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NURSING
DWU offers an Associate of Arts (A.A.) degree
in nursing which satisfies the academic
requirements necessary for a graduate’s
eligibility to write the National Council Licensing
Examination (NCLEX) for licensure as a
registered nurse.  Because this LPN-RN
curriculum in Sioux Falls is a one-year
(August-May) program designed to build on
the firm foundation of nursing skills mastered by
the licensed practical nurse (LPN), the goal is
to move the student’s knowledge of human
health needs and nursing interventions to a
deeper level.  In addition, within this one
academic year, the program content is
designed to develop leadership and
management of care skills needed by the
registered nurse (RN) in the current
healthcare practice setting.

Nursing classes will be scheduled on
Thursdays and Fridays in addition to some
Wednesdays.  Some coursework may be
delivered online.  Classes will meet at
Southeast Technical Institute (STI) in Sioux
Falls.  Clinical rotations will be scheduled by
nursing faculty members when clinical sites are
available for specific nursing courses.  Clinical
rotations may require some travel by students.

The DWU Nursing Program is approved by
the South Dakota Board of Nursing and is fully
accredited by the National League for Nursing
Accrediting Commission (NLNAC), 3343
Peachtree Road NE, Suite 500, Atlanta, GA
30326; phone: 1-404-975-5000; fax: 1-404-
975-5020; Web site: www.nlnac.org.
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Contact DWU Admissions at

605-995-2650 or toll free at

1-800-333-8506 if you have any

questions regarding the program or

financial aid.  We also encourage

you to check out our Web site at

www.dwu.edu/nursing  for

additional information.
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Admission Requirements/Process
The application for the LPN-RN Program in Sioux Falls can
be completed online at www.dwu.edu.  If you prefer a paper
application, call DWU Admissions at 1-800-333-8506.

Applicants must provide documentation of the following
requirements before the Nursing Admission Committee will
review an application for admission to the LPN-RN Program
in Sioux Falls:
• Licensed Practical Nursing diploma from an accredited

higher education institution.
• Copy of current licensure as an LPN in South Dakota; one

year of work experience as an LPN is recommended
before beginning the LPN-RN curriculum.

• Cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.5 or above in
college, university, vocational and technical school
coursework.  No support course can be repeated more
than one time.  Send an official copy of all college
transcripts.  If coursework is still in progress, attach a
current transcript that documents all of the courses in
progress from that institution.

• ACT composite score of 18 or above; Nurse Entrance
Test (NET) composite score of 65 percent or above; or
Test Essential Academic Skills (TEAS) minimum score of
62 percent on math and 75 percent on reading.

• An 18 or above in the reading portion of the ACT; a 60
percent or above composite reading score of the Nurse
Entrance Test (NET); or a 75 percent reading score on the
Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS).  If one of these
three scores are not attained, a reading placement of 11 or
above.

• Employer verification of employment as LPN for minimum
of six months.  Those students who are practicing LPNs
at the time of application review will receive higher priority
for acceptance.

• Nursing supervisor/manager letter of reference, including
nursing skill and care competencies, working relationships
with healthcare team members, communication skills,
professional conduct and appearance, and attendance.

• Prerequisite courses are required to be completed or
successfully challenged.

Application Process
First priority for admission to the LPN-RN Nursing Program
is given to applicants meeting all admission requirements by
Oct. 1.  Qualified applicants will be admitted on a space
available basis after Oct. 1.  If there is not an available
opening for the LPN-RN Nursing Program, students who
have met admission requirements and been accepted will be
put on a waiting list and be notified by DWU Admissions if an
opening becomes available.

An admission appeal process exists for students who do not
meet the above requirements but have extenuating
circumstances.  Address written requests of appeal to the
Nursing Admission Committee and mail to: Dakota Wesleyan
University, Attn: Admissions, 1200 W. University Ave.,
Mitchell, SD 57301.

Fall Semester
NUR 206 RN Role Development and Care

Management I 1
NUR 208 Nursing Care and Management

of the Obstetric Client 2
(1.5 theory, .25 seminar, .25 clinical)

NUR 212 Nursing Care and Management
of the Medical-Surgical Client I 7
(5.5 theory, .5 seminar, 1 clinical)

NUR 213 Nursing Care and Management
of the Mental Health/Illness Client2
(1.5 theory, .25 seminar, .25 clinical)

Total Credit s 12

Spring Semester/May T erm
NUR 207 RN Role Development and Care

Management II 1
NUR 209 Nursing Care and Management

of the Pediatric Client 2
(1.5 theory, .25 seminar, .25 clinical)

NUR 214 Nursing Care and Management
of the Medical-Surgical Client II 7
(5.5 theory, .5 seminar, 1 clinical)

NUR 250 Practicum in Nursing Process 3
(May Term: 128-132 clinical hours)

Total Credit s 13

LPN-RN Curriculum Plan
(Total of 25 nursing credits)

Theory hours
1 credit hour = 1 contact hour/week x 15 weeks

Seminar hours
1 credit hour = 2 contact hours/week x 15 weeks

Clinical
1 credit hour = 3 contact hours/week x 15 weeks

Licensed practical nurses are admitted to the nursing program
with 16 transfer credits for nursing coursework completed in
the LPN program.  The LPN-RN student is allowed to
challenge four non-nursing courses (physiology, microbiology,
sociology and general psychology).  To graduate with an
A.A. in nursing at Dakota Wesleyan University, the LPN-RN
nursing student in Sioux Falls is required to successfully
complete 25 credits in the nursing curriculum.

LPN-RN Transfer Credits
(Sioux Falls)

Prerequisites
Prerequisite courses are required to be completed or
successfully challenged before beginning the one-year
(August-May)  nursing curriculum.  Prerequisite courses
include:

• Developmental Psychology
• Expository Writing (English composition)
• General Psychology
• Anatomy and Physiology I
• Anatomy and Physiology II
• Introduction to Sociology
• Microbiology
• Physiological Chemistry
• Speech

Transfer students must earn a minimum grade of C in
expository writing and C- in other prerequisite courses at an
accredited college or university.  Science courses must have
been completed in the past 10 years.  A support course can
be repeated one time only.

For questions regarding specific prerequisite courses that will
transfer to Dakota Wesleyan University, contact DWU
Admissions at 605-995-2650 or 1-800-333-8506.
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