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MATCHING 
GIFT 
CHALLENGE

Now it is our
turn to give
back!
  – John Clarke

“
”

Longtime supporters of Dakota Wesleyan University, JOHN and LUANN CLARKE, of Mitchell, are stepping 
forward to offer a challenge to those considering becoming new members of the President’s Circle.  The 

Clarkes will MATCH ANY NEW GIFT OF $1,000 OR MORE to the Wesleyan Scholarship Fund or TeamMakers.

NEWNEW President’s
Circle Members ...
Join now and double 
your impact!

Membership in the President’s Circle is 
exclusive to alumni and friends who support 
DWU annually with gifts of $1,000 or more 
to any university initiative.

give.dwu.edu

1200 W. University Ave. • Mitchell, SD 57301 • 605-995-2603 • www.dwu.edu
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As the novel coronavirus fanned out across the 
world these past several months, life changed 
everywhere.  The Dakota Wesleyan University 
community worked quickly to adapt its work to a 
new world and affirm the institution’s mission – 
unchanged by past world crises, and so too in the 
face of this pandemic.

Faculty worked to adjust coursework, staff 
packed up boxes of student belongings and 
students adapted to new ways of learning.  We all 
were motivated by a singular desire: to demonstrate 
the courage to persist and overcome obstacles 
amid daily uncertainty.

That uncertainty permeates our daily decision-
making, but it does not stifle our creativity as we 
seek opportunities to use what we are learning 
during these times to strengthen Wesleyan for the 
future.  This commitment to courageous leadership 
amid uncertainty evolved from a spirit-filled ethos of 
those who led before us.

Courage inspired our founders to develop and 
deliver an education committed to raising leaders 
equipped for the critical work of our world.  Today, 
the challenges before us call forth a fearless 
courage to creatively address the complications 
that have emerged amid this pandemic.  Will the 
classroom look different in the fall?  Yes.  Will our 
behaviors change?  Absolutely!  Do we know what 
lies ahead?  Not precisely.  But what we do know is 
that the mission of our university is too vital to allow 
obstacles to impede our future.

The mission of our early founders – to provide 
an education rooted in an authentic exploration 
of ethics, justice, virtue and character – remains 
critically important amid the tragic societal 
challenges facing our nation today.  The recent 
death of George Floyd and the subsequent call 
to address systemic racism, the challenge of 
healthcare inequalities that emerged during the 
pandemic, the rise of complex mental health 
issues, and the global economic downturn ought 
not lead us to throw up our hands in frustration.  
Instead, difficult times require courage, resiliency 
and a renewed commitment to confidently educate 
future leaders with the skills to navigate the 

FROM THE PRESIDENT:

unknown.  This means we stand renewed in our 
intentional efforts to foster diversity and inclusion, to 
develop critical thinkers informed by valid data, and 
to ensure a strong ethical and moral foundation that 
emerges across the educational experience.

This Wesleyan Today features 20 leaders from 
our graduating classes of the past 20 years who 
have modeled the values of servant leadership 
in their personal and professional lives.  These 
leaders have demonstrated courage and conviction 
amid the uncertainties of their lives.  After reading 
their stories, I am sure you will be convinced that a 
Wesleyan education remains a critical investment 
as we continue to build a stronger, more just and 
peace-filled world.

Friends, these are uncertain times, but we 
must not shy away from the challenges before us.  
Instead, we must act with courage and renew our 
commitment to being a part of the critical action that 
will change our collective future.

Forward Wesleyan.

Dr. Amy C. Novak
President
Email: Amy.Novak@dwu.edu
Twitter: @PresidentNovak

COURAGE amid
FORWARD WESLEYAN

Uncertainty
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The DWU Theatre Department conducts a virtual class meeting with Cody 
Strand, a special guest speaker from Broadway’s “The Book of Mormon.”

Cue Digital DWU
Digital DWU, 
an initiative first 
launched in 
February 2018,
is proving pivotal 
as DWU navigates 
the new normal.

The abrupt halt to the 
spring 2020 semester 
proved to be nothing 
more than a trifling 
alteration in how DWU 
prepares its students 
to live boldly, and the 
forward-thinking from 
administration, faculty 
and staff allotted the 
university to continue 
onward with relative ease. 

Digital DWU is a 
partnership with Apple 
and the first program of 
its kind in South Dakota.  
Each full-time, on-campus 
DWU student receives 
an iPad for hands-on, 
project-based learning.  
Students and faculty 
alike use iPads for a 
multitude of educational 
practices, whether it be 
delivering and/or listening 
to presentations and 
lectures, researching or 
creating live textbooks.

By Riley Nordquist

Digital DWU allowed for a 
graceful transition for students 
during the university’s period 
of remote learning.  Faculty 
were able to immediately 
connect with students by 
using Zoom or Microsoft 
Teams.

“While it’s impossible to 
generate the same kind of 
intimacy and engagement 
we have come to expect 
in a conventional DWU 
classroom, we are 
nevertheless seeing some 
really exciting student 
analysis,” said Dr. Sean 
Flynn, professor of history.

According to a recent student 
survey, over 91% of students 
agree that DWU’s Digital 
DWU initiative played a 
positive and significant role in 
making the transition to online 
learning relatively smooth 
during the spring 2020 
semester.

“At Dakota Wesleyan, we’re 
especially fortunate to have 
the technology that we do.  
We have our iPads and our 
Digital DWU initiative.  We 
don’t have to worry if every 
student or every professor 
has some way to stay 
connected,” said senior Rex 
Schlicht.

Since its inception, DWU 
has remained steadfast 
and unrelenting in its 
mission to develop strong 
leaders, innovative 
thinkers and world 
changers.  As we 
navigate unforeseen 
circumstances and 
traverse along the 
path of the unknown, 
DWU continues to 
equip its students with 
both the institutional 
knowledge and real-world 
competencies needed in 
our ever-changing world 
by upholding the bold 
foundation upon which 
it was built – whatever it 
takes.



BRE COUCH 
always wanted to be 
a nurse.  Growing 
up with a mom 
as a physician 
assistant, she was 
drawn toward the 
compassionate side 
of nursing, and she 
adored the thought of 
healing people.

As a senior nursing student 
at DWU, Couch was looking 
forward to finishing her 
last few months when the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit and 
disrupted her plans.  Like so 
many others, DWU nursing 
students found themselves in 
difficult positions as clinicals 
and senior practicums 
were abruptly postponed or 
canceled.

COURAGECOURAGE
U N D E R  P R E S S U R E

By Jan Larson Couch recalls getting a phone 
call from Penny Tilton, DWU 
nursing program director, to 
inform her that her practicum 
at Avera Queen of Peace 
Hospital in Mitchell was put on 
hold.  Couch had completed 
10 hours of her practicum 
at Avera but still needed 
to complete a total of 120 
hours to graduate.  Then, the 
opportunity arose for Couch to 
finish her practicum at Huron 
Regional Medical Center.  
Living in Woonsocket, with 
proximity to Huron, she 
jumped at the chance to go.

“I need to get this done.  I 
can’t wait.  I’m not going to 
wait.  During my four years 
of school, I did well, and I 
never had a hiccup.  I am 
not going to let this virus 
stop me from doing what I 
know I should do,” Couch 
said.

Couch was one of three 
DWU nursing students who 
completed their practicum in 
Huron.  She and the other 
students headed for the 
front lines, well aware that 
COVID-19 was in the area.

“Bre knew that when she 
chose the profession of 
nursing that she might be 
needed in times like this, so 
she chose to continue on 
– to go to the front lines – 
knowing of the breakout in 
Beadle County,” said Tilton.

Bre Couch
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Couch remembers being 
fearful on her first day but 
commends the hospital for 
keeping her safe.

“My first shift was on the 
med-surg floor which they 
had previously had a COVID 
patient on there, like two 
weeks before, and so I 
was wary going into that, 
but it never slowed me 
down. ... The hospital was 
prepared, and they were 
very protective of their staff 
and us,” she said.

Couch completed all her 
remaining hours in Huron.  
She had the opportunity 
to cross-train and work in 
multiple areas while at the 
hospital, including the surgical 
floor and the OB unit.  In 
June, Couch began a nursing 
position at Avera Queen of 
Peace in the intensive care 
unit in Mitchell.

DWU NURSING: PENNY TILTON
Penny.Tilton@dwu.edu
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Since 2010, Dakota Wesleyan University has dedicated one full 

day each spring for community service projects.  The day, known 

as the Great Wesleyan Giveback, brings students, faculty and 

staff together to honor DWU’s motto, “sacrifice or service.”  This 

year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the event was canceled 

for the first time in a decade.  Additionally, DWU’s annual giving 

day, A Day for Wesleyan, which raises funds for student 

scholarships, was also canceled.  DWU pulled together and 

combined the two days into an online initiative called

DWU Cares.  On April 28-29, members of the DWU community 

completed service projects remotely from their respective 

communities and shared photos of their efforts on social 

media using the hashtag #DWUcares.  Loyal supporters made 

generous gifts online to the university’s scholarship fund as well.  

As a result, over the two-day event, 168 service projects were 

shared across social media, and 338 donors raised over $54,000 

for Wesleyan student scholarships.
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andScotchman
Ms. Wesleyan

Z A C H  G O R S  A N D  M C K E N N A  R O G E R S
2 0 2 0

Zach Gors and Mckenna Rogers, 

seniors at Dakota Wesleyan University, 

were named this year’s 82nd Scotchman 

and 91st Ms. Wesleyan, the university’s 

highest honors.  DWU made an online 

announcement via a special video 

message from President Amy Novak on 

April 24, 2020.

By Riley Nordquist

ZACH GORS, of Tea, an 
elementary education 
major, completed his 
student teaching at 
Parkston Elementary 
School.  Gors embraced 
the challenge of 
transitioning to remote 
learning and will take his 
experiences with him as 
he begins a job as a fourth 
grade teacher at Tea 
Area Legacy Elementary 
School, beginning in the 
fall of 2020.  Gors was 
a member of the DWU 
football team and provided 
veteran leadership 
during his senior season.  

Actively involved on 
campus, Gors served as 
a student ambassador, 
resident assistant and a 
community tutor for area 
students.  He served as 
secretary for Student 
Ministry Council and was 
student body president.  
Gors also served as vice 
president of Phi Kappa 
Phi honor society.  He 
was a member of the lead 
team for Fusion United 
Methodist Church on the 
DWU campus.  As part of 
the Elisha Project, Gors 
interned for the Dakotas 
Conference of the 

United Methodist Church 
under the direction of 
Campus Pastor Eric Van 
Meter.  Gors remained 
an active volunteer in 
the community and 
surrounding areas, 
assisting with several 
youth camps, the Big 
Brother Big Sister program 
and lending his time to 
several university and 
community events.
 
“My experiences at 
Dakota Wesleyan 
have provided the 
avenues and valuable 
connections to 
establish personal 
relationships,” said 
Gors.  “Faculty and 
staff have encouraged 
and ignited the gifts, 
passions, and callings 
within me that I wasn’t 
even able to see in 
myself.  The sacrifices 
coaches, professors 
and teammates have 
made for my success 
means more than words 
could share.”

MCKENNA ROGERS, 
a native of St. Michael, 
Minn., a digital media 
and design major with 
concentrations in graphic 
and web design with math 
and business minors, 
excelled in the classroom.  
She was named to the 
university’s dean’s list 
all eight semesters.  
Rogers was a member 

of the DWU track and 
cross-country teams 
and was elected captain 
by her teammates and 
coaches.  She served as 
a student ambassador 
and was a member of 
Student Ministry Council, 
where she served as 
chairperson for the 
share team and handled 
the group’s marketing 

and promotion.  She 
also served on Student 
Association Senate and 
was a member of the 
business club.  Rogers 
has accepted a job with 
Innovative Systems in 
Mitchell.

“My whole experience 
at Dakota Wesleyan 
has been about forming 
a bond and support 
system with the campus 
and Mitchell community 
as a whole,” said 

Rogers.  “Having the 
opportunity to connect 
with people from every 
facet of the campus 
community, from peers 
to donors and board 
members to faculty 
and staff, has opened 
so many doors for me.  
It has helped me feel 
confident in my ability 
to apply and grow 
my strengths in the 
classroom, church and 
society.”

SCOTCHMAN 
CANDIDATES:
Ryan Chase, Huron
Tyler Larson, Mitchell
Luke Merrill, Sioux Falls
Rex Schlicht, Woonsocket
Luke Wodahl, Buffalo, Wyo.

MS. WESLEYAN 
CANDIDATES:
Kynedi Cheeseman,  
 Alexandria
Courtney Mascarenas,  
 Pueblo, Colo.
Jill Ricke, Sioux Falls 
Claire Stoller, Madison 
Mikayla Street, Revillo
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TRANSFER NOW
GET $2,020!

It’s never too late to find a college that feels like home.  With small classes and personal attention,
DAKOTA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY will prepare you for your career.

“I chose DWU for many 
reasons.  One reason 

was for the strong 
community.  Transferring 

from a school where 
attendance was low and 

there wasn’t much of 
a following, I lost that 
passion for playing in 

front of big crowds and 
on the big stage.  So, 

transitioning to the Corn 
Palace where thousands 
of die-hard fans come to 
support us is incredible.”

It’s easy to transfer to 
DWU!  Transfer for the 
fall 2020 semester and 
you’ll receive a

www.DWUTransfer2020.com

Tristan Teichmeier
Transferred from Sioux Falls, S.D.

$2,020 SCHOLARSHIP
– in addition to other scholarships.
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By Riley Nordquist

CARLA BERG ’01 serves multiple roles at George Washington University, including professor 
of prevention and community health at the Milken Institute School of Public Health and associate center 
director for population sciences and policy at the George Washington Cancer Center.  In her work, Carla 
has received over $10 million in grants from the National Institutes of Health to lead domestic and global 
research related to chronic diseases and cancer prevention and control, has authored more than 200 
publications related to these topics and was honored with a Fulbright Scholar Award.  She was a double 
major in psychology and mathematics at DWU and went on to receive a Master of Arts and Ph.D. in clinical 
health psychology from the University of Kansas in Lawrence.  Carla completed her residency in behavioral 
medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School in Boston and completed a Master 
of Business Administration from Emory University Goizueta Business School in Atlanta in 2017 during 
her tenure as faculty at Emory.  She has been actively involved in nonprofit organizations and initiatives 
related to cancer research and advocacy for children, including the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and 
Big Brother Big Sister.  Carla lives in the Washington, D.C., area with her husband, Todd Latourette, her 
stepdaughter, Kate, and her son, Knox.
“Coming from a very modest, small-town background, going to DWU offered me the opportunity to step into a 
new academic and social world that developmentally aligned with what I needed at the time.  My experiences 
were foundational in receiving mentorship and gaining the confidence necessary to define and pursue my life 
goals after I left DWU.”

Carla BergCarla Berg
Professor of Prevention
and Community Health

The onset of a new decade allows for reflection and remembrance of the 
places we’ve been, the people we’ve met and the good times along the 
way.  What better time to reflect on the impact a DWU education has had 
on the lives of our graduates?  Over the last two decades, Dakota Wesleyan 
has graduated more than 3,500 people and has educated professionals 
and leaders in many disciplines, including business, ministry, healthcare, 
education, criminal justice, psychology and more.  This section features 
an impressive sample of DWU alumni who have gone on to further their 
commitment to LEARNING, LEADERSHIP, FAITH and SERVICE.

wt feature

AMANDA WILLIAMS BLOCK ’04 started Dwell 605, an online Etsy shop and house-flipping 
business, in 2015.  Through Dwell 605, she and her husband have redesigned three homes in Platte and are 
currently working on a fourth.  As a custom sign designer, one of Amanda’s famous wood HOME signs was 
featured in HGTV Magazine in the summer of 2018.  She also has served as the fifth and sixth grade girls’ 
basketball coach in Platte for the last seven years.  Amanda graduated from DWU with a psychology major 
and an art minor and was a member of the women’s basketball and track teams during her time at DWU.  
She and her husband, Jesse Block ’07, currently live in Platte with their three children, Berkley, Cade and 
Baylor.
“My experience at DWU was wonderful.  I was able to continue to play basketball, a sport I loved, and meet 
some amazing people who are still in my life.  Being a student-athlete teaches you so many life lessons – how 
to be driven, responsible and loyal.  These are all traits I carry with me today in my everyday life as a wife, mom 
and business owner.  I will cherish the memories I made during my time at Wesleyan forever.”

Amanda BlockAmanda Block
Owner of Dwell 605
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DAN CHEESEMAN ’00 is in the process of purchasing the car wash chain, Mega Wash, as part 
of a new five-year plan.  He previously served as the chief operations officer and vice president of Klock 
Werks for 22 years.  While at Klock Werks, Dan was the driving force behind many projects that received 
U.S. patents and helped lead the Klock Werks racing team to multiple land speed records.  He has a passion 
for motorcycles and has shared that passion with the community.  Dan taught a motorcycle safety and 
licensing course for the South Dakota Safety Council for 11 years and helps plan, orchestrate and execute 
Mitchell Main Street’s pre-Sturgis festivities.  He continues to lend his time to DWU and serves as a shark for 
DWU’s entrepreneurship program, “Shark Tank.”  Dan has participated in volunteer efforts within the Mitchell 
community, including the Stampede Rodeo, the Mitchell Area Safehouse and Mitchell Animal Rescue.  He 
majored in business at DWU.  Dan and his wife, Dawn, have one son, Corbin, and live in Mitchell.
“Of the many great skills that I learned at DWU, I feel the most important is showing me what a ‘community’ can 
achieve in all walks of life.  People want to be part of something that makes them feel like they belong.  I find 
this true in business and within other organizations I have been involved.  People want to be more than just a 
number on a spreadsheet.”

Dan CheesemanDan Cheeseman
Aspiring Entrepreneur
with Mega Wash

ANDREW DEVANEY ’15 is the founder and CEO of AsOne Ministries, an organization he started 
in Uganda.  AsOne Ministries uses discipleship and social enterprises to combat poverty and brokenness 
within communities.  As a faithful social entrepreneur, he created AsOne to be an organization that takes a 
comprehensive approach to transforming communities.  In just a few years, AsOne has raised nearly $1.5 
million to help build three schools – reaching 500 students – to provide scholarships to 150 students, to 
start two small businesses, to employ 60 Ugandans and to train 1,000-plus farmers.  Andrew and AsOne 
are passionate about building a movement of sustainable solutions that end economic, relational and 
spiritual poverty in Uganda.  He was a religious studies major at DWU and went on to earn his Master of 
Divinity from Denver Seminary in 2019.  Andrew was awarded one of 12 Kern Family Foundation four-year, 
full-ride scholarships to the seminary.  During his time at Denver Seminary, he was awarded the Robert E. 
Woolfolk Award, which is given to an individual who demonstrates graciousness, love for the church and 
a commitment to bridge-building.  He stays committed to giving back to the greater Denver metropolitan 
area and serves as the outreach director for The Porch Church in Centennial, Colo.  Andrew and his wife, 
Veronica, live in Denver.
“DWU taught me how to explore.  I traveled all around the world during my time at Dakota Wesleyan.  I wouldn’t 
have the relationships I do, the experiences I have and the inquisitiveness to keep pursuing more if it wasn’t for 
DWU.  I was positioned well by my wonderful professors and the school staff who believed in me, encouraged 
me, and gave me the opportunities to lead, fail and learn.”

MICAELA ERICKSON ’14, ’15 serves as the manager of consumer sales for the Minnesota 
Timberwolves and Lynx.  She was named the 2018 WNBA Ticket Sales and Service Leader for June, July 
and August, and the 2017-18 Lynx Season MVP and Highest Revenue Performer.  In 2017 alone, Micaela 
recorded the highest ticket sales for total new revenue, highest total new full-season equivalents revenue 
and highest overall revenue in the WNBA.  She is a member of Active WISE, a group for women in the sports 
and entertainment industry.  Micaela also volunteers her time to the Timberwolves and Lynx Read to Achieve 
program and the annual broadcast auction.  She majored in business administration and minored in sports 
management during her time at DWU.  After graduating, she earned her MBA from DWU in 2015.  Micaela 
currently lives in Minneapolis and is engaged to Jalen Voss ’15.
“Dakota Wesleyan University gave me the foundation for my career in several ways.  Playing college basketball 
was a dream of mine and being able to play it at DWU with the fan base and support we were given was 
amazing.  I wouldn’t change my time at DWU for the world.  It provided me with everything and more than I 
could have asked for in a college experience and in preparing me for my career today.”

Andrew DeVaneyAndrew DeVaney
Founder and CEO
of AsOne Ministries

Micaela EricksonMicaela Erickson
Manager of Consumer
Sales for the Minnesota
Timberwolves/Lynx

20in20
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NICK GIANOU ’06 is a partner at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, a leading international 
law firm.  He represents clients on a wide range of transactional tax matters, including public and private 
M&A, IPOs and other debt and equity offerings, joint ventures, mutual funds, real estate investment trusts, 
and countless more.  Nick graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in business administration from DWU 
before going on to earn his Juris Doctor degree with highest distinction from the University of Iowa College of 
Law in 2009.  He was a member of the DWU baseball team and played a key role in the team’s back-to-back 
conference championships in 2004 and 2005.  He was an Academic All-American in 2006.  Nick currently 
lives in Chicago with his wife, Janae Poelma Gianou ’06, and their two sons, Drew and Sawyer.
“DWU played an important role in my personal and professional development.  Four years of juggling a busy 
baseball schedule and schoolwork prepared me for the demands of law school.  The personalized attention 
I received in the classroom from faculty members who were invested in my success greatly enriched my 
academic experience.  I developed friendships and memories that will last a lifetime.  DWU is where I met my 
wife, Janae, without whose support I would not be where I am today.”

DON HEDRICK ’02 serves as the assistant chief of police for the Rapid City Police Department.  
Earlier this year, Don was accepted into the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health as a 
Bloomberg Fellow.  He is one of 58 Bloomberg Fellows selected this year and is one of eight leaders in the 
nation to receive the fellowship to pursue a Doctor of Public Health degree.  Don serves as a board member 
for the Club for Boys and is an advisory board member for the Rapid City/Pennington County Alcohol and 
Drug Program.  He is a previous instructor of criminal justice at Western Dakota Technical Institute and a 
former football coach for South Dakota School of Mines & Technology.  Currently, Don teaches criminal 
justice courses at National American University.  In 2014, Don was recognized as an FBI National Academy 
member, and in 2016, he received the International Association of Chiefs of Police 40 Under 40 Award.  He 
was also a member of the Leadership South Dakota Class of 2016.  He was a criminal justice major that 
went on to earn a Master of Science degree in administrative studies from the University of South Dakota in 
2008.  Don and his wife, Janet, live in Rapid City and have three children.
“My experience at DWU gave me a great foundation to have a meaningful career and to truly make a difference 
in others’ lives.  My four years in Mitchell helped to solidify the goal of being a professional in the criminal 
justice field, and DWU gave me the tools I needed to be successful.  I learned what it meant to make an 
investment in people and to lift up your teammates and classmates so everyone can thrive.”

Nick GianouNick Gianou
Partner at Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom

Don HedrickDon Hedrick
Assistant Chief of Police
for the Rapid City Police
Department

ASHLEY KINGDON-REESE ’14 serves as the founder and executive director for Independent 
Health Solutions.  Her community involvement and volunteer efforts are endless.  Ashley is a member of the 
South Dakota Nurses Association, the American Nurses Association, the Aging Adult Coalition, Kiwanis Club, 
the Rural Healthcare Coalition, the Occupational Safety and Health Association, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
support groups, the United Way, the Jan Manolis Family Safe Center, the Huron Youth Leadership Council, 
the Karen Association and the National Apprenticeship Program.  She also served as a BIG Idea mentor.  
She teaches CPR and first aid to community members and healthcare professionals and is an approved 
instructor for CNA licensing and medication assistants.  Ashley conducts community FIT testing for N95 use 
and recently completed the training required to perform Sexual Assault Nurse Examinations for adult victims 
to assist with the Beadle County Assault Task Force.  She received her Bachelor of Science in nursing at 
DWU before going on to earn her master’s degree in business administration and healthcare management 
from Western Governors University.  She is currently finishing up her legal nurse consultant certification in 
pursuit of a forensic nursing degree.  Ashley and her husband, Ricky, have one daughter, Abigayle, and live 
in Huron.
“DWU provided the skills I needed to network and establish authentic mentor relationships and really allowed 
me to get involved with several organizations after graduation.”
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CODY HOEFERT ’00 owns his own clinic, Lyon County Chiropractic, in Rock Rapids.  His 
community involvement ranges far and wide, from assisting with Sunday school and serving as a deacon 
at church, to the chamber of commerce, city council, DWU Alumni Board and the Iowa Republican Party – 
where he serves as co-chair.  Cody was recognized as a Northwest Iowa Top 20 Business Leader Under 40.  
He also coaches boys’ and girls’ basketball, ranging from third grade to eighth grade.  Cody was a biology 
and history double major at DWU and went on to earn his Doctor of Chiropractic from Northwestern Health 
Sciences University in 2004.
“The educational foundation I received while at DWU provided the cornerstones on which I have built the rest of 
my education, and that has allowed me to be successful in business, in practice and in life,” he said.

JENNIFER WAHLE HOEFERT ’01 serves as the rehab department manager and physical 
therapist at Sanford, supervising 30 employees and providing a wide range of rehabilitation services.  As 
a certified clinical instructor, she provides valuable training for physical therapy students in a rural setting.  
Jennifer assists with outreach services to area schools, skilled nursing facilities and businesses.  She is 
active in her community through youth education and committees at her local church.  In addition, Jennifer 
serves as a youth volleyball coach.  She graduated Summa Cum Laude from DWU, completing her 
undergraduate degree in biology.  Jennifer received her master’s in physical therapy from College of St. 
Catherine in 2003 and was named a staff physical therapist at Sanford Luverne Medical Center in Luverne, 
Minn.  She went on to earn her Doctor of Physical Therapy from St. Catherine University, St. Paul, Minn., in 
2007.
“DWU’s values of ‘learning, leadership, faith and service’ further strengthened my own values in these areas, 
providing a strong foundation to demonstrate these attributes in my daily life,” she said.

Cody and Jennifer jointly received a DWU Distinguished Alumni Award in 2012.  The couple lives in Rock 
Rapids, Iowa, with their four children, Ethan, Ephraim, Ellianna and Emmalynn.

Cody andCody and
Jennifer HoefertJennifer Hoefert
Owner of Lyon County 
Chiropractic and Physical 
Therapist at Sanford
Luverne Medical Center

JOHN OLSON ’09 is an optometrist at Vision Care Associates in Mobridge and serves as a member 
of the South Dakota Optometric Society and American Optometric Association.  He is a member of the 
Mobridge and Gettysburg Chamber and serves as vice president and shareholder for the Oahe Hills Golf 
Course Board.  John is also a supporter of Mobridge Rodeo, Mobridge Rotary and the Gettysburg Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) program.  He majored in athletic training at DWU.  John earned his 
Doctor of Optometry degree with honors from the University of Missouri-St. Louis in 2013.
“DWU encourages leadership development and academic advancement.  It is a family environment that allows 
students to grow in a comfortable, yet challenging manner.  I would not be where I am today without the 
constant support of the athletic training program.”

HEATHER LOVE OLSON ’10 serves as a physician assistant with Mobridge Regional Hospital 
and Clinics and has a special interest in sports medicine and orthopedics.  She is a member of the American 
Academy of Physician Assistants, the Society of Emergency Physician Assistants and the South Dakota 
Academy of Physician Assistants.  Heather remains active in the Mobridge community and her local church.  
She was a double major in athletic training and biology at DWU.  Heather earned a Master of Medical 
Science degree from Saint Louis University and became a certified physician assistant (PA-C) in 2013.
“DWU helped me to realize my potential and pursue my goals.  The intensity of the athletic training program 
prepared me for the rigor of my PA program.”

The couple lives in Mobridge with their son, Carter.
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Katie JohnsonKatie Johnson
Senior Auditor at Deloitte
& Touche 
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KATIE JOHNSON ’15 works as a senior auditor at Deloitte & Touche.  Katie is a certified public 
accountant and is active in the Omaha community, where she has volunteered as a youth mentor with 
Partnership for Kids and serves as a youth basketball coach.  Katie participates in Junior Achievement and 
has assisted Omaha South High School students with mock interviews.  She is also a member of Westside 
Church in Omaha. Katie was an accounting and mathematics double major at DWU.  She currently lives in 
Omaha, Neb.  Katie and her fiancé, Erik Prieto, are planning a wedding for later this year.
“I was able to leverage a network of professors and alumni during my time at DWU to secure a position in public 
accounting after graduation.  The multifaceted aspect of a liberal arts education has proven essential in several 
areas, such as public speaking, leading meetings with clients and preparing presentations to visualize results.  
The core pillars reinforced during my time at DWU still align with my values today – to identify places where I 
can make an impact by giving of myself and continuing to grow spiritually through involvement in my church.”

JENN NEBELSICK LOWERY ’04 is the superintendent of schools for the Tea Area School 
District.  During her eight years as superintendent, the school district has nearly doubled in size, passed two 
bond issues, completed seven construction projects and built a nationally recognized K-12 STEM program.  
She serves as the secretary/treasurer of the Tea Chamber for Development Corporation, is a member of 
the local Lion’s Club and serves on the board of Tea’s community outreach organization.  Jenn and her 
family are active members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Tea, where she leads the children’s music program.  
She also serves as secretary of the South Dakota Schools Superintendents Association and serves on the 
executive board of the School Administrators of South Dakota.  Jenn earned her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in math education from DWU and went on to earn a master’s degree in educational psychology from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2005.  In 2009, she earned an Ed.S. degree in educational administration 
PK-12 principal from the University of South Dakota.  In 2014, she earned her Doctor of Education, also from 
USD.  Jenn and her husband, Brian, live in Tea with their three children, Daschle, Dawson and Anniston.
“Wesleyan provided authentic opportunities to serve and lead.  Dakota Wesleyan instills a commitment to pay 
it forward.  The purpose of my life is to pay it forward by providing opportunities for others to be their best self 
and to model servant leadership for my children and community.”

JUSTIN MITCHELL ’12 serves as an assistant staff judge advocate for the United States Air 
Force.  In 2019, he was named the wing staff agency commissioned grade officer of the 3rd Quarter in 
the 6th Air Refueling Wing.  Earlier this year, he was named an Air Mobility Command Inspector General 
Wing Outstanding Performer.  Justin has contributed to several volunteer efforts throughout his adult and 
professional life, including volunteering for the Adelante Alabama Worker Center and the New Mexico Big 
Brother Big Sister program.  For the last two and a half years, he has also taught local school districts and 
law schools about the law of armed conflict and the importance of compassion in war.  Justin graduated from 
DWU with a bachelor’s degree in public service and leadership.  Following his time at DWU, Justin earned a 
Juris Doctor from the Cumberland School of Law at Samford University in Birmingham, Ala., where he was 
the recipient of the Mann Award for Leadership and Character.  He currently lives in Tampa, Fla.
“DWU has taught me the importance of serving others as a way to lead.  Throughout the last decade, whether 
it was running a local, black law students’ association or a national moot court competition, I have strived to 
serve those around me in order to lift them up and push them to become better attorneys, students and human 
beings.  The compassion that I developed at DWU has altered the way I look at military justice, legal assistance, 
and most recently, my interest in the military’s environmental impact and how we can mitigate that impact for 
future generations.”
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DANIEL NELSON ’02 is an orthopedic surgeon at CNOS in Dakota Dunes and focuses on primary 
and revision hip and knee arthroplasty.  Daniel serves as a board member for the Siouxland Surgery Center 
Physician Investors, as treasurer for the South Dakota State Orthopedic Society Board and as the executive 
board treasurer for CNOS.  Additionally, he serves as a clinical professor at the University of South Dakota 
Sanford School of Medicine.  Daniel was a biology and mathematics double major at DWU.  He went on to 
earn a Master of Arts degree from the University of South Dakota in 2003 and his Doctor of Medicine degree 
from the University of South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine in 2007.  Daniel completed residency in 
orthopedic surgery at the University of Oklahoma and a fellowship in joint replacement at the Southern 
Joint Replacement Institute in Nashville, Tenn.  Daniel and his wife, Heather, have three children, Geoffrey, 
Alexzandra and Samantha, and live in Dakota Dunes.
“My education at DWU gave me the opportunity to develop study habits for lifelong learning, find a passion for 
teaching others and gain the confidence to become a leader in my surgical practice.”

Daniel NelsonDaniel Nelson
Orthopedic Surgeon
at CNOS

KELSEY MILLER PRITCHARD ’10 serves as the head of PR and social media at Bozell, 
an advertising agency in Omaha.  Previously, Kelsey spent six years in Pierre working in politics, which 
included serving as communications director for former South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard.  She is an 
active member of her church, serving on the worship team by singing and playing keys for the band.  Kelsey 
received her bachelor’s degree in public service and leadership from DWU before going on to earn her 
master’s degree from the University of Dallas.  Kelsey and her husband, Chris Pritchard ’11, live in Omaha, 
Neb., with their son, Jack, and are expecting a second child in August 2020.  
“While at DWU, I remember Dr. Simmons once said to me, ‘You could write speeches for the governor someday.’  
I thought, ‘Sure, like that’ll happen.’  Funny enough, it did.  Having professors who believed in me, encouraged 
me and saw something in me when I couldn’t see it in myself helped me to grow immensely, so did the 
opportunities I had outside of the classroom.  Being a part of the praise band, singing with The Highlanders, 
serving on SMC, being involved with theatre, organizing the College Republicans group – it all ended up being 
just as vital to me as the educational aspects of college.”

Kelsey PritchardKelsey Pritchard
Head of PR and Social
Media at Bozell

STEPHANIE LOUDNER TRAVERSIE ’08 serves as the clinical coordinator of behavioral 
health at the Human Service Agency in Watertown.  As a strong proponent and advocate for mental health, 
she is actively involved in suicide prevention efforts in Watertown.  With the help of her agency and fellow 
colleagues, Stephanie formed the Suicide Awareness for Everyone (SAFE) coalition, which includes an 
annual suicide prevention walk/run that launched in 2015.  SAFE also includes a crisis texting platform 
for Watertown High School students.  Stephanie serves on the board for the Lake Area Child Protection 
Committee and is also a member of the South Dakota Counseling Association.  Stephanie is a licensed 
professional counselor, qualified mental health professional and board approved supervisor in the state of 
South Dakota.   She earned a double major in psychology and biology at DWU and went on to receive a 
Master of Science degree in professional counseling from Grand Canyon University in 2014.  Stephanie and 
her husband, Chuck Baechler, live in Watertown and share a large family with two biological children, three 
stepchildren and six step-grandchildren.  Her late husband, Ron Traversie ’03, passed away in 2005, two 
years after they suffered the loss of their son, Peyton.
“Dakota Wesleyan University has positioned me for success by giving me the opportunity to overcome 
adversity and challenges for a Native American woman who was also a nontraditional student.  I had always 
believed that my life’s purpose was to help others, but I never really knew what that would look like until I 
attended DWU.”
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BRANDON VETTER ’03 is the lead pastor of Legacy United Methodist Church in Bismarck.  
Brandon serves on the board of the Missouri Valley Coalition for Homeless Persons Inc. and regularly 
partners with the United Way and its local homeless shelter.  He was a pivotal member of the team that 
helped launch Fusion Church on the DWU campus.  Brandon received the Francis Asbury Award for his work 
with campus ministry from 2006 to 2014.  He was a communication, human services and multimedia triple 
major at DWU.
“As a student, DWU was an incredible place to try out leadership roles of all kinds.  It was an incredible 
laboratory to figure out what gifts and talents God has placed inside of me.  When I served as the campus 
pastor, the same was true.  We had the freedom to try all kinds of things to help students, staff and faculty grow 
in faith,” he said.

VICKY PETERSON VETTER ’03 works as the student ministry director at Legacy United 
Methodist.  Vicky lends her time and efforts to several community projects and initiatives.  She volunteers 
as a family partner for LSS Refugee Resettlement and organizes students for service projects at the United 
Way, the Salvation Army, and various other helping agencies and outreach and support programs.  Earlier 
this year, Vicky became a graduate of the Youth Cartel Coaching Program.  Vicky earned a double major in 
religion/philosophy and human services at DWU.
“Dakota Wesleyan gave me multiple opportunities to grow into leadership positions.  Wesleyan’s emphasis on 
service and outreach instilled in me a passion to help whomever and however I’m able and organize service 
teams to make even bigger impacts in our community.  Wesleyan gave me the confidence to believe
I could be useful and successful early in my career,” she said.

The couple lives in Bismarck, N.D., with their two children, Miranda and Eli.

Vicky andVicky and
Brandon VetterBrandon Vetter
Student Ministry Director 
and Lead Pastor of Legacy 
United Methodist Church

Cierra SchneiderCierra Schneider
Finance and Administration 
Coordinator at the Global 
Child Nutrition Foundation

CIERRA SCHNEIDER ’18 is a finance and administration coordinator at the Global Child 
Nutrition Foundation in Seattle, a position she landed with help from the McGovern Center while at Dakota 
Wesleyan.  Cierra’s dedication to fighting hunger has led her to volunteer and advocate for the cause beyond 
her profession.  She regularly volunteers with FareStart and SolidGround, two large nonprofits that work 
to combat hunger, homelessness and racism.  She was a double major in nonprofit administration and 
psychology at DWU.  Cierra lives in Seattle.
“DWU, specifically the McGovern Center, was instrumental in connecting me with an internship the summer 
between my sophomore and junior year.  Upon graduation, I was offered a full-time position to work at the 
company I had interned for.  Two years later, I am still working for the nonprofit.  When you work for a small, 
international nonprofit, you never know what challenge is going to arise next.  DWU helped me build a strong 
foundation.  With that foundation, I have been able to adjust my skills to my organization’s needs.”

alumnialumni20202020
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Brock SeimBrock Seim
Casualty Reinsurance 
Portfolio Manager with 
American Family Insurance

BROCK SEIM ’07 has built up years of professional experience in the insurance industry, having 
spent many years with Nationwide Insurance before moving on to American Family Insurance, where he now 
serves as a casualty reinsurance portfolio manager in Madison, Wis.  Brock actively serves as a fellow of the 
Casualty Actuarial Society and a member of the American Academy of Actuaries.  He stays actively involved 
in his community through his love of sports, serving as a youth coach for both baseball and basketball.  
Brock graduated from DWU with a Bachelor of Arts degree in mathematics.  During his time at DWU, he was 
a member of the DWU men’s basketball team. Brock was a two-time All-GPAC First-Team selection and an 
NAIA All-American First-Team and Second-Team honoree.  He was named the GPAC Player-of-the-Year 
in the 2006-07 season and was inducted to the DWU Athletic Hall of Fame in 2019.  Brock and his wife, 
Danielle, live in Sun Prairie, Wis., with their two sons, Brady and Kaden.
“The DWU community provided a great platform with which to build a foundation that I am still using today.  
The approachability of the faculty, the sense of community and the extracurricular opportunities are second to 
none.”
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Isaac Van EssenIsaac Van Essen
Co-owner of ClicOutdoor

ISAAC VAN ESSEN ’17 works as co-owner of ClicOutdoor, the parent company of Instagram 
phenom, Team4Runner.  ClicOutdoor, a lifestyle-brand development company headquarted in Denver and 
Indianapolis, offers full-service digital marketing and also provides pro bono and discounted marketing 
services for local nonprofits.  Right out of the gate, Isaac and his team created two all-new, outdoor-inspired 
events where people come together to off-road, camp and clean local trails.  As of today, they have cleaned 
over 5,000 pounds of trash from local trails in more than eight states nationwide.  Isaac volunteers his 
time and serves as a board member for AsOne Ministries and is active in his local church.  He majored in 
business at DWU.  Isaac and his wife, MacKenzie Stevens Van Essen ’15, live in Denver.
“DWU staff, track and field, and student ministry set me up to grow in so many ways – through maturity, 
knowledge, business and in my faith, above all.  Being a resident assistant taught me responsibility and 
compassion; student ministry council showed me that life with God and people is so much better; and my 
business program challenged and encouraged me to pursue my start-up and chase what life looked like after 
college.”

alumnialumni20202020
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HOGLUND,HOGLUND,
etch names into etch names into DWUDWU history books history books

TYHOGLUND

By Ian McClanahan ’16, ’18
Sports Contributor

CHEESEMAN
KYNEDI

D W U  T I G E R  B A S K E T B A L L

With as illustrious of careers as 
one could have, Dakota Wesleyan 
University basketball fans have had 
the ridiculous privilege of watching 
not just one, but two historic careers 
take place at the Corn Palace over the 
previous four years with the careers 
of TY HOGLUND and KYNEDI 
CHEESEMAN coming to a close in 
March.

Both players were poised to lead 
their teams to make a run at their 
respective NAIA Division II Basketball 
National Tournaments before their 
careers were forced to halt.  Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, both 
basketball national tournaments were 
canceled, bringing an unlikely end to 
a pair of distinguished careers in the 
Tiger blue.

Each player left a lasting impression 
on their respective programs, as 

each athlete guided their team to 
a national tournament appearance 
each of their four years at DWU.  
They each finished in the top three in 
career scoring in their program history, 
each scored more than 2,000 career 
points, each recorded more than 500 
career rebounds and each shot over 
80% from the free-throw line in their 
careers.  If that is not enough, they 
each finished as a two-time NAIA 
All-American First-Team member, 
finishing only one career steal 
apart as Hoglund snagged 160 and 
Cheeseman tallied 159 career steals.

Hoglund finished in third place in 
program scoring history with 2,729 
points, behind only Scott Morgan 
and Alan Miller.  He also tallied 521 
rebounds, 295 assists, 160 steals, 
300 made 3-pointers and a field goal 
percentage of 51.3% in his career.  
Cheeseman finished her career in 
second place in program scoring 
history with 2,130 points, just behind 
Randi Morgan.  She also notched 540 
rebounds, 448 assists, 159 steals, 745 
made field goals and a career free-
throw percentage of 86.6%.

CHEESEMANCHEESEMAN
wt feature

CAREER POINTS
2,729

third in program history
fifth in S.D. collegiate history

CAREER POINTS
2,130

second in program history

• Four-time All-American

• Four-time All-GPAC First-Team

 honoree

• GPAC Freshman-of-the-Year

• GPAC Player-of-the-Year

• CoSIDA Academic All-American

• Four-year national tournament

 participant

• Two-time All-American

• Three-time All-GPAC honoree

• National Tournament MVP

• National Champion

• NAIA All-American Scholar-

 Athlete

• Four-year national tournament

 participant

#BleedBlue
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Throughout his career, Hoglund 
averaged 21.7 points, 4.1 rebounds, 
2.3 assists and 1.3 steals per game.  
In his senior season alone, the Dell 
Rapids native averaged 23.1 points 
per game and scored 716 points on 
the year, good for eighth nationally in 
both categories.  He also finished 10th 
in the country with an 86.6% free-
throw percentage.

Hoglund led the Great Plains 
Athletic Conference in total points and 
was second in the GPAC in points per 
game.  He also finished third in the 
conference in free-throw percentage 
and was fifth with 3.03 assists per 
game.

“We are just so thankful for Ty 
choosing DWU and then thankful for 
everything he has done here at DWU 
and the way he did it,” head men’s 

basketball coach Matt Wilber said.  
“He was an everyday guy who was 
always trying to operate at his best 
regardless of what we were doing.  He 
finished his career as one of the best 
ever at DWU.  Outside of his talent, he 
was also one of the best teammates 
and leaders I have ever been around, 
and we will miss him in our day-to-day 
life as much as we will miss him on 
game nights.”

In her career, Cheeseman 
averaged 15.1 points per game, 
which was fourth in program history.  
She also averaged 3.8 rebounds 
and 3.2 assists per contest.  In her 
final season in a Tiger uniform, 
the Alexandria native averaged 
20.7 points per game and scored 
663 points on the year, ranking 
fifth nationally in both categories.  
Cheeseman also checked in at ninth 
with an 85.4% free-throw percentage 
and was 15th in the country with 142 
assists on the season.

She earned All-GPAC First-Team 
honors for the second time in her 
career after leading the conference 
in multiple categories.  She led the 
GPAC in points scored and points per 
game, while checking in at second in 
free-throw percentage.  Cheeseman 
was also second in the conference in 
assists and assists per contest.

“It’s hard to put into words what 
Kynedi has meant to us over the 
past four years,” said head women’s 
basketball coach Jason Christensen 
’98.  “Her hard work and determination 
have pushed her to where she is 
today – not only on the court, but 
also in the classroom and in the 
community.  She has done things 
the right way and set a standard for 
players for years to come.”

Cheeseman is only the second 
DWU women’s basketball player to 
be a two-time NAIA All-American 
First-Team member.  The only other 
player to accomplish this feat was 
Randi Morgan during the 2001-02 
and 2003-04 seasons.  The careers of 
Morgan and Cheeseman were similar 
in the fact that Morgan led her team 
to the first national championship 
appearance in program history, while 
Cheeseman helped secure the first 
national championship in program 
history in 2018.  Each player also was 
awarded the National Tournament 
MVP.

“The support my coaches and 
teammates have given me the past 

four years has pushed me to be 
the best that I can be,” Cheeseman 
said.  “Being a two-time All-American 
First-Team member has proven 
just that.  It is always an honor to 
receive any award, but I would be 
nowhere without the hard work my 
coaches and teammates have put 
in right alongside me.  I am proud of 
the accomplishments that my entire 
team has made the past four years at 
Dakota Wesleyan.”

Hoglund also left his stamp on his 
respective program, as he was the 
only DWU men’s basketball player to 
be named to the NAIA All-American 
Team all four years.  He was an 
honorable mention recipient his 
freshman year, a third-team honoree 
his sophomore year and was tabbed 
to the first team his final two seasons.  
The only other DWU players to be 
named a three-time All-American were 
Alan Miller from 1982 to 1985 and 
Jalen Voss from 2012 to 2015.

“To be an All-American all four 
years is something I will never forget,” 
Hoglund said.  “The GPAC Player-
of-the-Year award this year was very 
special.  This award wasn’t just a 
one-year accomplishment; it was hard 
work over the last 15 years paying 
off.  There were so many great people 
alongside me in this journey that I will 
never forget.  I am forever thankful for 
my coaches, teammates and fans who 
have supported me through it all.”

At the end of the day, one thing is 
certain – both players solidified their 
place in the DWU history books, and 
they will forever BLEED BLUE.

DWU MEN’S BASKETBALL:
MATT WILBER
Matt.Wilber@dwu.edu
DWU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL:
JASON CHRISTENSEN
Jason.Christensen@dwu.edu
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SHORTS
Visit www.dwuathletics.com for sports updates.

Baseball
Despite the season being cut 
short, the Tigers were able 
to play in the annual Tucson 
Invitational.  The baseball team 
also played a doubleheader 
against Mayville State University 
at U.S. Bank Stadium.  The 
Tigers finished the season with a 
5-11 record.

Football
The football squad ended the 
season on a positive note by 
winning a pair of games against 
the University of Jamestown and 
Hastings College.  The Tigers 
finished the season with a 3-8 
record, and five DWU players 
were named to the All-GPAC 
Team, with Spencer Neugebauer 
leading the way with first-team 
special teams and second-
team offense honors.  Senior 
Tyler Wagner made the second 
team defense for a second 
consecutive season, while Daniel 
Libolt made the All-GPAC Team 
for a second time in just as many 
years.  Alan Murtic and Cody 
Reichelt were each tabbed
All-GPAC Honorable Mention.

Men’s Basketball
The season was one to 
remember, as the Tigers hosted 
the GPAC Championship game 
against Concordia University 
after cruising to a pair of GPAC 
Tournament wins in the opening 
two rounds.  DWU was set to 
play Indiana University South 
Bend in the opening round of 

the national tournament before 
being canceled.  DWU finished 
with a record of 23-9.  Senior 
Ty Hoglund was named the 
GPAC Player-of-the-Year, 
as Samuel McCloud earned 
All-GPAC Honorable Mention.  
Hoglund was also named NAIA 
All-America First Team, NABC 
All-America and Academic All-
America.

Cross-Country
The young roster finished 
the season at the GPAC 
Championships with freshman 
Wyatt Baldauf leading the 
men’s side with a time of 27:23 
minutes.  Mckenna Rogers led 
the women’s team, finishing in 
20:40.  The Tigers return 15 
runners for the fall of 2020.

Golf
The spring season was canceled 
for the DWU men’s and women’s 
golf teams, but they were able 
to play their full fall season.  
The women’s team won the 
Buena Vista Invitational, as 
Megan Hinker led the team in 
third place.  At the GPAC Fall 
Qualifier, the women finished 
in fourth as a team.  The men 
took second at the Jamestown 
Invitational and tied for second 
place at the Northwestern/Dordt 
Invitational.  The men took fourth 
at the GPAC Fall Qualifier, as 
Nolan Wiegel was tied for fourth 
place.

Soccer
To finish the 2019 season, the 
women’s soccer team won two 
of its final three games to end 
with a 5-10-1 overall record, 
while the men finished the 
season with a win and a record 
of 4-10-2.  Rafael Medrano and 
Kaio Dantas earned All-GPAC 
Honorable Mention for the men, 
while the women earned a pair 
of spots with Josephine Bardsley 
on the second team and Jocelyn 
Behm as honorable mention.

Track and Field
Although the spring season was 
canceled, the Tigers hosted 
the GPAC Indoor Track & Field 
Championships with seven 
athletes being tabbed to the 
All-GPAC Team.  Three athletes 
qualified for the NAIA Indoor 
Track & Field Championships. 
Lydia Gerber tallied a personal 
best in the triple jump, as she 
took 12th.  Claire Stoller also 
competed in the triple jump 
and took 24th, while Jared 
Rabenberg competed in the high 
jump and finished in 16th place.

Softball
With the season being cut short, 
the Tigers finished the 2020 
season with an 8-13 record.  In 
the shortened season, DWU 
recorded a pair of wins over 
then-No. 10 Valley City State 
University in the Presentation 
College Dome Classic.  The 
Tigers also competed in the 
annual Tucson Invitational and 
won a pair of games in Arizona.

Volleyball
History was made for DWU in 
2019 after winning 20 games 
for the first time since 1993 and 
with Becky Frick being the first 
athlete named an All-American 
since 1990.  Three Tigers made 
the All-GPAC Team, as Frick 
made the first team and Mallory 
Cooper and Emily Brunsing 
earned honorable mention 
status.  This was the second 
straight year that Frick made the 
first team, while this was the first 
time in Cooper’s and Brunsing’s 
careers that they made the 
All-GPAC Team.  Frick was also 

the first NAIA volleyball athlete 
in DWU history to be named the 
CoSIDA Academic All-America 
Team Member of the Year.

Women’s Basketball
DWU finished the season with 
a 21-11 record, winning its final 
game of the season against 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
78-67 in the opening round 
of the NAIA DII Women’s 
Basketball Championship.  
Kynedi Cheeseman and Sarah 
Carr were each tabbed to the All-
GPAC First Team, while Makaela 
Karst was named honorable 
mention.  Cheeseman was 
also named NAIA All-American 
First Team and was a WBCA 
All-American member, as Carr 
earned All-American Third-Team 
honors.

Wrestling
For the first time since 2016, 
a wrestling athlete made the 
NAIA Wrestling Championship, 
as junior Marcus Urban 
accomplished the feat.  He 
finished the season as an All-
GPAC Second-Team member 
with a record of 23-14.  Other 
Tigers who competed in the 
GPAC Wrestling Championships 
include Taten Bahm, Cole 
Halouska and Carter Max.

TeamMakers
Visit www.dwuathletics.com/
teammakers/TeamMaker_
Pledge to join TeamMakers, 
DWU’s booster club.  These 
funds help Dakota Wesleyan 
provide scholarships for the 
highest quality student-athletes 
from South Dakota and beyond.

Tiger Schedules
Visit www.dwuathletics.com to 
view updated athletic schedules 
for Wesleyan’s sports.

Follow us on:

#BleedBlue
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DWU Athletic
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Raven Morgan Ellwein ’00 completed her career with 1,302 points, good for sixth all time in women’s 
basketball history upon her graduation.  She sits in eighth place in program history, averaging 12.5 points per game throughout her career.  
In 1998, she received SDIC Player-of-the-Week honors.  Ellwein was a SDIC All-Conference Third-Team member in 1998-99.  She was also 
nationally ranked in free-throw percentage in the same season, as well as being tabbed an Academic All-American.  In her senior campaign, 
Ellwein was named a team captain and was a four-year starter for the Tigers.  She was a three-time DWU scholar-athlete for her efforts off the 
court.  Ellwein lives in Huron with her husband, Jay, and their five kids, Isabelle, Blake, Myles, Berkeley and Scarlett.

2020

Robert Stockton ’05 joined the Tigers from Trinidad State Junior College as a junior.  He made an immediate 
impact for the DWU pitching staff, as he was named a two-time All-GPAC First-Team selection as a pitcher in 2004 and 2005.  In his first 
season, he was named to the NAIA All-Region Team.  Stockton holds the record for most wins in a season with 10, which he completed in 
both seasons with the Tigers.  He holds another DWU record for most innings pitched in a season with 104.  The Albuquerque, N.M., native 
was a two-time NAIA All-American Honorable Mention selection, while leading the Tigers to consecutive GPAC championships in 2004 and 
2005.  He was named GPAC Pitcher-of-the-Week following a one-hit shutout performance with nine strikeouts.  Stockton also notched an ERA 
of 3.61 during his junior season, followed by a 2.42 ERA in his senior campaign, good for a 3.01 career ERA.  Following his career with DWU, 
Stockton played professionally for the Sioux Falls Canaries and the Sioux City Explorers.  He also worked in the DWU Admissions Office after 
graduating.  Stockton currently serves as a sergeant for the Albuquerque Police Department and has five daughters, Jordyn, Ayva, Bella, 
Harley and Kaia.

Justin Slaba ’12 completed a historic career with the DWU football team after being a two-year starter at wide receiver.  He 
was named to the All-GPAC First Team in 2008 and to the All-GPAC Second Team in 2009.  He currently stands in second for single season 
receiving yards with 1,046 yards in 2008.  He also sits in second in program history in career receiving yards after recording 2,881 yards 
on 206 catches.  His 206 career receptions puts him in third in DWU football history.  Slaba also sits in second and in third in single season 
receptions with 76 catches in 2008 and 72 receptions in 2009.  He was a member of the 2008 Tiger team that finished with seven wins and 
was ranked 23rd in the final NAIA poll.  Slaba lives in Sioux Falls with his wife, Jess, and they have one daughter, Haidyn, and are expecting a 
son this year.

Chad Johnson ’03 completed his career with the DWU wrestling program in 2003.  He was a three-time NAIA national 
qualifier from 2000 to 2002.  He was also a GPAC runner-up in 2002 and was fourth in 2001.  Johnson currently holds the school record for 
the fastest pin with a :09 pin, set in 2001.  He also tied his own record at the NAIA Wrestling Championship with another :09 pin in 2002.  The 
:09 pin is still among the fastest pins in NAIA history.  He was a NAIA All-American in 2001 and also placed fourth at regionals in 2001, while 
taking second at regionals in 2002.  Johnson lives in Kennebec with his wife, Darcy, and they have two sons, Gunner and Maverick.

Matt Hein ’04 finished his time at DWU as a two-time All-American.  In 2004, he placed third at the NAIA Indoor Track & 
Field Championships in the 3,000-meter racewalk, good for an All-American nod.  In the same year, Hein took second at the NAIA Outdoor 
Track & Field Championships in the 3,000-meter racewalk, again, good for an All-American selection.  He currently holds the third-best time 
in the 3,000-meter racewalk with a time of 15:33.44 minutes in 2004.  Hein also holds the record for fastest 5,000-meter racewalk after his 
finish of 24:27.26 in 2004.  He was a NAIA All-American Scholar-Athlete recipient in 2004 for his efforts in the classroom.  Hein lives in Buffalo, 
Wyo., with his wife, Kristen, and they have three daughters, Addison, Abrie and Emmy.

Dan and Diane DesLauriers have been longtime supporters of Dakota Wesleyan University and Tiger 
athletics.  More recently, they have been key contributors to the DWU football program.  Major gifts directed to equipment, player safety and 
program support continue to be strong passions of theirs.  Just last year, Dan and Diane were recognized at the DWU Legacy Banquet for 
exceeding $100,000 in lifetime giving.  They also have made a major impact from a more personal perspective, as they have served as host 
parents for countless student-athletes.  Dan and Diane have not only created relationships with the athletes, but also with their families.  They 
have contributed in countless ways to DWU and continue to be strong leaders in the Mitchell community.  Dan and Diane have two adult 
children, Linda Cimpl and Marty DesLauriers.

Recipients will be recognized in 2021.



the MBA
• 100% online Complete coursework anywhere, anytime. 

• 8-week courses Accelerated classes concentrate on relevant and essential topics, including adaptive 
leadership, conflict management and contemporary marketing. 

• 12 months Start in August or January and finish in one year.  For greater career-life balance, complete the DWU 
program on a part-time basis.

... your way

• Regional focus Add value to your organization with specific skills designed for small- to medium-sized 
businesses.

• No GRE or GMAT required Graduate exams are not required for admission 
into this program.

• No thesis The DWU MBA program contains applicable coursework and applied projects with no thesis required.

• Auto acceptance DWU graduates with at least a 3.0 GPA will automatically be 
accepted into this program.

for DWU
alumni

• No              fee Tuition payment plans are available to all students through the DWU Business Office.application
or enrollment

Whatever your goals, we can help you get there.  The first step toward earning your Master of Business Administration starts here.

www.dwu.edu/mba

CONTACT: Missy Leuthold, Adult and Online Enrollment Coordinator • 605-995-2688 • Missy.Leuthold@dwu.edu
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class notes.
We welcome alumni news 
for the Class Notes section 
of Wesleyan Today.

Please note that we edit Class Notes for 
length, with priority given to news specifically 
about alumni of Dakota Wesleyan.  Go to 
the www.dwu.edu/alumni-visitors to tell us 
what’s new with you.

1960s
Ken Carroll ’62, of Mitchell, stands next to his 
letterman sweater which is displayed in the 
alumni office.  The 1961 Tumbleweed yearbook 
also features a photo of Carroll wearing the 
sweater as part of the “W” Club.  (See photo on 
the right.)

Norma Heuer Najacht ’68, of Custer, and her 
spouse, Charley, were selected for induction 
into the South Dakota Newspaper Hall of 
Fame in the summer of 2019.  They each have 
more than 40 years of experience in weekly 
newspaper publishing.

1970s

John Kilbride ’71, pictured left, of East 
Windsor, N.J., was recently named the 2019 
winner of the New Jersey Association of 
Railroad Passengers Advocate for Rail Transit 
Award.  Retired from Amtrak in 2010, he 
continues to write and present throughout the 
New York-, New Jersey- and Pennsylvania-area 
on various railroad histories.

class notes.

1980s
Jeff Grapevine ’81, of St. Paul, Minn., was 
promoted to support enforcement agent with the 
Ramsey County Attorney’s Office, Child Support 
Enforcement Division.

Rita Krause Kelsey ’84, of Kimball, married 
Bruce Robison in December 2015.  Kelsey 
teaches at Grass Ranch Colony School.

Don Jorgensen ’87, of Sioux Falls, married 
Pam Sis on Aug. 10, 2019.  The two met 
more than 30 years ago while Jorgensen was 
attending DWU.  Jorgensen continues to work 
for KELOLAND News.

Doug Greenway ’88, of Mitchell, was named 
the new Corn Palace director in November 
2019.  Greenway previously spent 17 years at 
Mitchell Technical Institute as an educator and 
administrator.

1990s
Nicole Premus Cruz ’92, of Mission, Texas, 
was elected to the board of officers of the Texas 
Association of School Librarians last spring.  
She currently serves as lead librarian for the 
Sharyland Independent School District.

Chad Moller ’92, of Aurora, Colo., was named 
CEO of FCC Services, a professional service 
organization supporting Farm Credit and 
agricultural cooperatives across the U.S.

Amy Iversen Pollreisz ’94, of Pierre, has been 
named the CEO of Capital Area Counseling 
Service.  She has served as the deputy cabinet 
secretary of the South Dakota Department of 
Social Services since 2011.

Lorisa Bamberg Broughton ’95 was named 
Coach of the Year by the South Dakota 
Basketball Coaches Association in March 2019.  
Broughton is the head girls’ basketball coach for 
Corsica-Stickney High School.

Chad Vogel ’96, ’09, of Gilbert, Iowa, began a 
new position as vice president of philanthropy at 
WesleyLife in Iowa.

John Tyler ’98 and Amy Krajeski Tyler ’97, 
of Wagner, will be moving back to Mitchell to 
take positions at Mitchell Middle School.  John 
will be the principal, and Amy will be teaching 
and coaching volleyball and track at the high 
school.  Their oldest daughter, Faith, is attending 
DWU, and their twins, Jagger and Lizzie, will be 
sophomores at Mitchell High School.
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Joe Childs ’99, of Mitchell, was named 
Principal of the Year for 2018-19 by the School 
Administrators of South Dakota.  Childs is 
currently the principal for Mitchell High School.

Samantha Meadors-Turner ’99, of Vermillion, 
was named chief compliance and ethics officer 
at Sequel Youth and Family Services in June 
2019.  She previously was the chief compliance 
officer at South Dakota Human Services Center 
in Yankton.

2000s
Kris Van Nurden Mutzenberger ’00, of 
Fargo N.D., was appointed as the new 
superintendent of the Northeast District of the 
Dakotas Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  Mutzenberger is an ordained elder in 
the Dakotas Conference, currently serving as 
discipleship pastor at First United Methodist 
Church in Fargo.

Tera Ellefson Koupal ’04 was named Coach 
of the Year by the South Dakota Basketball 
Coaches Association in March 2019.  Koupal is 
the head girls’ basketball coach for Wagner High 
School.

Kim-Christine Duarte ’07, of Waxahachie, 
Texas, authored “meet Me here” in 2019.  
Duarte describes the book as a tool to help 
people better read, understand and apply God’s 
word.

2010s
Ian Lackey ’14, of Lindsborg, Kan., is a full-
time certified athletic trainer for the Sioux Falls 
Skyforce.  The Skyforce is the NBA G League 
affiliate of the Miami Heat.

Jenna Winckler Leibel ’14, ’15, of Wagner, 
was recently married and has taken the position 
of director of nursing services at Lake Andes 
Senior Living.

Andrew DeVaney ’15, of Littleton, Colo., and 
his nonprofit, AsOne Ministries, opened a new 
high school, AsOne High School, in Uganda in 
February 2020.

Britton Family Gathering
Dakota Wesleyan alumni and siblings gathered in Sioux Falls in June 2019 for a celebration of life for a 
family member.  Shown from left to right: Beverly Britton Jacobson ex’63, Jan Britton Utsler ’67, DeeDee 
Britton Karabetsos ’64 and Gary Britton ’62.

Class of 1969 Reunion
Coming together for their 50th year reunion at Blue & White Unite during homecoming 2019 were members 
of the Class of 1969, shown left to right, front row: Wrenda Herther Fuller, Barb Eagleton Murray, Judy 
Herrick Magstadt, Donna Herrick Georgopoulos, Carol Berry and Gwen Rothenberger; second row: 
Ron Gallo ’71, Pat Pasacreta, Matt Fauvell ’70, Bill Hennigar, Lisette Nelson Aldrich, Cheryl Miller 
Heisinger, Kathleen Johnson Nagel, Cheryl Keech Boyd, Karen Brady Grinager and Ila Friesen 
Mebius; back row: Tom Nekiunas ’68, Joe Cognitore, Mike Denney, Wayne Heisinger, Dan Weber, 
Gary Miller, Bob Carlson, Jim Gritzner and Walter Olszewski.
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Caleb Heiberger ’16, of Hartford, has 
completed his medical school training at the 
University of South Dakota Sanford School of 
Medicine and will be attending Johns Hopkins 
Medicine for an interventional radiology 
residency.

Jade Hoisington ’16, of Orange City, Iowa, and 
Heidi Willett ’16 were married in the summer of 
2019.  Hoisington began serving in September 
2019 as the assistant county attorney for Sioux 
County in northwestern Iowa.  Willett is working 
at Hillcrest Assisted Living Facility in Hawarden, 
Iowa.

Cody Bonte ’17, ’19, of Rochester, Mich., was 
hired in June 2019 to the role of athletic trainer 
at Oakland University in Rochester, Mich.

Nathan Bader ’19, of Arlington, Va., is attending 
graduate school at the Institute of World Politics 
in Washington, D.C., to earn a Master of Arts in 
National Security.  He is currently working as an 
operations assistant at the American Political 
Science Association.

In Memoriam
Thelma Asbenson Gjesdal ’38, of Mitchell, 
died Sept. 22, 2019.  She is preceded in death 
by her spouse, Irvin Gjesdal ’43.

Maye Moulton Stout ’39, ’69, of Winner, died 
July 31, 2019.  She is preceded in death by her 
sister, Isabelle Moulton Steckelberg ’44.

Vilo Hoffman ex’42, of Broomfield, Colo., died 
March 24, 2019.

Norma Schmidt Sherard ’42, of Portland, Ore., 
died Jan. 5, 2020.

Ruth Britton Berneking ex’45, of Decatur, Ill., 
died March 9, 2020.  She is preceded in death 
by her spouse, Raymond Berneking ’43.

Fay Sloat Bice ’45, of Rapid City, died
Sept. 6, 2019.

LaMarne Higgins Krueger MH’45, ’46, of 
Salem, died Feb. 25, 2020.

Methodist Hospital Class of 1969 Tour
Several Methodist Hospital nursing alumnae from the Class of 1969 took a tour of the Corrigan Health 
Sciences Center in June 2019.  Shown from left to right: Carol Arhart Blake, Kandee Greenfield Strand, 
Jaceil Nissen, Janet Rossow Gruenig, Linda Broz, Diane Olson McEntee, Karen Blessing Derrick and 
Rita Hendricks Cusick.

DWU Campus Tour
Alumni from the Class of 1969 took a tour of campus in May 2019.  Shown here, front row: Gwen 
Rothenberger; left to right, back row: Toni Ivy Krueger, Karen Brady Grinager, Cheryl Keech Boyd and 
Cheryl Miller Heisinger.
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Stewart Ferguson, a 1924 
DWU graduate and athletic director 
and coach for the Tigers from 1929 to 
1934, received national acclaim for his 
coaching.  Ferguson Field in Deadwood 
is named for him, Sports Illustrated ran 
an impressive article about his coaching 
antics in 1971, and the South Dakota 
Sportswriters inducted him into its hall of 
fame as a legendary coach in 1994.
“I want to be remembered by my 
players as a sort of fireside fool,” 
Ferguson said.
While Ferguson served as a DWU 
coach in three sports, Wesleyan won 
one conference championship in 
football and four consecutive basketball 
championships.  In track, the Blue 
and White made the best showing in 
15 years by placing third in 1930 and 
second in 1931.

STEWART FERGUSON ’24
Compiled by Laurie Langland, 
DWU Archivist

The 1918 “Spanish Flu”
• The 1918 school year had to be one of
 the most unusual in the history of Dakota 
 Wesleyan.  School began on Oct. 1, only
 to close on the 15th because of the
 Spanish flu pandemic.  On Nov. 18, DWU,
 high schools, churches and movie theatres
 reopened.
• Because of the flu, almost all fall college
 activities had been suspended.  No issues
 of the Phreno Cosmian were published,
 and the football season and Blue & White
 Day had been canceled.
• Several Dakota Wesleyan students died of
 the influenza.

(James D. McLaird, “The Dakota
Wesleyan University Memory Book”)

STUDENT

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

COACH

DWU: A Look Back

To provide 
learning 
experiences, 
Ferguson took 
his Wesleyan 
football squad 
to different 
sections of the 
country.  Once, 
they stopped by 

the White House 

and had their 
picture taken with 

President Herbert 

Hoover.
(“The Tumbleweed,” 

1933, pg. 74)

Phyllis Welch Thysell ex’45, of Lake Elmo, 
Minn., died Aug. 3, 2019.

Besse McCoy Manney MH’46, of Metairie, La., 
died May 24, 2019.

Joyce Turner Hoffman ’47, of Lawrence, Kan., 
died Oct. 6, 2019.  She is preceded in death by 
her spouse, Gary Hoffman ex’51.

Phyllis Hasz Kuipers ’47, of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., died May 10, 2019.

Lilas Nielson Greenway ’48, of Rapid City, died 
Nov. 14, 2019.  She is preceded in death by her 
spouse, William Greenway ex’52.

John Falk ex’50, of White Lake, died
Oct. 31, 2019.

Ed Hallett ex’50, of Manassas Park, Va., died 
April 18, 2019.  He is survived by his brother, 
Dave Hallett ’59, and preceded in death by his 
brother, Stan Hallett ’50.

Mayo Johnson ’50, of Nashville, Tenn., died 
Feb. 10, 2020.

John Sisko ’51, of Kirkland, Wash., died
Feb. 18, 2019.

Lois Labor Watson ’51, of Brookings, died 
March 30, 2020.

Gene Loy ex’53, of Winner, died Feb. 14, 2020.

Merle Pickner ex’54, of Mitchell, died
March 21, 2019.

Darleen Kern MH’56, of Dell Rapids, died
Nov. 18, 2019.

Linda Misterek Keefe MH’57, of Sioux Falls, 
died Aug. 16, 2019.

George Smith ’57, of Milbank, died Jan. 3, 
2020.  He is survived by his spouse, Jackie 
Duimstra Smith ex’59, and preceded in death 
by his brother, Russ Smith ’55.

Muriel Anderson Brown ’58, of Moorhead, 
Minn., died Jan. 20, 2020.



WESLEYAN TODAY • 27

class notes.
Lois Swyter Huber ’58, ’69, of Keystone, died 
Dec. 21, 2019.  She is survived by her spouse, 
Elroy Huber ex’54.

Ginny Dykstra Toft MH’58, of Omaha, Neb., 
died March 13, 2020.  She is survived by her 
spouse, Jim Toft ’60.

Larry Lienemann ’60, of Littleton, Colo., died 
April 26, 2020.  He is survived by his spouse, 
Lee Maxwell Lienemann MH’61.

Nancy Fink Lower ’60, of Springville, Utah, 
died May 14, 2019.

James Schneider ’61, of Sioux City, Iowa, died 
June 25, 2019.

Erland Johnson ex’62, of Clark, died
June 2, 2019.

Larry Bender ex’63, of Sioux Falls, died
Feb. 18, 2019.  He is survived by his spouse, 
JoAnn Bender ex’70.

Ken Brockway ’63, of Portsmouth, R.I., died 
May 24, 2019.

Janet Watson Hornby ’63, of Redlands, Calif., 
died July 11, 2019.

Carolyn McFarland Winckler ex’63, of Tyndall, 
died Sept. 3, 2019.

John Evans ’64, of Flandreau, died Aug. 27, 
2019.  He is preceded in death by his father, 
Dave Evans ’35.

John Georgopoulos ’64, of Anoka, Minn., died 
Aug. 27, 2019.  He is survived by his brother, 
Art Georgopoulos ’68.

Robert Anderson ’65, of Phoenix, died
July 29, 2019.

Donna Weber Haugen ex’65, of Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn., died Sept. 25, 2019.

Nathaniel Martin ’65, of Rockford, Ill., died
May 3, 2019.

James Osborne ex’65, of Arbor Vitae, Wis., 
died Sept. 16, 2019.

Ruth Ritterbusch Rosenberger MH ’65, of 
Sellersville, Pa., died March 15, 2020.

Adele Sander ’65, of Castle Rock, Colo., died 
Feb. 3, 2020.

Tom Shelby ’65, of Tucson, Ariz., died
Nov. 14, 2019.

Larry Myers ’66, of Northglenn, Colo., died
July 29, 2019.  He is survived by his spouse, 
Marji Wagner Myers ’66.

Mary Loobey Gibbons ex’67, of Fountain 
Valley, Calif., died Sept. 25, 2019.  She is 
survived by her spouse, Glenn Gibbons ’66. 

Jim Myers ’67, of Mitchell, died Feb. 26, 2020.  
He is survived by his son, Jason Myers ’03, 
and preceded in death by his spouse, Cheryl 
Baldwin Myers ex’67.

Alumnae Named to Top 25 
Women in Business
Julie Powers Nelson ’80 and Alison Gantvoort 
Tendler ’97, both of Sioux Falls, were listed 
in the Top 25 Women in Business for 2020 in 
the Prairie Business magazine.  Nelson is the 
senior vice president of business development 
at American Bank & Trust.  Tendler is the owner 
and ophthalmologist for ART Vision and ARTisan 
Skin and Laser Center in Sioux Falls.  Nelson and 
Tendler both serve on the DWU Board of Trustees.

Honored

Julie Powers
Nelson ’80

Alison Gantvoort 
Tendler ’97

The time is right.
Ranked among the TOP 50 Best Master’s 
in Educational Leadership online degrees, 
DWU’s Master of Arts in Education is 
an ideal program for those who wish to 
pursue administrative positions in a K-12 
system or teach at the college level.

• 100% online
• 8-week courses
• 15 months
• 36 total credit hours
• No GRE placement test required
• No application or enrollment fee

ENDORSEMENTS AVAILABLE:
• Educational Policy and Administration
• K-12 Principal – NEW
• English as a New Language (ENL) – NEW

Visit www.dwu.edu/ma-ed for more information.

Bobby Beach-Pattison
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Claudette Holiday ’88, of Marty, died
July 28, 2019.

Diana Bastemeyer Schroeder ’87, of Wagner, 
died March 28, 2020.

Keith Deurmier ’88, of Mitchell, died
Feb. 20, 2020.

Judy Jerke Ehlers ’88, of Tripp, died
Dec. 10, 2019.

Morris Boyd ex’89, of Sioux Falls, died
Sept. 20, 2019.

Martha Montgomery Geuther ’89, of Delmont, 
died July 1, 2019.

Donna Brosz ’91, of Freeman, died
Aug. 1, 2019.

Ron Roth ex’92, of Fulton, died Jan. 4, 2020.

Angie Worley Plaine ’00, of Harrisburg, died 
Dec. 12, 2019.

Harry Everhart ’02, of Crooks, died
Jan. 31, 2019.

Bishop Mike Coyner HD’03, of Indianapolis, 
died Jan. 8, 2020.  Coyner served on the DWU 
Board of Trustees from 1996 to 2004.

Luella Briggs Range ’67, of Mitchell, died 
June 26, 2019.  She is survived by her brother, 
Thomas Briggs ’50, and preceded in death by 
her brother, Homer Briggs ex’57, and sister, 
Jane Briggs Harry ’71.

Vince Scott ’67, of Phoenix, died May 17, 2020.

Diane Hoffman Cogley ’70, of Sioux Falls,
died Nov. 20, 2019.  She is survived by her 
children, Kibbi Eining McCormick ’92, Robert 
Cogley ex’00 and Tom Cogley ex’03.  She is 
preceded in death by her grandmother, Elsie 
Buss Hoffman ex’23.

James Persons ’70, of Deadwood, died
May 31, 2020.  He is survived by his spouse, 
Eileen Rieck Persons ’71.  Persons served on 
the DWU Board of Trustees from 2001 to 2009.

Joan Gould Hafner ’71, of Midland, Texas, died 
Oct. 23, 2019.

Carol Benson Johnson ’71, of Mitchell, died 
Dec. 9, 2019.  She is preceded in death by her 
son, Jay Johnson ’85.

Joe Kiner ’71, of Mitchell, died Jan. 3, 2020.

Kathy Houk-Hoffman ’76, of Centennial, Colo., 
died Nov. 8, 2019.  She is survived by her 
brother, Bruce Houk ’73, ’75, her sister, Becky 
Fogarty ’89, and her stepmother, Lou Ora 
Nelson Busk Houk MH’50, ’51, HD’12.  She is 
preceded in death by her parents, Bill Houk ’50 
and Harriet Nelson Houk ’50.

Marc Tyler ’76, of Columbus, Ohio, died
Jan. 13, 2020.

Linda Van Dyke Kilcoin ’78, of Whitewood, 
died Feb. 1, 2020.

Dana Allerdings ’82, of Hudson, died
April 7, 2020.

Michael Garry ’86, of Traverse City, Mich., died 
Nov. 5, 2019.

Susan Spears Grambihler ’87, of Sturgis, died 
Jan. 11, 2020.

Hanson High School Athletic Hall of Fame Class Announced
Several Dakota Wesleyan alumni were inducted into the Hanson High School Athletic Hall of Fame on
Sept. 14, 2019.  Shown left to right: Jon Hart ’11,’12, Jordan Gau ’11, Earl Nebelsick ’59, Don 
Blumbenberg ’57, Jim Williams ’11, Chet McManus ’11 and Amanda Williams Block ’04.  Not pictured 
are Craig Henglefelt ’13 and Matt McManus ’13.  (Photo courtesy of Ron Hohn Photography)

Melinda Hulit-Stock ’12, ’16, of Sioux Falls, 
died March 22, 2020.

FRIENDS: Karl Bleeker, of Rapid City, died 
June 7, 2019.  Bleeker was formerly the 
assistant director of institutional computing at 
Dakota Wesleyan University.

FRIENDS: Frances Falen, of Salina, Kan., died 
May 25, 2019.  Falen was a former associate 
professor of education and psychology at 
Dakota Wesleyan.

FRIENDS: Ron Jenkins, of Mitchell, died
April 20, 2020.  Jenkins served on the DWU 
Board of Trustees from 1981 to 1993.

FRIENDS: The Rev. Janet Miller, of Fargo, 
N.D., died June 2, 2019.  Miller served on the 
DWU Board of Trustees from 1997 to 1998.  She 
is survived by her sons, David Miller ’71 and 
Pete Miller ex’83, and preceded in death by her 
son, Arthur Miller ’78.

FRIENDS: Marit Pudas, of Sioux Falls, died 
Dec. 4, 2019.  Pudas was a former campus 
nurse at DWU.
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COLLEGE OF LEADERSHIP AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
Dave ’70 and Deanell Quiett ’70 Backlund Mitchell

Dave Backlund is a successful business entrepreneur, and Deanell Backlund is retired from a notable education career.
Dave and Deanell are both 1970 graduates of Dakota Wesleyan University.  Dave earned a bachelor’s degree in physical 

education and is a member of the DWU Athletic Hall of Fame for his support of the DWU wrestling program.  Deanell received her 
bachelor’s degree in English before going on to earn a master’s degree in secondary education with an emphasis in guidance and 
counseling from South Dakota State University in 1976.  Dave and Deanell are both former members of the DWU Board of Trustees.

Established business entrepreneurs, Dave is the “D” of D&E Music & Vending in Mitchell, as well as part owner of the Rooster 
Roost Ranch, a commercial pheasant hunting operation south of Mitchell.  Additionally, Dave and Deanell developed and managed 
the family-owned Wild Oak Golf Course, and in 2003, added a 100-plus housing development around the 18-hole course.

The Backlunds remain active members of the community and have volunteered their time and efforts to organizations, such as 
Pheasants Forever-Pheasant Country chapter – Dave has been a charter member since 1985, and Deanell has served as secretary 
since 2012 and banquet decorator since 2004.  They are both members of the Mitchell Area Chamber of Commerce, Mitchell 
Gourmet Club and New Home Lutheran Church.  Dave is very active in the Mitchell Food Pantry and served on the Mitchell Area 
Development Board.  He is past president of the South Dakota Vendors’ Association.

Deanell is involved in numerous social and philanthropic organizations, including Fortnightly, P.E.O., Beta Sigma Phi, Mitchell 
Area Garden Club and Lake Mitchell Boat Women.  She serves as president of Honored Women Educators of South Dakota.

The Backlunds established the Backlund/Gruenewald Endowed Scholarship to support student-athletes from the Mitchell/Corsica 
area.  Dave also has a wrestling team leadership award named in his honor.  Deanell and Dave are major donors in support of the 
new School of Business, Innovation and Leadership building.  They are both members of DWU TeamMakers and President’s Circle 
for leadership annual giving.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Peary ’66 and Eileen De Vries ’68 Wilson Custer

The Rev. Peary and Eileen Wilson have faithfully dedicated their lives to service and ministry in the United Methodist Church.
Peary and Eileen met at Dakota Wesleyan University and married in August 1967.  After DWU, Peary went on to attend Garrett 

Theological Seminary in Evanston, Ill., where he graduated with a Master of Divinity in 1970.  Peary is a retired clergy of the Dakotas 
Conference where he served for 36 years.  He is a former district superintendent of the Dakotas Conference and a past member of 
the DWU Board of Trustees.

Eileen has given much of her life to numerous volunteer efforts in the local church and community.  Those efforts include church 
choirs, handbells, camping ministry and teaching.  Eileen, in partnership with Peary, directed a backpacking camp that continues 
today at Storm Mountain Center in Rapid City.

Eileen’s family has the rare distinction of four generations of Wesleyan graduates dating back to the early 1900s, continuing with 
Peary and Eileen’s children.

In retirement, Peary and Eileen continue to serve in a variety of ministerial roles, while spending time with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also remain faithful and generous donors to DWU having endowed three scholarships since 2015, are 
members of the Heritage Roll of Honor for estate giving and the President’s Circle for leadership annual giving.

DONNA STARR CHRISTEN COLLEGE OF HEALTHCARE, FITNESS AND SCIENCES
James McQuiston ’71 Austin, Texas

James (Jim) McQuiston is retired from a distinguished career with the Central Texas Veterans Administration Health Care System.
After graduating from Dakota Wesleyan University, Jim received a Bachelor of Visual Science and a Doctor of Optometry at the 

Illinois College of Optometry in Chicago in 1973.  Jim established his own private practice in Highland, Ill., for 10 years before joining 
the Central Texas Veterans Administration Health Care System.  During Dr. McQuiston’s 27-year tenure, the clinic experienced 
significant growth while training ophthalmologists and optometrists from Texas A&M School of Medicine and the University of 
Houston School of Optometry.

Jim has participated in several Eye Mission projects, from rural Honduras to a remote village in Central China, where hundreds of 
patients were seen for cataract surgeries and eyeglasses.  He also spent two weeks at a remote village in Guanacaste province in 
northwest Costa Rica on a turtle rescue mission project in support of the wildlife department.

While at DWU, he was a member of The Highlanders, performing for schools, service clubs and churches.  Jim and The 
Highlanders have come back a handful of times to perform during Blue & White Days.  The last performance as a quartet was when 
The Highlanders opened for the Village People at the Corn Palace in 2010 in celebration of DWU’s 125-year anniversary.

Jim and his late wife of 33 years, Bonnie, adopted two children, Tracy and Michael, and are blessed with seven grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.  He later married Patricia, who has three biological children and eight grandchildren.

Jim has continued to be an influential supporter and contributor to DWU.  He is a member of the Heritage Roll of Honor for estate 
giving and the President’s Circle for leadership annual giving.

Deanell Quiett
Backlund ’70 and

Dave Backlund ’70

Distinguished Alumni Awards
2020

Eileen De Vries
Wilson ’68 and Peary 

Wilson ’66

James McQuiston ’71

Recipients will be recognized in 2021.
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BECKY FRICK

HOW DID YOU END UP AT DWU?
I really enjoyed the small classroom size and the family aspect of DWU.  Everyone at DWU, 
and even the community of Mitchell, welcomed me with open arms.  Also, I knew DWU would 
be a place where I could play volleyball and obtain a good education.  The professors were 
really welcoming, and I knew their doors were always open if I needed any help.

WHAT IS SOMETHING THAT MOST PEOPLE DON’T KNOW 
ABOUT YOU?
My freshman year of college, spring of 2017, I golfed in the spring portion of the GPAC 
Tournament for DWU.  They were short on golfers, and they knew I golfed in high school, so 
they asked me to participate.  We played three rounds of 18 holes in two days, and I shot an 
83, 84 and 78 for the three rounds.

WHO INSPIRED YOU?
I think the people who inspired me the most at DWU were my teammates.  They always had 
my back and were some of my biggest supporters.  I would not be where I am today without 
those girls.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY?
My favorite memory was going to Florida to play volleyball in the fall of 2019.  We not only 
competed against different teams in the NAIA, but we also were able to enjoy the warm 
weather.  We spent time at the beach and Sea World during our trip.

WHAT ARE YOUR POSTGRADUATION PLANS?
In August, I will go to PA school at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha.  I am 
very excited to go back to school and pursue my dream career.

HOMETOWN: Yankton   MAJOR: Biology   ACTIVITIES: Volleyball, tutor for TRIO Student Support Services

By Hannah Bowes
DWU junior marketing major

AWARDS:
2017
• All-GPAC Second Team

2018
• All-GPAC First Team
• NAIA All-American Scholar-Athlete
• American Volleyball Coaches   
 Association (AVCA) and NAIA
 All-Region Honorable Mention

2019
• All-GPAC First Team
• AVCA/NAIA All-Region Team
• NAIA All-American Honorable  Mention
• CoSIDA Academic All-District Team
 and CoSIDA Academic All-American
 Team Member of the Year

Senior BECKY FRICK was a force to be reckoned with on and off the court.  She 
proved to be a vital player for the DWU volleyball team by leading the Tigers with 4.6 
kills per set and 540 kills during her senior year.  She ranks second in program history 
for snapping 1,750 career kills and eighth in program history with 1,465 career digs.  She 
epitomized a student-athlete, excelling in both athletics and academics.  She maintained 
a 4.0 grade point average all four years and is the only DWU student ever to be named 
the CoSIDA Academic All-American Team Member of the Year.
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2000
TRANSFORMING OUR LANDSCAPE
2003: The university apartments connected to Allen Hall opened for students.
2004: The dedication of the Sherman Center and Wagner Chapel took place with an elaborate ceremony.
2006: The McGovern Library dedication and gala was held with former U.S. President Bill Clinton in attendance.
2007: Jackson Plaza, which included a fountain, ornamental plants and trees, was completed.
2013: An impressive four-story, 48,000-square-foot Glenda K. Corrigan Health Sciences Center opened on campus.
2016: The DWU/Avera Sports and Wellness Complex, featuring a 200-meter indoor track, was finalized on the south side of campus.
2017: The DWU Theatre, which houses a modern black-box theatre, was completed.
2018: Dakota Hall, a new residence facility with three floors, kitchenettes and large community spaces, was finalized.

2020

COMING SOON!
School of Business,
Innovation and Leadership

Watch construction LIVE: www.dwu.edu/schoolofbusiness


