battle-cruiser Fleet (the units of
which were less heavily armoured than their op-
ponents), the Fifth Battle Squadron, the IFirst
Cruiser Squadron, Fourth Light-cruiser Squadron,
and the Flotillas. This was inevitable under the
conditions, and the sguadrons and flotillas men-
tioned, as well as the individual vessels composing
them, were handled with conspicuous ability, as
were also the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Squadrons of the
Battle Fleet and the 2nd Cruiser Squadron,

I desive to place on record my high appreciation
of the manner in which all the vessels were handled,
The conditions were such as to call for great skill
and ability, quick judgement and decisiong, and this
was conspicuous throughout the day.

I beg also to draw special attention to the services
rendered by Vice-Admiral Sir Cecil BURNEY (Second
in Command of the Grand TFleet), Vice-Admiral
Sir Thomas Jrrmaym, Vice-Admiral Sir Doveton
STURDEE, Rear-Adnriral Hugh Evax-THoMAs, Rear-
Admiral Alexander L. Durr, Rear-Admiral Arthur C.
Leveson, and Rear-Admiral Ernest I', A. Gauny,
commanding squadrons or divisions in the Battle

B2
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Fleet. They acted throughout with skill and judge-
ment. Sir Cecil Burney’s squadron, owing to its
position, was able to see more of the enemy Battle
Fleet, than the other battle squadrons, and under
a leader who has rendered me most valuable and
loyal assistance at all times the sguadron did
excellent work, The magnificent squadron com-
manded by Rear-Admiral Evan-Thomas formed
a support of great value to Sir David Beatty during
the afternoon, and was brought into action in rear
of the Battle Fleet in the most judicious manner
in the evening.

[Sir Dawvid Beaity)

Sir David BeatrTy once again showed his fine
qualities of gallant leadership, firm determination,
and correct strategic insight. He appreciated the
situations at once on sighting first the enemy’s
lighter forces, then his battle-cruisers, and finally
hig battle fleet. I can fully sympathize with his
feelings when the evening mist and fading light
robbed the Fleet of that complete victory for which
he had manwmuvred, and for which the vessels in
company with him had striven so hard. The ser-
vices rendered by him, not only on this, but on two
previous occasions,! have been of the very greatest
value.

Sir David Beatty brings to my notice the briliiant

1 A Gierman attempb, on Jannary 24, 1915, to raid the English coast
was punished by Sir David Beatty, with the loss of a battle-cruiser to
the enemy. Om the preceding August 28, 1914, Beatty brought the

Germans to an engagement in the Bight of Heligoland, which cost
them at least three oruisers.
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support afforded him by Rear-Admiral Hugh Evan-
THOMAS ; the magnificent manner in which Rear-
Admiral the Hon. Horace Hoop brought his squad-
ron info action, the able support afforded him by
Rear-Admiral William C. PagsxEam and Rear-
Admiral Osmond de B. Brocok, and the good work
performed by the Light-cruiser Squadrons under the
command respectively of Rear-Admiral Trevylyan
D.W. Narier, Commodore William E. GoonENoUGH,
and Commodore Edwyn 8. ALEXANDER-SINCLAIR.
He states that on every occasion these officers
anticipated his wishes and used their forces to the
best possible effect.

I most fully endorse all his remarks, and [ forward
also the following extract from his report regarding
the valuable services rendered by his staff - —

[The Staff]

‘I desire to record and bring to your notice the
great assistance that I received on a day of greai
anxiety and strain from my Chief of the Staff,
Captain Rudolf W. BENTINCK, whose good judge-
ment was of the greatest help. He was a tower of
strength. My Flag-Commander, the Hon. Reginald
A. R, PLuNkEeT?, was most valuable in observing
the effect of our fire, thereby enabling me to take
advantage of the enery’s dizcomfiture ; my Secrc-
tary, Frank T. SprorERNELL, who made accurate
notes of events as they occurred, which proved of
the utmost value in keeping the situation clearly
before me ; my TFlag-Lientenant, Lientenant-Com-
mander Ralph I', SEYMOUR, who maintained efficient
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communieations under the most difficult circum-
stances despite the fact that his signalling appliances
were continually shot away. All these officers
carried out their duties with great coolness on the
manceuvring platform, where they were fully exposed
to the enemy’s five.

I cannot close this dispatch without recording the
brilliant work of my Chief of the Staff, Vice-Admiral
Sir Charles Mappern, K.C.B., C.V.0. Throughout
a period of 21 months of war his services have bheen
of inestimable value. His good judgement, his long
experience in fleets, special gift for organization, and
his eapacity for unlimited work, have all been of the
greatest assistance to me, and have relieved me of
much of the anxiety inseparable from the conduct of
the Fleet during the war. 1In the stages leading up
to the ¥leet action and during and after the action
he was always at hand to assist, and his judgement
never at fault. | owe him more than I can say.

My special thanks are due also to Commodore
Lionel Hargey, C.M.G., the Captain of the ¥Fleet,
who also assists me in the working of the Flect at sea,
and to whose good organization is largely due the
vapidity with which the Flcet was fuelled and replen-
ighed with ammunition on return to its bases, He
was of much assistance to me during the action.

Commander Charles M. Forers, my Flag-Com-
mander, and Commander Roger M. Brrramrs, of my
Staft, plotted the movements of the two Fleets with
rapidity and accuracy as reports were received ;
Commander the Hon. Matthew R. Besr, M.V.O., of
my Staff, acted as observer aloft throughout the
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action, and his services were of value. These officers
carried out their duties with much efficiency during
the action.

The signals were worked with smoothness and
rapidity by Commander Alexander R. W. Woobs,
assisted by the other signal officers, and all ships
responded remarkably well under difficult conditions.
The signal departments in all ships deserve great
eredit for their work. My Flag-Lieutenant, Lieu-
tenant-Commander Herbert FrrzuerpurT, was also
of much serviee o me throughout the action.

The high state of effiviency of the W/T arrange-
ments of the fleet, and the facility with which they
were worked before, during, and after the action, is
a great testimony to the indefatigable work caried
out by Commander Richard L. Nicsorsox. His
services have been invaluable throughout the war,

A special word of praise is due to the wireless
departments in all ships,

My Secretaries, Fleet Paymasters Hamnet H.
Suarn, C.B., and Victor H., T. Wrrrus, recorded
with accuracy salient features of the action, Their
records have been of much assistance,

'To the Master of the Fleet, Captain Oliver 15,
Luceurr, I am indebted for the accuracy with
which he kept the reckoning throughout the opera-
tions.

In a sepurate dispatch I propose to bring to the
notice of their Lovdships the names of officers and
men all of whom did not come under my personal
obgervation, but who had the opportunity of
specially distinguishing themselves,
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I append the full text of Sir David Beatty’s report
to me, from which, as will be seen, I have made
copious extracts in order to make my narrative
confinuous and complete.!

T am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

J. R. JeLuicor, Admiral,
Commander-in-Chief.

ENCLOSURE.
Ligr oF ExpMy VESSELS PUT OUT OF ACTION,

31 Max—1 Juwng, 19162

BATTLESHIPS OR BATTLE-CRUISERS.

2 Battleships, Dreadnought type.
1 Battleship, Deuischland type.
{Seen to sink.)

1 The Jist of ships and commanding officers which took part in the
action lias heen withheld from publication for the present in accord-
auce with practice,

2 Mr. Archibald Hurd writes in the Deily Telegraph of July 7, 1916 :
‘In the fvst place, it was officially stated by the Admiralty Stoff
that the High Scas Fleet had lost only “* the small eruiser Wreshaden ™
and * tho Pommern 2, afterwords stated to be a pre-Dreadnought
battleship. The erwiser Frauenlob and some destroyers were merely
reported az * missing ¥, Then it was admitted that the cruiser Blbing
had gone, together with the Frouenlob and five destroyers. Tn order
to delude the people of the German Empire and others, a positive
annoineement was made & day or two later that “ no German navat
mits were losk other than those mentioned in the official German
comemaunigué ', It was at that time determined to brazen the matter
out. It was uot until a week after the hattle that it was revealed
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1 Battle-cruiser,
(Sunk---Liitzow, admitted by Germans.)
1 Battleship, Dreadnought type.
1 Battle-cruiser.
(Seen to be so severely damaged as to render it
extremely doubtful if they could reach port.)

LAGHT-CRUISERS.
5 Light-cruisers.
(Seen to sink ; one of them had the appearance
of being a larger type, and might have been
a hattleship.)

that the hattle-cruiser Litzow and the eruiser Rostock had also been
destroyed, “ military reasons”’ being pleaded in exense for the policy
of concealment. In short, from the first the enemy decided that the
world should not know how seriousty the High Seas Fleet had hecn
handled and what grievous losses it had suffered.

‘According to the Commander-in-Chief, it may be sceepted as
certain that the enemy lost the following vessels, apart from tho
Seydlilz, which ran on the German coast almost a total wreck :

Displacement

{tons).
2 Battleships Dreadnought type* . . . 47,900
1 Battleship Dentschland type . . . 13,200
1 Battle-cruiser, Littzow . . . . 28,000
6 Roslocks (light-cruisers) . . . 24,500
G Torpedo-hoat destroyers (800) . . . 4,800
1 Submarine . . . . . . 800

Total displacement . . . . 119%,200°

* 1t is helieved that the two Dreadnoughl hattleships were—one of
the Koenig class of 25,400 tons, and the other of the Helyoland type
of 22,500 tons.

* The list gives only vessels which were seen to sink or whoso toss the
Germans admit, and, in addition, it is positively affirmed that one
battleship of the Dreadnought type and onc battle-cruiser, together
with three more destroyers, were so badly injured that they wer
probably unable to get back to port.”

The Seydlilz was & battle-cruiser of 24,610 tons.
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TorPEDO-BOAT TESTROVERS.
6 Torpedo-hoat Destroyers.
{Seen to gink.)
3 Torpedo-boat Destroyers.
(Seen to be so severely damaged as to render it
extremely doubtful if they could reach port.)

SUBMARINESY.
1 Submarine.

(Sunk.)

I1. SIR DAVID BEATTY'S REPORT

Idon, 19th June, 1916.

Sir,—I have the henour to report that at 2,87 p.m.
on 31st May, 1916, I was cruising and steering to
the northward to join your Flag,.

The Light-cruiser Screen was disposed from E.
to W.

* At 2.20 p.m. reports were received from Galaten
{Commodore Bdwyn 8. Alexander-Sinclair, M.V.0.,
A.D.C.) indicating the presence of enemy vessels.
The divection of advance was immediately altered
to SSE., the course for Horn Reef, so as to place my
force between the enemy and his base. At 2.35 p.m.
a considerable amount of smoke was sighted to the
castward. This made it clear that the enemy was
to the northward and eastward, and that it would he
impossible for him to round the Horn Reef without
being brought to action, Course was accordingly
altered to the eastward, and subsequently to novth-
eastward, the enemy being sighted at 8.81 p.m. Their
force consisted of five battle-cruisers,

* After the fivst reports of the enemy the lst and
3rd Light-eruiser Squadrons changed their direction,
and, without waiting for orders, spread to the east,
thereby forming & sereen in advance of the Battle-
cruiser Squadrons and Sth Battle Squadvon by the

* Paragraphs prefaced by anasterisk* ave incorporated in Admiral
Jellicoc’s dispatch.




