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Dear McGovern supporters,
We have now successfully
navigated the COVID year on
campus and the mask
requirements are lifted. I’m
grateful for all masks have
done and I never understood
all the outrage by some over
mask requirements. But I can
say, I’m looking forward to
being able to see people’s
faces once again. I am
amazed at how much more
difficult it was to learn
student’s names when you cannot scan their faces and match the name on your list to
the face before you. On another note, 2022 will be a big year for the McGovern Center. It
will be the 100th year since McGovern’s birth (July 19, 1922) and the 50th year since the
1972 election. We’re beginning to lay plans for a celebratory event likely September 20 or
22. We’ll keep you posted.
Best wishes and have a lovely almost post-COVID summer!

MAKING THE NEWS
DWU Cares 2021 (May 4-5)

Each spring, the McGovern Center organizes our day of service, which has been coupled
recently with our spring day of giving. We call the two days DWU Cares. The way we like
to describe this is that, on Tuesday, DWU goes out to serve the Mitchell community. On
Wednesday, the community serves DWU. We organized over 30 places of service
matching needs to students, faculty and staff. Ditches were cleaned up, flowers were
planted, mulch was laid, and trees were trimmed. We produced a collage from all the
photographs.
Watch the KELOLAND report here.

Speaker’s Series: 2021-2022
For the past eight months, one of the major working goals of the McGovern Center has
been to plan and organize a new speaker’s series funded by a grand from NetVue. The
purpose of this is to develop, within our general Education program, students'
understanding of civic responsibility and the common good in order to nurture qualities
that result in the flourishing of the communities in which they live. Some of the provisional
themes under this banner are ethical leadership, social justice, racial healing and citizen
engagement. Here is what is on tap for this coming year.

Keith Mueller: COVID-19 and the Challenges to Rural Healthcare
September 28, 2021
Keith J. Mueller, Ph.D., is Gerhard Hartman Professor and head of the Department of
Health Management and Policy at the University of Iowa. He has published more than

220 scholarly articles and policy papers and received awards recognizing his research.
Professor Mueller will speak on COVID and the challenges to rural healthcare.

Taneeza Islam: Being a Socially Engaged Muslim in South Dakota
November 9, 2021
Taneeza Islam moved to Sioux Falls with her family in 2012. In 2013 she was awarded a
Bush Foundation Leadership Fellowship and started her private immigration law
practice. In 2017 she co-founded and started the work of South Dakota Voices for Peace
(SDVFP) and South Dakota Voices for Justice. SDVFP is an education, legal service,
advocacy, and rapid response organization lifting the voices of immigrants, refugees and
Muslims in South Dakota. SDVFP is a recipient of the JMKaplan Innovation Prize winner
of 2019 and the Bush Foundation Community Innovation Recipient in 2020. In October
2020, Islam received national recognition "Muslims Making Change" for her COVID-19
efforts in South Dakota by Muslim Advocates.

Dr. Rachel Lamb: People of Faith and Climate Change
March 22, 2022
Persons who are serious about their Christian faith have often been perceived as
skeptical about climate change. Yet climate change is one of the greatest existential
threats of our time. For Dr. Rachel Lamb, there is no conflict between faith and climate
science -- in fact, faithfulness to God necessarily includes acting on climate change. Dr.
Lamb recently completed her Ph.D. in geographical sciences at the University of
Maryland, where she worked to advance nature-based climate solutions using cuttingedge science from NASA’s Carbon Monitoring System. Dr. Lamb is also one of the
founders of “Young Evangelicals for Climate Action” and currently serves as a Senior
Advisor to the organization. In 2015, she was named a White House Champion of
Change for her efforts in protecting our environment and communities from the effects of
climate change. Dr. Lamb will speak on finding connections between faith and climate
science.

Harry Boyte and Marie Ström
April 13-14, 2021
Harry Boyte is a senior scholar of public work philosophy and co-founder with Marie
Ström of the Public Work Academy. Boyte founded the Center for Democracy and
Citizenship at the University of Minnesota, and along with Dennis Donovan, codeveloped the international youth civic education initiative Public Achievement. Boyte is a
well-regarded lecturer, writer and intellectual organizer on the topics of democracy and
education, civic studies, public work and organizing history. Learn more about
the Institute of Public Life and Work at this link.

Follow us on Facebook!
Please be sure to follow the McGovern Center’s Facebook page. Our goal, simply put, is
to keep the George and Eleanor McGovern legacy alive. The center frequently posts
photographs from our amazing archivist, Laurie Langland, and other items related to
McGovern’s memory. For instance, the Forum News Service ran a story just recently
about the “My Pillow Guy” rally at the Corn Palace on May 10. The article began with a

quote from McGovern’s concession speech which provided a fantastic contrast to the
“sore loser” campaign led by Mike Lindell. You can access the McGovern Center’s
Facebook page here.

McGovern Engagement and Uganda
Our McGovern Engagement Group,
affectionately called “MEG,” had a
fantastic year together. Pictured is a
group of students who gather regularly
to discuss, and yes, debate, social
issues, public policy and world
development. A good number of the
group is planning a trip to Uganda in
May 2022. We’ll be working with a
faith-based development agency
called AsOne Africa. AsOne was
started by a recent DWU graduate
named Andrew DeVaney. The
organization provides high-quality
education, business development, medical clinics and farmer education in four
communities in Uganda.
If you are interested in supporting this trip financially, you can email me
at joel.allen@dwu.edu.

The McGovern Report update
Sarah Nearman Herbert was
interviewed in the latest episode of our
podcast. Sarah is a retired school
teacher who recently wrote the only
children’s book on George McGovern,
called “South Dakota’s Legendary
Legislator.” Many thanks to Sarah for
helping to keep the McGovern legacy
alive. The podcast concludes with an
update on the McGovern Center. You
can listen to the interview here.
The McGovern Report is available on
Apple Podcasts. You can either search
for it using “The McGovern Report” in
the search portal or by clicking here.

"The McGovern Report" is also available on Spotify or Google Podcast.
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