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Living the Legacy
WINTER 2021-22

A Historic Legacy
CENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION PLANNED
The big news around the 
McGovern Center this year 
has concerned our exciting 
plans to celebrate Sen. George 
McGovern’s 100th birthday 
and to recognize the 50 years 
that have passed since the 
1972 election.  Both of these 
milestones happen to fall—and 
conveniently so—in the same 
year. (How thoughtful of George 
- thinking of others even in the

 hereafter.) I’m grateful to the 
team of twelve committed to 
orchestrating this event and 
doing so with enthusiasm. 
We intend to celebrate George 
McGovern’s 100th birthday and 
to recognize the 50 years passed 
since the ’72 campaign in one 
shebang. 

The date we’ve set for this 
occasion is September 22, 2022. 
George’s birthday was actually 
July 19, but we want to celebrate 
when we have students on 
our campus. Both history and 
memory compel us to design a 
commemorative event that not 
only honors Sen. McGovern’s 
memory but puts that memory 
into motion for our time.

DWU is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

If you would like to make a 
donation to the McGovern 
Center to help assist in 
this project, please use the 
card provided or go to this 
website: https://give.dwu.
edu/McGovern.

DWU LECTURE SERIES
The McGovern Center now oversees a sizable grant to develop our students’ understanding of civic 
responsibility and the common good that nurture the flourishing of the communities in which they live.  
We are bringing in four speakers in the 2021-22 academic year.

• Keith Mueller — “Challenges to Rural Healthcare” (Sept. 28, 2021)
• Darryl Burton  — “Justice, Hope and Forgiveness” (Nov. 9, 2021)
• Rachel Lamb — “Persons of Faith and Climate Action” (coming in March 2022)
• Harry Boyte — “The Role of Small Colleges in Developing a Healthy Democracy” (coming in April 2022)

Your gifts will help us continue to bring these speakers and more to our students and community.

JOEL ALLEN, Ph.D. Director of the McGovern Center

Join Us!
UGANDA BOUND

The McGovern Center is again sponsoring 
a service trip to Uganda scheduled for May 
2022. We have 10 students accepted for this 
trip and are beginning the fundraising. This 
trip will be organized in partnership with 
AsOne Ministries which was founded by DWU 
graduate Andrew DeVaney, 2015. AsOne 
specializes in building faith-based community 
along with business, agricultural, medical and 
educational initiatives in cooperation with 
Ugandan leadership. If you would like to make 
a donation toward this trip, you may do so 
online at https://give.dwu.edu/Africa. 



WISHING YOU PEACE AND JOY THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!

CHALLENGES OF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP
COURSE EXPLORES WORLD DEVELOPMENT 

The McGovern Center now sponsors a single-credit 
course for DWU students called “The Challenge 
of Global Leadership.” The course explores best 
practices for global development and provides 
opportunities for students to engage with leaders in 
world development (not always by Zoom). 

The class has learned from and had conversations 
with Andrew DeVaney (founder of AsOne Africa 
– see reverse), Don Messer (previous president 
of DWU and director of the Center for Health and 
Hope), and Bruce Blumer (founder and director of 
La Gonave Alive working on the island of La Gonave 
in Haiti). They are planning a virtural conversation 
with Henry and Sylvia Imumbwe, the Ugandan 
directors of AsOne Africa.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY
IN SOUTH DAKOTA

CELEBRATING

On Oct. 12, the McGovern Center welcomed Stephanie Bolman-Altamirano 
to campus for Indigenous Peoples Day.  Stephanie is a 1998 graduate of 
Dakota Wesleyan and in October of 2020 she was elected to the Lower 
Brule Sioux tribal council in Chamberlain,  S.D. Stephanie spoke in several 
classes and then in an open session. Her topic was “Advocacy and Alliance: 
Developing Bonds of Community.”

S T E P H A N I E  B O L M A N - A LTA M I R A N O

McGOVERN
ENGAGEMENT GROUP

The McGovern Engagement Group has continued to meet with strong numbers. The group meets weekly to discuss 
controversial and consequential topics that relate to public life and 
common good. We’ve recently had conversations about electric vehicles, 
renewable energy, abortion and social media usage. The group has 
also chosen to become a partner with “Braver Angels” – a nation-wide 
organization that brings Americans together to bridge the partisan divide and strengthen our democratic republic. See 
www.braverangels.org . 

COMING SOON!
MCGOVERN-KELLEY CENTER PARTNERSHIP

In a joint effort with the Kelley Center, the McGovern Center is developing a 9-credit 
certificate program in engaged and effective citizenship. The certificate (as the 
conversation now stands) will be based on a foundational, possibly required 3-credit 
course in strengthening communities through innovation and problem solving. 
That would be followed by two courses providing experiences in community-based 
learning and some sort of internship/practicum/project. 

The McGovern Center would be tasked with providing instruction in the notion 
of “Common Good” and in planning a series of outings for students to experience 
community leadership in the areas of business, non-profit, and regional government.

MAKE A LONG-TERM IMPACT
Your gifts help us ensure the viability of the McGovern Center and its mission.  Help us create sustained programs through the 
McGovern Center by making a planned gift.  Talk to our advancement specialists today about a strategic McGovern Legacy gift.

Visit www.dwugift.org or make a one-time contribution at give.dwu.edu/McGovern.

This was one of the last DWU groups to travel internationally, a 
mission trip to Uganda in 2019.  Students and others accompanying 
will have the chance to work with AsOne Africa in May 2022.  See 
reverse side for details about how you can participate.


