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The inaugural events for Amy Novak, 20th president of Dakota Wesleyan University, began with a dinner for family
and friends on Sept. 26, the evening before her installation ceremony. Comments and stories about President Novak
were shared by friends, family and colleagues, and the Novak children offered their mom some advice. Most of their
advice consisted of things they’ve heard from their mom and dad ... just to prove they’ve been listening.
• Peter, 18, musician: “Mom, my advice is ‘never be afraid to be
creative!’ Solve your problems with creativity ... think outside the
box or outside the sheet of music ... the end result is usually a pretty
amazing composition.”
• Isaac, 16, debater: “Remember, there are always two sides to
every story. Listen before you construct your next argument ... and
sometimes compromise is possible. If all else fails, diversion is a
useful tactic AND no one knows anything about Cyprus, so you can
always impress people with random facts about that country.”
• Luke, 15, soccer goalie: “My advice is to always have a goalie on
your team. You need someone to deflect all the hits that are coming
at you. Make sure to invest in your goalie because they will have
your back all the time.”
• Mark, 13, loves to read, play sports and piano: “Mom, in your new
job, you need to keep reading. Our world is changing so quickly
that reading is an absolute necessity. Mom, read every day so you
can stay on top of it.”
• Seemela, 12, enjoys stories about women in history: “Just
remember, no matter how hard your job gets, it was never as tough
as the women who lost their husbands, had their horses stolen, and
then they gave birth on a covered wagon!”
• Marianna, 10, wants to be a veterinarian: “Mom, you have to stay
organized and make sure you have a plan. Fill out your planner
every day. If you don’t, you will forget things and that just makes
you look bad. And remember on tough days, we will always be
here to give you a hug!”
• Elijah, 7, likes to play board games: “Mom, you always have to
have a strategy. Watch out for the bad guys and never trade all
your food for weapons ... it never works out.”
• Zechariah, 5: “Eat, sleep, say your prayers and take a good walk.”

TOP: The Novak family
gathers before the
inauguration ceremony. From
left, clockwise: Isaac, Luke,
Peter, Marianna, Seemela,
Amy, Ken, Mark, Elijah and
Zechariah.
LEFT: DWU Board of
Trustees chairman Brad Pratt
’79 places the presidential
medallion on Amy Novak.

On Friday, Sept. 27, DWU past presidents Donald Messer, James Beddow and Robert Duffett, along with DWU trustees,
alumni, faculty, staff and students, United Methodist representatives and local dignitaries, joined President Novak and her
family for the inauguration ceremony. Speakers praised Novak for her leadership and vision, and brought greetings, gifts
and good wishes for her successful future as president of Dakota Wesleyan University.
In her inaugural address, President Novak spoke of how Wesleyan has provided experiences to open students’ minds
to personal growth in leadership, faith and service. She also recommitted DWU to partnerships – with the Mitchell
community, businesses and organizations. In closing, she invited all present to “become a part of this dynamic spirit and
potential for good.” She continued, “I pray that we share a stirring of the soul, to be opened to awakening others to the
potential of a world transformed by leaders whose hearts and minds have been shaped by those who long for a better
tomorrow.”
To read President Amy Novak’s entire inaugural speech, go to www.dwu.edu/president/speeches.
To view additional DWU inauguration photos, go to www.flickr.com/photos/dakotawesleyan/sets.
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Dakota Wesleyan dedicated
the Glenda K. Corrigan
Health Sciences Center in
August. Turn to page 16 for
a glimpse of the celebration
and to see students working
in their new science labs
and classrooms.
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Christen
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Dakota Wesleyan University

As I complete the first seven months of my work as president, I remain
humbled by the generosity of our alumni and friends whose belief in the
value of a DWU education continues to strengthen our future. I want to
personally thank each of you for your support of our vision to create a greater
Wesleyan. In the past 129 years, DWU has made great strides, and this year
marks another important milestone. In August, we opened the Glenda K.
Corrigan Health Sciences Center, home of the Donna Starr Christen College
of Healthcare, Fitness and Sciences, and the Arlene Gates Department of
Nursing. This four-story, 48,000-square-foot building and the academic
programs housed within demonstrate our resounding commitment to
educating future health professionals and scientists for South Dakota and the
world.
As I reflect on the excitement generated with the opening of the new
building, I was struck by the countless female graduates of DWU who
reached out to me and applauded my appointment as the first female
president of the university, as well as the recognition of women in the naming
of the new building, college and academic department. In thinking about
the strong women for whom these buildings are named and the countless
alumnae whom I have visited with over the past seven months, I pondered the generational differences between each of
them and myself. In 2013, it did not occur to me that a woman could not be a college president, a corporate leader, a
chief financial officer or a chief medical officer – or virtually anything else she worked hard to achieve. But I recognized
that the generations that came before climbed significant societal and attitudinal barriers to attain professional success.
In my first seven months as your president, I have had the distinct pleasure of meeting, visiting with and reading about
women from different eras, and I am humbled when I think of how they paved the way for me and my contemporaries.
•
		
		
		
•
		
•
		
		
•
		
•
		
•
		

Juanita Kingdon ’33, featured on page 30-31, is our oldest living DWU graduate at 102. My visit with her struck
me with awe! As a student in the ’30s, Juanita wanted to be a CPA when most women weren’t permitted to think
of accounting as a career. She challenged all stereotypes when she joined the American Red Cross and served
during World War II and later in Vietnam.
Ardith Miller ’50, who had a distinguished career in the U.S. Diplomatic Corps, traveled the world and was one of
the last four people to leave Baghdad, Iraq, before Desert Storm.
Dorothy Schwieder ’55, who we honored as our Distinguished Alumna for the College of Leadership and
Public Service, broke barriers in academia when she became the first woman to be named a professor in the Iowa
State University Department of History.
Ann Lee ’60, who came to Dakota Wesleyan University in her 30s to earn her teaching degree, taught for more
than 50 years in South Dakota schools.
Carol Lucas ’61 was a pioneer in the sciences and completed her career as the chair of the biomedical engineering
program at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Karen Lantz ’65 whose trip to Uganda, Africa, in 2006 inspired her to start a nonprofit organization, Helping
Women and Orphans, which has given goats to more than 105 impoverished women in Africa.

All of us at DWU treasure the commitment of our alumni and friends. We are grateful for your financial support. But
know that we are also grateful for the legacy that you, our alumni, have created here at Wesleyan. Whether you came
to DWU as a young woman at a time when women didn’t “need” to go to college, or you were a young man from a poor
farming family who worked tirelessly to complete a college education, or if you were an individual who broke gender
stereotypes by choosing a field of study outside the norm – you each serve as an inspiration to our entire university.
While this year’s record institutional enrollment and new facilities speak to our progress, we must continue to move ahead
to build a state-of-the-art health and wellness complex for our students and community, while simultaneously making
conscious efforts to encourage investment in the endowment for the long-term financial, spiritual and academic vitality
of this institution. Excellence abounds at Wesleyan. With this momentum, we move boldly forward with your legacy and
support to create a greater Wesleyan for generations to come.

Amy C. Novak, President
Email: Amy.Novak@dwu.edu
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2012-13 Patrons
of $1,000 or More

This list acknowledges total
giving to all funds in the fiscal
year beginning June 1, 2012, and
ending May 31, 2013, including
Wesleyan Fund, TeamMakers,
endowed scholarships, capital
projects, etc.

$10,000 or More

Anonymous
APi Group Inc.
Avera Queen of Peace Hospital
Keith and Glynn Bartels
Phil and Sherri Becker
Carey and Darlene Buhler
Ortwin Buss
Paul ’50, HD’70 and Donna ’51,
HD’91 Christen*
Fritz and Glenda ’64 Corrigan
County Fair Food Stores
John and LuAnn Clarke*
Dakota Wild Wings
Dakotas Conference of the
United Methodist Church
Dakotas United Methodist
Foundation
Robert Ellingson Estate*
John Grinager ’75 and Nancy
Shaw-Grinager
Rita Hajek
Duane and Barbara R. Harms
Boyd Jr. ’67 and Dody Hopkins
Lou Ora Houk MH’50, ’51, HD’12*
Bob ’71 and Laurie Kjelden
Ardith Miller ’50*
Jerry Miller ’63*
Keith Miller ’47
Roger HD’07 and Vicki Musick
Muth Electric Inc.
Dick and Darlene Muth
Earl Nordby
Brad ’79 and Teresa ’78 Pratt
Puetz Corporation
Wayne and Mary Puetz
Ron and Charlys Randall*
Ted ’56, HD’80 and Chrystl Roman
Don ’60 and Mary K. Schenk*
Vic Sharp Jr.*
Marvin Swan ’52 Estate*
Tessier’s Inc.
Keith and Gloria Thompson
Myles ’84 and Valary Tieszen
Audrey Van Genderen ’59, ’65*
Viola Vander Tuin
Gopal Vyas
Wells Fargo Bank
Pat Essig
Helen White Estate
Steve and Lois Zamora

$5,000-$9,999

James Abdnor HD’76 Estate
Dave ’71 and Deanell ’70 Backlund
Bob III ’67 and Ree Benson*

Jack and Deb Billion*
Don ’57 and Judy Blumenberg
Don ’55 and Gerry ’55 Bohning
Mark and Chris Buche
Claims Associates Inc.
Jeff and Gwen Jares
Mary Cottingham*
Crazy Horse Memorial
Rich HD’86 and Sharon Cutler*
Bob and Connie Duffett
Richard ’65 and Delores ’65 Gould
Phillip and Margie Hagen
Jon and Myrna ’81 Hamann
Hatterscheidt Foundation Inc.
Mildred Hosmer*
The Rollie R. Kelley Family
Foundation
Ken ’62 and Diane ’62 Ketel
Krall Optometric Clinic
Jeff and Cindy Krall
Carol Lucas ’61*
Lyon County Chiropractic
Cody ’00 and Jennifer ’01 Hoefert
Mike ’63 and Donneen ex’65 McKay
Robert McWhirter*
Randall and Marcia Nelson
Kenneth Ottis ’42 Estate*
Lila Ptak ’57
Marc ’90 and Lisa ’90 Rentschler
Steve Schock ’65*
Dean ex’61 and Rita Sorenson*
Gordon and Shirley Thomsen

$2,500-$4,999

Aramark Corporation
John and Mary ’64 Armantrout
BankWest
Ryan Huber ’97
Neil Blair
Wayne and Elaine ’50, ’52 Bouzek*
Jonn Byre ex’84
Liz Campbell
Daniel Cheeseman ’00
Bruce ’71 and Barb ’71 Cutler
Days Inn
First National Bank South Dakota
Derek Fahey
Steve ’75 and Marilyn MH’75,
ex’76 Haddorff
Ken ’64 and Stephanie Haines
Curt and Kelly Hart
John HD’08 and Joan Hartung
Larry Hoellwarth and Ann
Shih-Hoellwarth
Grace Huck*
Iverson Chrysler Center
John and Melissa ’89 Iverson
Myles ’66 and Jeanette Kennedy
Klock Werks
Brian ’91 and Laura Klock
Rick and Theresa Kriese
Wendy Lamont ’73
Jim Loomer
M & H Hunting
Ron ’74 and Pam ’73 Martin*
George McGovern ’46, HD’67
Rick ’79 and Val ’83 Melmer
Miedema Sanitation Inc.
John and Pam ’69 Miedema

Dave Mitchell*
Mitchell First United Methodist
Church
Mitchell Telecom
Morgan Theeler LLP
Jack and Nancy Theeler
Betty Oldenkamp ’82*
Doug ’78 and Shiori ’89 Powers
Lyn Rahn ex’56*
Don ex’69 and Kristian Rollins
Fuzz Smith Jr.
South Dakota Foundation of
Independent Colleges
Don Swanson ’41, HD’84*
Jerry and Pam ex’90 Thomsen
Rocky Von Eye*
Wild Oak Golf Course

$1,000-$2,499

Rube and Pat ’92 Adam
Darrell ’74 and Lisette ’69 Aldrich
Joel and Kitty Allen
Jerry Anderson ’71
Evalyn Beasley ’65
Jim HD’89 and Jean Beddow*
Bismarck Legacy United Methodist
Church
Bittner Funeral Chapel
George ’71 and Michele Bittner
Boyd and Evelyn Blumer
Larry Bohning ’65
Pam Boline
Bonnie’s de’Kor
Hank ’70 and Bonnie ex’70 Kor
Vi Boyer ’78
Dinus and June ’62 Briggs
Gary ’62 and Jean Britton*
Preston Brown HD’74*
Layne ’67 and Jill ex’70 Bumgardner
Elton ’60 and Jody ex’63 Byre
Sylvia Callison ’48*
Norma Cameron ’43
Canistota United Methodist Church
Jan Canning
Larry and Deb ’73 Cap
Marty and Cindy Christensen
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Comfort Inn & Suites
Kermit ’77 and Sue ’93 Culver
Culver’s Frozen Custard
Jason and Kristi Bradley
The Daily Republic
Dakota Pump Inc.
Bill ’87 and Jane ex’89 Sebert
Bob ’87 and Julie Sebert
Jim and Kim ’01 Sebert
Dakotaland Federal Credit Union
Dan Schroedermeier Trucking Inc.
Shay ’91 and Jackie ’91 Davis*
Dental Care Center
Dan and Diane DesLauriers
Tom and Charlys ’68 Dice
Dan ’83 and Karrie ’86 Duffy
Don and Miriam Dunmire
Gary ’83 and Laura Ebel
Dave ’72 Elhoff and Sarah
Jensen-Elhoff*
Bob and Glenda Ellefson
ELO Prof. LLC

Roy ’57 and Glenyce Engel
Herb Eschliman ’51
Pat and Lori Essig
Jack and Cynthia Ewing*
Mike and Linda ex’85 Farney
Bill ’69 and Noelle ’69 Farris*
Van and Barbara Fishback
Dick HD’86 and Donna Fisher
Gordie Fosness ’57, HD’92*
Fourth Ave. United Methodist
Church, Fairbault, Minn.
Ron Sr. and Sheilah Gates*
GF Advertising Services
Steve and Sonya Clark
Gary ex’65 and Donna ’70
Goldammer*
Jim ’69 and Zoe Gritzner*
Mark ex’81 and Kerry Gustafson
Don ’65 and Jill Hafner
Stan ’71 and Ruth ex’72 Haidle*
Mike ’70 and Jean Haley
Darlene Harrison ’44*
Harrison Christian Reformed Church
Kelby ’99 and Joey ’99 Herman
Larry ex’64 and Marie Herzog
Barbara Hirst
Home Federal Bank
Jason Stoebner
John and Connie ’65 Howard
Rod and Polly Huber
Ethel Hughes ’48*
Randy and Adele Jacobson
John Jacoway ’59 and Linda
Kropenske ex’72
James Valley Nursery Inc.
Jeff Heppler and John Bush
Ron and Eleanor Jenkins*
Dusty and Jacquelyn Johnson
Edna Johnson Estate*
Timothy and Annette Johnson
Bill Kalb ’56
Phil ’42, HD’95 and Zodie Kaye
Rod ’03 and Yolie ’00, ’05 Kernes
Charlotte Kimelman
Don ’53, HD’73 and Phyllis Klarup*
Tom Knobel and Catherine HD’03
Bertini
Lennie Kristensen
John ’89, ’91 and Beth ’84, ’91
Kroger
Krohmer Plumbing
Frank and Chris Krohmer
Duane Krueger ’69 and Marlene
Nogle ’69
Betsy Kugel-Whetstone ex’63*
Bart ’78 and Lisa ’77 Laber
Clem ’64 and Ellen Lagala
John and Flora Larson
Rodney and Debra Livingston
Jimmie and Arden ’62 Lowery
Mabee Eye Clinic
Ray and Kris Birkenkamp
Don ’71 and Dorothy Manzer
Larry ex’52 and Carol McRae*
Herb ’64 and Judy ’64 Meserve

continued on page 6
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Don ’63, HD’77 and Bonnie
Messer*
Bob Meyerhoff
Michael’s Toggery Inc.
Midwest Motel Management
Kevin Johnson
Kent ’63, HD’81 and Cheri Millard*
Mitchell Area Charitable Foundation
Jim ’49 and Marj Morse
Jim Mumford and Rita ’70 Johnson
Chris and Penny Nelson
Merwyn and Barb Nelson
NorthWestern Energy
Ken and Amy Novak
Bruce and Char Ough
Luella Palmer ’62
Betty Patten ’59*
Patzer Woodworking Inc.
Tom and Sherri Patzer
Russell ’51 and Mary Peirce
Dale ’90 and Lori Peters
Len and Marcia Peterson
Hugh Piyasena ’60
Quality Homes & Finance
Jeff ’89 and Lisa ’95 Larson
Scott ex’91 and Karin Larson
Reliabank Dakota
Mike ’90 and Dawn Rogers
Curtis ’57 and Leanne Rolfe
John and Tona ’67 Rozum
Bob ’78 and Paula ’79 Ruedebusch
Lillian Schwab ’42 Estate*
Dorothy Schwieder ’55
Scott Supply Company
John Scott
Chris Scott
Lou and Carol Sebert
Donna Shafranek ’49
Linda Shaneyfelt
Mildred Skogmo*
Jim Soper
Randy Sprung ’78
Nancy Stark ’50
Stark Properties Inc.
Margaret Stark Roberts
Steamway Cleaning
Tom Scott ex’73
Stehly Farms
Craig and Jane Stehly
Don and Leona Stehly
Gene and Denise Stehly
Robert Stuart Jr.
Gaylord ’63 and Mary ex’64 Stumm
Subway
Ken and Mary Jane Giblin
Sun Gold Trophies Inc.
Deryk Thomsen
Glenny Tays ’56
Alison Tendler ’97
Bill ’64 and Janet Thayer
Dale and Ruth Thomas
Kent ’68 and Connie Thomas
Thune’s Appliance Center
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives
Trail King Industries Inc.
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Tulare United Methodist Church
Vantage Point Solutions
Doug and Kari ex’94 Veldheer
Brandon ’03 and Vicky ’03 Vetter
Barb Voas
Jerry ’56, HD’98 and Pat ’57
Walton*
Lou ’57 and Barbara Weiland
Jim and Jackie ’83 Wentworth*
Wesleyan Church
Julian and Lois Wigen
Peary ’66 and Eileen ’68 Wilson*
Kathie Wiper ’59
Bruce Wynkoop ’71
Yankton First United Methodist
Church
Brad ’95 and Rhonda ’03 Zomer*

$500-$999

Gordon and Kay Anderson
Linda ’63 and August Barberi
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Joyce Behlow
Al and Kay Bossman
Byron ’90 and Thelma Busk
Len and Tita ’53 Buxton
Ken ’62 and Barb Carroll
Denise Cheek ’71
Janice Christensen MH’74, ex’03
Jason ’98 and Michelle Christensen
Ed HD’88 and Ginny Coates
Dakota Family Chiropractic
Dakotas Conference United
Methodist Women
Brian and Bobbie ’01 Davis
Dave ’78 and Ruth Ann ’79 Dill
Aaron and Jen Dykstra
Edgemont United Methodist Church
Jack ’65 and Kathy Erickson*
Mark ’96 and Deb ’95 Fagan
Farm Credit Services of America
First American Lutheran Church
First Lutheran Church
Ron and Kathy Fujan
Cristos Goodrow
Michael and Jeanette ’69 Hageland
Kenneth and Mary Alice HD’99
Halverson
Thomas ex’51 and Twila Harkness
Larry ’60 and Glenna ’61 Herker
Nate Hofer
Barb Horton ’85, ’90*
Chuck and Carolyn ’67 Hunnewell
Carol Johnson
Craig and Joyce Jones
Dennis ’87 and Wyonne ’76, ’77
Kaemingk
Leighton ’68 and Lynna ’65 Kaloupek*
DeeDee Karabetsos ’64*
Ed Kieff
Doug ’74 and Susan Kirkus
KMIT Radio
Dwayne Knight HD’61*
Mike ’89 and Jodi Knutson
Darwin Kopfmann ’92
Life Church
Logan Luxury Theatres Corp.
Jeff ex’75 and Linda Logan

Brian and Lana Loken
Dave and Pat Malters
Elsie McBride*
Dallas II and Sarah McKinley
Don ’56 and Donna ex’56 McLean
McLeod’s Printing & Office Supply
Chester and Carol McManus
Jim McQuiston ’71*
Meyers Oil Company Inc.
Dan Miller and Melissa Vatter-Miller
Bette Minehart ’46
Mike and Kim Mohr
Earl ’59 and Rowena MH’55
Nebelsick*
Maxine Nelson ’52
Paul ’96 and Katie Nelson
Georg Neumann and Susan
Anthony ex’71
Northridge Baptist Church
Helen Obr ’45 Estate*
William and Jeanie O’Connell
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Jack Padley Jr.
Christopher and Christina Pakutka
Dick and Jan Peterson
Rex Piercy ’71*
Ed ’73 and Shannon ’91 Plastow
Sharla Plastow ex’02
Prairie Family Healthcare PC
Diane Kenkel
Leah Rado
Bob ex’54 and ElRita Raymond
Arthur Richardson
Daryl ’76 and Linda ’78 Rippentrop
Gwen Rothenberger ’69
Saint John’s Lutheran Church
George and Diane ex’92 Sandhoff
Dorothy Sattler ’67
Paul Scheuerle
Lyle and Everine Schipper
David Shepard
Sioux Falls First United Methodist
Church
Dennis ’75 and Sophia Sjolie
Slumberland Furniture
Chris and Julie Snavely
Ka Jr. and Sally Squire
Steele-Tuttle-Robinson United
Methodist Church
Roland Stekl ’50
Brent Stille and Carey Miller
Ralph Stouffer Jr.
Sun Prairie Baptist
John and Brenda Swanson
Wayne and Betty Testerman*
John Theisen
Thomsen Enterprises LLC
Scott and Mary Tilberg
Buck Jr. ’71 and Nanci ’80 Timmins
LaMoine and Barb Torgerson
Trinity Lutheran Church, Platte
Mike and Lesta Turchen
Gary ’67 and Jan ’67 Utsler
Vern Eide Chevrolet, Buick & GMC
Vern Eide Ford
Chad ’96, ’09 and Angie ’97 Vogel
Dan and Joni Wagner
Richard ’69 and Sonya Whitney

Michael Wilson ’76
Sheila Woodward
Doug Wright
Cody and Katherine Young
Andrew Zoller ’02

$250-$499

Roger Allen ’58, ’60
Amazing Grace Free Lutheran Church
Adam and Heather ’07, ’09
Anderson
Zach and Maggie Anderson
Will Archer and Karla ’69 Leach*
Don ’67 and Trudy ’67 Baird*
Blanche Baler ’46
Rob and Melissa Baruth
Bismarck Calvary United Methodist
Church
Marjorie Blumenauer ’56
Greg and Denise Brandt
Tina Brennan
Dorothy Britton ’62*
Bill and Maggie ’61 Brockman*
Dave and Patti Brooks
Muriel Brown ’58
Frank Bulger Jr. ’73
Dean Caldwell
Lee and Keatha Calhoon
Canton First United Methodist Church
Carolee Caplan ’64*
Mike and Pam Catalano
Richard Chenoweth
Charlie and Randi ’07 Christensen
Mark Clark
Pat and Bobbie MH’74 Clark
Susan Clark
Ken and Barb ’68 Coddington
Dorothy Collins ’36
William Combs
Billie Conlon ’59
Ed Cortez and Darlene Chessmore
Carroll Crouch ’48
Tom and Sharon Cusick
Dailey Dental Inc.
Davison County Chapter 07-01
of Thrivent Financial
Davison County Implement
Mike and Beth ’82 Day
De Smet United Methodist Church
Elinor Denney ex’37
Denis and Carol Dormann
Timothy Dougherty and Karen
Schreier
Jean Droppers
David and Sherri Dykstra
George Economos ’61
Irene Enright ’43
John and Nancy Erck
Ethan Co-op Lumber
John ’64 and Florence Evans
Garold Faber ex’45*
Robert Farnsworth and Cathy
Christian Farnsworth
Robert Firing
Lynn ’77 and Mary ’76 Frederick
Fritz ’50 and Mim ’48 Fritzemeier
Bonnie Fuerst ’77, ’80
Jim ’70 and Pat Gatewood
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Kyle Gerlach
Jim ’62 and Martha Gesick
Kim Goodfellow
Graham Tire Company
Joshua and Crystal Gunderson
Tom and Donna Haber
William and Laura Hahn
Roger and Marilyn ’71 Haley
Richard and Renee ’90 Haliburton
Dave ’59 and Pearl Hallett
Iola Halligan ’52
Colleen Hannum
Dean Hansen
Jory Hansen ’07, ’09
Larry ’65 and Carol ex’67 Hasz
Vaughn ’75 and Peggy Heckel
Terry and Gloria Heisinger
Troy ’89 and Rena ’96 Helleloid
Aleene Henson ’64
Gordon ’64 and Jeanne ’64 Higgins*
Duane and Carol ’65 Hildebrand
Jr. Hille
Jean Hirning ’46
Steve Hirt ’89 and Johnna
Rohmer-Hirt ’89
Jim ’70 and Miriam Hoff
Dave and Janette Huber
Chas Hurd ’67
Larry and Jan ’61 Ingalls
Beverly Jacobson ex’63
Jan Jirsak
Chris and Donna Johnson
Rocky ’87 and Kim ex’86 Johnston
Makel Juarez Jr. ’09
Jody Juntunen
Jim ’67 and Carol Kenton
Darlene Kertscher ’61
Leon Koehler ’86
Robert and Cheryl Korn
Greg and Joyceann Kroger
Terry and Jeanne ’10 Krome
Paul and Benita Kuhlman
Lead Assembly of God Church
Mike and Renee LeBrun
Art ex’50 and Sylvia Leiss
Larry ’60 and Lee MH’61 Lienemann
Deanna Limberg ’75*
Rod ’67 and Mary ex’69 Link
Joan Lubben
Don ex’58 and Iris ’56 Lucke
Tim ’79 and Bev ’78 Mach
Mandan United Methodist Church
Roann Masterson
Sarita McCaw
Charles and Darcy McGuigan
Nyle ’58 and Donna ’58, ’79 Meeker*
Mitchell Area Federal Credit Union
Mitchell Barbershop Chorus
Jack Montgomery ex’64
Shane and Jill Murphy
Kassie Myers ’75
Bill ’81 and Sherry Nebelsick
Christopher ’07 and Aimee Nebelsick
Terry ’78 and Diana Nebelsick
David ex’04 and Jody ’05 Nour
Allan and Connie ’67 Oberembt
Howard Olsen ’38
Paul and LaVerne ’49 Olson

Ken Oswald
Panel Builders Plus Inc.
Brian and Traci Patrick
Darwin ’61 and Darlene Peterson
Kelly ’03 and Ashley ’10, ’11 Pfeifer
Pizza Ranch
Porter Distributing Co.
Prairieville United Methodist Church
Bob and René ’99 Pruitt
June Rado
Wayne and Joannie Rado
Rapid City First United Methodist
Church
Rose Marie Raymond ’50
Vince Redder
Dan Rice ’64
Rice Insurance Agency Inc.
Mary Rose ’49
Alan Rosenberg
Henry Roth and Linda Hennessey
Richard ’56 and Mary Ann Roth
Darwin ’53 and Pat MH’51 Roti
Dan and Jacki Sabers
Saint Paul Lutheran Church
Bill ’88 and Joanne ’87 Sarringar
Louie ’06 and Joanne ’95
Schoenfelder
Barry Schramm ’05
Stanley Schultz
Lloyd Seger
Albert and Jane Sellen
Dorothy Sokolowski ex’76
Myron and Nancy ’83 Sonne
Spearfish First United Methodist
Church
Jim and Jo Sperry
Bob and Marlys Sprang
William Stevens
Ed ’67 and Jane ex’68 Stone
Jared and Leah ’94 Storm
Jim ’64 and Donna MH’63, ’64
Strickland
Bill ’72 and Sandie Stuby
Sheila Summerville
Rita Talsma ’96
Marilyn Teske ’54
Graham and Anna Marie ’70 Thatcher
Don ’67 and Judy ’65 Thayer
Corey and Lisa Thelen
The Title Company
Mike ex’89 and Cindy ’88 Tuttle
Twin City Fan Companies Ltd.
United Methodist Church-Missions
Barry Valburg ’93 and Missy
Herr-Valburg ’94
Roger and Ruth Vogt
Leon ’72 and Maria-Lucia
Washington
Curt ’89 and Lori ’92 Wehlander
Carol Weiss*
Georgina Wittstruck
Yankton Trinity Lutheran
Don ’68 and Barbara Young
Don ’75 and Barb ’74 Yungbluth
Ed Zietlow ’54
* indicates Heritage Roll of Honor
members

Bold indicates John Wesley Society
members who give $1,000 or more
annually to the Wesleyan Fund.

2012-13 Cumulative
Giving Awards
Recognizes total giving since
1986

Leadership Award
($2,500,000-$5,000,000)

Dakotas Conference of the United
Methodist Church
Ron and Charlys Randall

William Graham Award
($500,000-$999,999)

Avera Queen of Peace Hospital

Sacrifice or Service Award
($100,000-$249,999)
Bob and Connie Duffett
Lou Ora Houk MH’50, ’51, HD’12
Muth Electric Inc.
Dick and Darlene Muth
Don ’60 and Mary K. Schenk
Keith and Gloria Thompson

President’s Award
($50,000-$99,999)

Keith and Glynn Bartels
Don ’57 and Judy Blumenberg
Carey and Darlene Buhler
Ortwin Buss
John Grinager ’75 and Nancy
Shaw-Grinager
Jeff and Gwen Jares
Carol Lucas ’61
Miedema Sanitation Inc.
John and Pam ’69 Miedema
Tessier’s Inc.
Myles ’84 and Valary Tieszen
Audrey Van Genderen ’59, ’65

Tumbleweed Award
($25,000-$49,999)

Viola Vander Tuin
Julian and Lois Wigen
Bruce Wynkoop ’71

New Endowed Scholarship
of $25,000 or More
Ortwin Buss
Don ’60 and Mary K. Schenk
Keith and Gloria Thompson
Audrey Van Genderen ’59, ’65

Heritage Roll of Honor

These patrons have included
DWU in their estate plan
through wills, living or charitable
trusts, insurance policies,
IRAs, money market accounts,
charitable gift annuities or other
planned estate agreements.

Inductees

Mike Baer ’64
Jim ’69 and Zoe Gritzner
Deanna Limberg ’75
Andrea Washburn

Memorialized

James Abdnor HD’76
Dorothy Britton ’62
Robert Ellingson
Edna Johnson
Dwayne Knight HD’61
Warren HD’79 and Lillian Kuhler
William Miller Jr. ’55
Ann Mitchell
Helen Obr ’45
Lillian Schwab ’42
Alfred ’30 and Helen White
Maxine Williams

Online Reports

To see the entire 2012-13
DWU Annual Report, go to
www.dwu.edu/annualreport.

Jerry Miller ’63
Steve and Lois Zamora

Scotchman Award
($10,000-$24,999)

APi Group Inc.
Phil and Sherri Becker
Dakota Wild Wings
Days Inn
Gary ’83 and Laura Ebel
Jon and Myrna ’81 Hamann
Ken ’62 and Diane ’62 Ketel
Klock Werks
Brian ’91 and Laura Klock
Rick and Theresa Kriese
Meyers Oil Company Inc.
Ken and Amy Novak
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McGovern Center welcomes new director

ALISHA VINCENT

Plans underway for new, exciting experiential learning opportunities through center
By Mari Olson

Dakota Wesleyan University welcomed Dr. Alisha
Vincent as the director of the McGovern Center for
Leadership and Public Service and assistant professor
of leadership over the summer, and her energy and
enthusiasm for community and civic engagement has
already been passed along to her students.
Vincent joined the staff in August and hit the ground
running as she endeavors to revitalize the leadership
and public service major at DWU with new opportunities
to engage students in applying classroom learning to
meet real-world needs.
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“These experiential learning opportunities
involve students in service to local and
regional nonprofits,” Vincent said. “They
will help students discover ways to
develop their own nonprofit organizations,
encourage them to speak out about
important policy issues, and create
innovative events to draw awareness and
raise funds for local charities.”
Student groups in her leadership and
public service class last semester have
learned important leadership lessons
by organizing projects, including a golf
benefit for a local cancer support group,
a hunger banquet, a public relations
capacity-building project for the Mitchell
Weekend Snack Pack Program, and
an art auction for the Abbott House. As
Vincent continues at DWU, she hopes
to use her own background in nonprofit
development to connect students and the
community. Two seniors, Kelli Swenson,
of Chamberlain, and Chase Kristensen, of
Plankinton, are working with Vincent and
DWU alumnus Thomas Madut to develop
a nonprofit aimed at building a primary
school in Madut’s home country, South
Sudan.
Madut, who is a 2010 graduate and
earned his M.A. in 2012, immigrated to
South Dakota when he was 15 and grew
up in Sioux Falls and Chamberlain.

“George McGovern cared deeply about
engaging people in opportunities to make
a difference. I am honored to be a part of
an institution of faculty, staff, students and
community members who are dedicated
to carrying out Sen. McGovern’s legacy of
service,” Vincent said.
“When we connect the classroom to needs in
our local, regional and global communities, I
feel that we are honoring his memory as well
as giving unique learning experiences to our
students. Whether students’ passions lie in
being involved with nonprofits, politics, or even
for-profit organizations, the experiences we are
now offering and will continue to develop in the
future will give them valuable tools to navigate
life and be servant-leaders as they further their
education and take on careers.”
Before joining Dakota Wesleyan, Vincent
served in higher education and as a nonprofit
consultant. The mission of the Esperance
Education Institute is to help undereducated
adults acquire occupational skills and career
assistance through short-term educational
classes. This year programs will be offered
in Rwanda, Chile and Ethiopia. During her
travels she has also assisted Water Our Thirsty
World (www.ourthirstyworld.org) with the
implementation of water chlorine devices and
helped establish a livestock program to sustain
low-income families in rural Rwanda.

“Growing up on a farm south of
Chamberlain proved helpful in working
with the school headmaster at Crimson
Academy to buy 16 goats and a cow and
develop a plan to sustain their care,” she
said. “The parent-teacher organization
and I selected the families in greatest
financial need in the school and gave
them a goat. They will raise the animal
and once the animal has offspring they will
give the primary animal back to the school
to offer to another family. The best part of
the project has been witnessing the pride
and ownership taken on by the PTA and
community who are now sending reports
on whose goat has produced and how the
animals are helping feed families, boost
incomes and improve the community.”
Vincent is now working with DWU’s
Universities Fighting World Hunger group
to expand and sustain the livestock
project. Students traveling to Africa this
summer will spend time working on the
project. The donation site, Livestock
for Life, can be found via the McGovern
Center’s website, www.mcgoverncenter.
com, or directly through at https://give.
dwu.edu/livestock.

ALISHA VINCENT:
alvincen@dwu.edu

“The school will be for both boys and
girls,” Madut said. “However, our first
priority is the girls. We will make sure that
girls are given the same opportunities to
go to school as boys and make specific
efforts to recruit girls for the school.”
Swenson has known Madut since she was
in middle school.
“In conversation with Dr. Vincent (also
originally from Chamberlain), she
mentioned to me Thomas’ plans to
construct a primary school near his home
area in South Sudan,” Swenson said. “I
felt drawn immediately and jumped in with
both feet!”
Swenson is now a member of the board
of directors, assisting with the strategic
plan, application for nonprofit status and
in other ways. DWU graphic design
students will assist with the website and
logo and the project will be created under
the McGovern Center umbrella.
In addition to teaching and engaging
students in local projects, Vincent will
also take a group of students to Africa
this summer to work on food security
and education projects in Rwanda and
Uganda, Africa, with Crimson Academy
and a nonprofit she founded, Esperance
Education Institute.

Tyler Volesky, DWU senior and team leader, works on art projects at the Abbott House in Mitchell
with DWU student Mallory Jark. The DWU class hosted a silent auction to raise funds for the Abbott
House, bringing in more than $175 on auctioned art that the students and Abbott House clients
created. The project was through the Leadership and Public Service course which partnered seniors
with underclassmen. Other projects included a hunger banquet to teach students about world hunger,
and a cancer fundraiser at the golf course called Swinging for Cancer.
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Snapshots
BLUE & WHITE DAYS 2013

Former DWU football players Chris Ferera ’12, Marco Mora ’12,
and Michael Barnaud ’12 watch from the stands as the DWU Tigers
beat Dordt College 45-31.

The women’s basketball team strikes a pose before the homecoming parade. (Photo by
Jason Christensen, head women’s basketball coach)

DWU celebrated the 100th anniversary of Blue & White Days in
2013. “Tigers Through Time: 100 Years of Blue & White Pride”
was the theme and here, DWU students from the Arlene Gates
Department of Nursing show off nursing uniforms through the ages.

This year’s homecoming king and queen are
Jedd Schlicht, right, of Woonsocket, and
Natalie Munger, of Kimball. Homecoming
court also included: Kayla Summerville,
Platte; Tyler Sarringar, Pierre; Josh Fiedler,
Dell Rapids; Amanda Hart, Alexandria; Skyler
Eriksen, Presho; Taylor Piper, Mitchell; Chase
Kristensen, Plankinton; and Shelby Andersen,
Mitchell.
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Mike Farney, math professor
and department chair, has been
teaching at DWU since 1979. To
celebrate all things Farney, DWU
hosted a Farney Festival during
homecoming, which featured
Farney’s brand new physics
laboratory within the newly
opened Glenda K. Corrigan
Health Sciences Center. Alumni
and community members
attended to see Farney in action,
and there were loads of science
projects and experiments for
kids.

Sarah Cox Olson ’03 and Megan Mentzel ’07, ’10 met up at the
alumni tent before the Blue & White Days Parade.

Student brings Snack Pack to Wesleyan
feeding hungry children in Mitchell

By Mari Olson
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DWU
breaks
enrollment
record
retention highest in years
Dakota Wesleyan has come to realize it’s
not always about how many students you draw
in, it’s every bit as important to keep the ones
you’ve got.
DWU’s enrollment for the 2013 fall semester
was the highest it has ever been with numbers
at 883 enrolled students, of those 168 first-time
freshmen.
This year’s enrollment surpasses the

university’s 1966 record of 850 students,
and President Amy Novak gives credit to the
university staff, as well as the new science
facility, which opened in August.
“We have a solid incoming freshman
class, but we are just as excited to see that
our returning students have enjoyed their
experience here, which is reflected in our
record retention numbers,” Novak said.

BY THE NUMBERS

Overall enrollment: 883
Number of new freshmen: 168
Number of transfer students: 67
Men: 401 Women: 482
Diversity: 10.4 percent
From South Dakota: 658
Retention from freshman to sophomore: 77%
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Professors

PUBLISHED

Ever wonder what
teachers do in
their spare time?
Multiple Dakota
Wesleyan faculty
members have
published articles,
essays, books and
reviews this year.
Here are a few and
how to find them:

JOEL ALLEN, assistant professor of religion, published “Jewish
Biblical Legends: Rabbinic Wisdom for Christian Readers,” through
Cascade Books. The book is available in the DWU Campus Bookstore,
at the Readers Den in Mitchell, as well as online at www.amazon.com,
www.wipfandstock.com and www.cokesbury.com.
MIKE CATALANO, professor of mathematics, will have a review
of five books called, “A Sampling of Popular Books for Numeracy
Readers,” published in Volume 7, Issue 1 in Numeracy: Advancing
Education in Quantitative Literacy in January 2014. It can be found
at http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/numeracy. Catalano was named
Numeracy’s associate editor for book reviews this past November.
BARBARA DUFFEY, assistant professor of English, published “The
Circus of Forgetting,” through Dancing Girl Press. The book contains 17
poems, all which focus upon the topic of loss. “The Circus of Forgetting”
is $7 and may be purchased through this link: http://dulcetshop.ecrater.
com/p/18965459/the-circus-of-forgetting-barbara-duffey. The cover art
was created by Duffey’s mother, Virginia Duffey, originally of Winner
and now of Cedar Crest, N.M.
SEAN J. FLYNN, professor of history at Dakota Wesleyan University,
is the author of four articles in the recently released “Ethnic and Racial
Minorities in the U.S. Military: An Encyclopedia,” published by ABCCLIO and edited by Alexander M. Bielakowski, associate professor of
history at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan.
DONNA JOHNSON, assistant professor of special and elementary
education, published an article, “Some of My Best Friends Are
Books,” in the newsletter “Bookmarks,” by the South Dakota Library
Association, Volume 4, Issue 1, March. She also had an article,
“Confrontation and Cooperation: The Complicated Relationship
Between Homeschoolers and Public Schools,” in Vanderbilt University’s
Peabody Journal of Education, Volume 88, Issue 3, July.
BRIAN PATRICK, assistant professor of biology, published two
scientific papers in the Journal of Arachnology, Volume 41, Issue 3.
One paper is about the discovery of two new spider species, written
with Herbert Levi of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard
College; the second paper compares two methods for capturing insects
and spiders, the ramp trap and the pitfall trap. This research was
conducted with Ashton Hansen, who conducted Biomedical Research
Infrastructure Network (BRIN) research in South Dakota with Patrick
in 2010.
JESSE WEINS, assistant professor of criminal justice at DWU, wrote
a contributing article, “Victim’s Self-defense,” which was published in
the Encyclopedia of Domestic Violence and Abuse last summer.
JUSTIN ZAJIC, assistant professor of education, edited and
compiled two books of lesson plans last summer through a Teaching
American History grant. Both were turned into iBooks, “American
History: Beginnings to Reconstruction, Lesson Plans aligned to MCREL
American History,” for grades 5-8, edited by Kathleen Trower and
Zajic; and “American History: The Industrial to the Contemporary
United States: Lesson Plans Aligned to MCREL,” for grades 9-12,
edited by Zajic, Jeremy Risty and Adam Rothenberger. Both iBooks are
published at http://mitchell.k12.sd.us/curriculum/index.html and soon to
be available at www.myoer.org.
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same faces
NEW PLACES
DWU names new positions, switches up offices
DWU has seen its fair share of change this semester,
beginning with the announcement of Amy Novak as
the new president of the university last April. Since
then, a few campus positions have been created or
changed, and offices were moved to accommodate
the new administrative team.
Derek Driedger, associate professor of English and
department chair, was named the associate dean
of digital learning at DWU. Digital DWU went live
in August with the university’s RN to Bachelor of
Science in nursing and the new M.B.A. in Strategic
Leadership.
As Novak assumed presidential duties in June,
Rocky Von Eye, math professor and dean of the
Donna Starr Christen College of Healthcare, Fitness
and Sciences, was named provost. Diane Sandhoff,
associate professor of nursing and RN to B.S.
program director for the Arlene Gates Department
of Nursing, was named the new dean of the Donna
Starr Christen College of Healthcare, Fitness and
Sciences in December. Theresa Kriese, formerly
vice president for finance and development, was
named executive vice president.
Offices have also switched up a bit. The president’s
office was renovated to accommodate the executive
vice president in addition to the president, and the
Kelley Center for Entrepreneurship moved to the
McGovern Library, allowing for more accessible
parking for off-campus visitors. The former university
relations department across from the president’s
office was renovated to accommodate Von Eye and
Lori Essig, vice president for university relations,
allowing Novak’s administrative team to be in close
proximity to one another.

SENIOR

Kelli Swenson
one of 50 young L E A D E R S chosen worldwide

DATELINES

May 31: DWU reaches Wesleyan Fund goal of $705,000, thanks to the
generous donations of alumni, employees and friends.
June 18: Digital DWU goes live on campus; new online degrees offered.
June 23-28: Brian Patrick, assistant professor of biology, presents research
about spider traps at the 19th International Congress of Arachnology in
Kenting, Taiwan.
August: An article on Supreme Court decision-making by Jesse Weins, dean
of the College of Leadership and Public Service, is cited by the Chief Justice
of the Wisconsin Supreme Court.
Aug. 25: The DWU Freshman Food Drive brings in 4,230 pounds of
nonperishables for the Mitchell Area Food Pantry.
September: The DWU Department of Business becomes an Educational
Member of the International Assembly for Collegiate Business Education
(IACBE), affirming its commitment to excellence in business education.

Kelli Swenson, of Chamberlain, is a senior at Dakota Wesleyan University
and was one of 50 students worldwide to be chosen for the Hesselbein
Global Academy for Student Leadership and Civic Engagement in Pittsburgh
last summer. According to the academy’s website, their goal is to inspire
promising students to “learn how to be effective, ethical and innovative
leaders.”
The students were assigned to small groups which were facilitated by
distinguished mentors. Swenson’s group included one student each from
Mexico, El Salvador and Iraq; her mentor was Lt. Col. Todd Woodruff of West
Point. They listened to speakers and engaged in discussions on the cultural,
gender and business differences in each of their countries. Additionally, each
group was assigned to a Community Engagement Site where they worked
directly with an organization that needed help with some aspect of their
work. Swenson’s group was invited to Pittsburg Mayor Luke Ravenstahl’s
office where they worked with servePGH. They were tasked with creating
strategies for expanding the mayor’s initiative to have city employees
dedicate two hours a week to mentoring students in the public schools.
“We had about six hours to work together and present our findings, ideas
and suggestions for improvements,” Swenson said. “It was phenomenal to
work together for a common purpose.”
Swenson is majoring in leadership and public service and plans to
pursue a career in nonprofit management following college. She has
already volunteered for numerous projects on campus, as well as mission
trips through Dakota Wesleyan, which she also helps to coordinate. She
co-coordinated DWU’s mission trip to Peru last May and is helping with
the mission trips planned this March to Omaha and Puerto Vallarta. In
addition, she will participate in a service trip to Africa in May through DWU’s
McGovern Center.

September: DWU is ranked among American’s best regional colleges for the
Midwest in U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Colleges 2014.”
Sept. 17: DWU is named a Military Friendly School in the “Guide to Military
Friendly Schools,” by Victory Media.
Oct. 8: Derik Fossum ’12, resident director, is chosen for the NASPA Region
IV-West South Dakota Rising Star New Professional Award.
November: Dan Bonte, assistant director of admissions, and Monty Bohrer,
associate professor and director of business, are chosen as the staff and
faculty Professional Excellence Award winners for the summer semester.
Nov. 11: Jenna Schmaltz, a nursing student at DWU, is awarded one of two
Veteran of the Year awards from the Mitchell American Legion, VFW and
DAV.
December: DWU is featured on CollegesofDistinction.com for the third year
and is the only college from South Dakota listed on the site.
Dec. 9: Diane Sandhoff, associate professor of nursing, director of the RN
program, and dean of the College of Healthcare, Fitness and Sciences, is
awarded the faculty Professional Excellence Award for the fall semester.
Malik Stewart ’10, talent adviser, is awarded the staff award for Professional
Excellence.

www.dwu.edu/news

Kelli Swenson’s group at the Hesselbein Global Academy for Student Leadership, from
left to right: Hersh Saidgul, As Sulaymaniyah, Iraq; Fernando Tevez, San Salvador,
El Salvador; Lt. Col. Todd Woodruff, United States Military Academy at West Point;
Swenson; and Kary Cortazar, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. (submitted photo)

The essay, “Why Choose a United
Methodist-Related College?” by
DWU student Kelsey Warns,
of Madison, was selected by the
General Board of Higher Education
and Ministry (GBHEM) to be featured
on its website. The opportunity
was opened to students at United
Methodist colleges across the country.
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campuscameraclicks
a look at the DWU Campus Community

Dakota Wesleyan University hosted its second
annual Campus Thanksgiving Dinner this year
with a full house. Students piled into Weston Food
Court and East Main Dining Room as DWU faculty
and staff served all the holiday fixings. Malik
Stewart ’10, talent adviser, was one of the staff
who volunteered to serve.

The math and science faculty and staff from the Corrigan Health Sciences Center all dressed as dominos
for Halloween this year. Pictured, from left: Steve Haiar, Mike Farney, Bethany Melroe Lehrman, Ashley
Digmann ’06, Wyonne Kaemingk ’76, ’77, Paula Mazzer, Becka Schelske ’08, Angela Broughton ’09,
’10, Roxane Hunt, Carena Jarding ’00, Rocky Von Eye and Jeanne Krome ’10.

Kent Millard, a 1963 grad and member of the
DWU Board of Trustees, was invited to speak to
the entrepreneurial leadership course, as well as
Christian leadership students and athletes, by
Fredel Thomas, entrepreneurship professor and
director of the Kelley Center for Entrepreneurship.
Millard talked about his book, “Lead Like Butler,”
which is all about values-based leadership. He
put it in a business and personal context and tied
in his relationship with God.

A few Dakota Wesleyan faculty members are serious runners. From left, Barbara Duffey of the English
department, Joel Allen of religion and philosophy, Erin Desmond and Clinton Desmond of the music
department, and Tim Mullican of biology, ran several races last year. This photo is from the River Rat
Marathon in Yankton. Mullican ran the full marathon and the others ran the half marathon. Mullican
qualified for a club called the Marathon Maniacs last fall by running two marathons and two 50K
ultramarathons in 49 days. The marathons were the Sioux Falls Marathon and the Bemidji Blue Ox
Marathon, and the ultramarathons (any race beyond 26.2 miles) were the Sundance 50K trail run and the
G.O.A.T.z (Greater Omaha Trail Runners) 50K trail run in Omaha. The 50Ks were each 31 miles on dirt
trails.
RIGHT: DWU theatre presented “The Woman in Black” in Patten-Wing Theatre in December, an eerie
play about a man who is literally and figuratively haunted by events from his past. The play was
directed by DWU graduate Chris Ferera ’13 and performed by Wesleyan students A.J. Miller and Kurt
Schwarzenbart, both of Mitchell. DWU student Elizabeth Moore, of Sioux Falls, played the ghost.
(Photo by Dan Miller)
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Henry Hughes ’87 gave
the Opperman Lecture, “My
Time at DWU – Transition
and Transformation,” this
fall on campus. He talked
about pushing boundaries,
life in the ’80s and how
DWU helped him grow as a
scholar and as a person.

Grad comes back to talk about the ’80s,
DWU and his experiences

OPPERMAN LECTURER
By Mari Olson
It was an entirely different atmosphere when
Henry Hughes attended Dakota Wesleyan in the
’80s.
“As a young man, I challenged and debated
issues regarding politics, religion, sex, even
marijuana and alcohol use,” Hughes said. “My
teachers were tolerant but also offered solid
guidance. Literature, such as works by Henry
Thoreau, Herman Melville and Emily Dickinson,
which I read deeply at Wesleyan, helped me form
an open-minded view of religion and humanity.
With DWU’s great teachers and a rich liberal arts
curriculum, I really found my way into the world.”
Hughes came back to campus this fall as the
Opperman Lecturer, giving an energetic and
informal talk, “My Time at DWU – Transition and
Transformation,” which covered the bases of the
’80s era with honesty and humor.

Birch Hilton, left, and Henry Hughes are
photographed during “The Birch and Henry Show”
on campus in 1986. Hughes, a 1987 graduate,
came back to DWU this fall as the Opperman
Lecturer. During his time as a student, he wrote
for the Phreno Cosmian, as well as creating “The
Birch and Henry Show” with Hilton.

Hughes grew up on Long Island, N.Y., coming
to DWU in 1983 and graduating in 1987 with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English and a minor in
biology.
During his years at Dakota Wesleyan, he
was one part of “The Birch and Henry Show”
on campus, a late-night talk show of sorts that
convened in the campus center several times a
semester with more than 200 students, faculty
and staff to listen and laugh along. Birch Hilton,
his co-conspirator and friend, was a psychology
major from White Lake who starred on the football
team and later completed his master’s degree in
counseling and became a teacher and counselor
for the developmentally disabled in Denver. The
show took one semester off in fall 1985 and
resumed in spring 1986, ending that May when
Hilton graduated.
“While not professional in the strictest sense
of the word, ‘The Birch and Henry Show’ was a
rollicking good time, with just the right amount of
bawdy jokes and bad talent to make it worthwhile,”
according to the 2010 DWU memory book.
Hughes, who went on to earn a Master of Arts
degree in poetry writing at Purdue University,
where he founded the literacy magazine,
Sycamore Review, and later earned his Ph.D. in
American literature, describes his younger self as
a subpar student, not really interested in studying.
At DWU he met mentors Bob Tatina from the
biology department and Joe Ditta from the English
department.
“Joe went above and beyond, taking the extra
time with me,” Hughes said. “He’d read my
poems and some articles I’d written for the Phreno
Cosmian ... I wasn’t a great high school student,
and I really grew through that mentorship.”
Hughes taught English in Niigata, Japan, from
1991 to 1994, through the JET Program and
continued to travel around Asia and write and
publish on various subjects. In 1994, he moved

Henry Hughes ’87 and longtime friend and
mentor Joe Ditta, former English professor
and department chair, catch up following the
Opperman Lecture.

to China and was a foreign expert in English at
Beijing Foreign Studies University. He is now an
English and writing professor at Western Oregon
University and the author of three books of poems,
including “Men Holding Eggs,” which received the
2004 Oregon Book Award. He is the editor of two
anthologies, “The Art of Angling: Poems About
Fishing” and “Fishing Stories,” both published in
the distinguished Everyman Library Series. In
addition to teaching, Hughes reviews new poetry
and nonfiction regularly for the Harvard Review.
He is married and lives in Oregon.
“I thought I was worldly ... but I didn’t know
how to intelligently organize my thoughts,” he said
about coming to South Dakota as a freshman.
“(At DWU) I learned how to think, how to reason.
This place really made me. I had some raw ideas
about the world ... Dakota Wesleyan gave me the
tools and means to develop those ideas.”
During his visit back to Mitchell, Hughes spent a
great deal of time with Ditta and his wife, Joanne.
The respect and friendship they fashioned years
ago clearly didn’t end with his diploma.
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Glenda K. Corrigan Health Sciences Center
BECOM E S
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feature

The opening of the Glenda K. Corrigan Health Sciences Center in August began a new era in education at Dakota
Wesleyan University. On Aug. 29, nearly 700 people gathered in the Sherman Center for the dedication ceremony of this
state-of-the-art facility. Following a litany of dedication and a powerful message by Bishop Bruce Ough, the entire audience
formed a procession to the new science center where major donors Paul ’50, HD’70 and Donna Starr ’51, HD’91 Christen
and Fritz and Glenda ’64 Corrigan cut the ribbon, officially opening the home to the Donna Starr Christen College of
Healthcare, Fitness and Sciences. Despite the heat, the day was celebratory and even cause for dancing, as donor
Ron Gates Sr. and his wife, Sheilah (lower right), twirled to the sounds of the orchestra playing on the lawn.

Bishop Bruce Ough, of
the Dakotas Conference,
gave a rousing sermon
during the dedication.

Donna Starr Christen gives President
Amy Novak the thumbs up after the
ribbon is cut.
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President Amy Novak unveiled a
bronze statue, “Dawn,” in the lobby of
the Corrigan Health Sciences Center
at a donor reception on Wednesday,
Aug. 28. The statue was created by
Benjamin Victor, of Aberdeen, and
donated by Mary and Wayne Puetz,
of Mitchell.

While the ceremony
served as the official
opening of the science
center, classes began a
few days prior, and since
that time students have
reaped the benefits of
this facility, the finest
undergraduate science
center in the region.

Carena Jarding ’00, assistant professor of nursing at DWU, observes and directs students within the Arlene
Gates Department of Nursing’s simulation lab. Professors have the ability to not only observe four different
simulation labs from monitors within the hall, but they can program the simulators with different symptoms
and even respond for the patients, as Jarding is doing here.

Lori Bork ’85, associate professor of nursing at DWU, works with students within the simulation labs in the
new Arlene Gates Department of Nursing within the Corrigan Health Sciences Center.

• Nursing students began
coursework in the building after
spring break in March 2013,
giving nursing students the
first peek at what the new
science center would mean
to their educational experience.
The nursing simulation labs
are the stars of the show in the
department. Four hospital
rooms feature simulation
mannequins that can be
controlled from a central
location outside the rooms.
Video cameras are trained on
each “patient” and while faculty
members control the
mannequins, the students
determine how to handle
medical situations, from a cry
of pain to a blood pressure
spike to cardiac arrest. Videos
are later played back so all
students can learn from the
realistic experience.
• In addition to the expected
antics of professor Mike
Farney, students in the physics
lab have the benefit of
conducting experiments in a
specially designed room that
was built on a separate slab
from the rest of the building.
Farney requested the unique
construction to prevent all
vibration from stairwell, hallway
and elevator traffic.

Megan Johnson, of Rapid City, and Colleen
Hannum, of Bakersfield, Calif., conduct a simple
distillation. This is a way in organic chemistry that
you can separate compounds based on differing
boiling points.
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• In chemistry, a new gas
chromatography-mass
spectroscopy instrument can
be used for two things: first, it
separates chemicals that are
in a mixture, and then it
identifies the chemicals by
their mass. This instrument is
used both for research and
classes – students will
especially learn to use it in
organic chemistry and
analytical chemistry, although
it can be used in biology
experiments, too.

Junior Hannah Ford, left, of Vermillion, is a biology major planning to become a heart surgeon. She spent
the summer of 2013 completing an internship with the South Dakota Biomedical Research and Infrastructure
Network (BRIN) which involved 10 weeks at the University of South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine,
Vermillion, assisting with research in hypertension with one of the cardiovascular experts. DWU also hosts
BRIN students on campus and has a lab devoted to research within the Corrigan Health Sciences Center.
Helping Hannah in the background is Haley Brunke, of Scotland.

• Students all use digital
microscopes in the
microbiology laboratory,
allowing them to easily capture
digital photomicrographs that
they can paste into their
electronic laboratory reports.
They can also capture video
clips of live microorganisms
and view their behavior. The
microscope software also
allows them to click and drag
across the length of a microbe
in an image and measure it to
the nearest micron. This is a
task that is much more difficult
to do with a standard
compound light microscope.

• The biochemistry research
space has an inert gas line set
up in the fume hood for
manufacturing chemicals that
would break down if exposed
to normal air.

“Since the labs were designed with our input, they exactly
meet our teaching needs.”
– Dr. Paula Mazzer, biochemistry

• A new type of nuclear
magnetic resonance (NMR)
spectroscopy instrument, the
picoSpin 45, is based on
solid-state magnets, like an
MRI machine in medicine.
Unlike other NMRs, this one
has no moving parts, which
makes it cheaper to operate
and easier to use. Students
get to use it themselves,
instead of just submitting
samples as they have to do
with traditional, easily broken
NMR instruments. (photo at right)
Michael Rohde, of Colome, and Travis Moodie, of Pierre, are running samples on the picoSpin 45 NMR.
DWU undergrad students have full access to this NMR.
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• For research, the Leica M205C
dissecting scope, one of the
most powerful research-grade
dissecting scopes in the
world, allows not only worldclass magnification of objects
and organisms for research
and study, but is integrated
with Leica software for imaging
and analysis. This dissecting
scope enhances a
researcher’s ability to
adequately see and analyze
biological specimens. This
has applications in the fields of
ecology, evolutionary biology,
and organismal biology.

DWU senior
Leah Wienbar,
of Iroquois,
participated in
a BRIN project
last summer
under the
direction of Dr.
Lee Baugh at
the University of
South Dakota
Sanford School
of Medicine,
Vermillion.
Wienbar and the
rest of the BRIN
team worked to
find new ways
to diagnose
and classify
the severity of
concussions.
Her job was to
determine which
eye movements
were delayed
and the deficits
the patients
had with object
manipulation.

• In the biology teaching labs,
gel electrophoresis
apparatuses and a PCR
thermal cycler allow students
to extract DNA from organisms
– including themselves – and
select a particular gene to
study. The techniques used
are exactly the same as used
in DNA sequencing for the
Human Genome Project and
for forensic and crime scene
analysis.
• A cell biology lab with an
incubator, biosafety hood and
two microscopes allows
students to do research using
live mammalian cells
(purchased from a cell culture
collection; no stem cells are
used).
• The new building offers two
state-of-the-art chemistry
teaching labs, with enough
fume hoods that everyone in
organic chemistry lab can
work in a fume hood,
protecting them from
potentially harmful – and
definitely stinky – organic
chemicals.
• Three-dimensional projectors
in the Avera Lecture Hall and
two biology labs help students
visualize biological structures
and biochemical molecules.

“The new building has greatly enhanced the science
program and offers more possibilities for research and
study for students.”
– Leah Wienbar, senior biology major, Iroquois
Jordan Reiner, of Mitchell,
and Shelby Vosburg, of
Renner, use the Vernier
Labquest handheld
instruments with the
individual SpectroVis
spectrometers to do a
colorimetric assay for
protein concentration in the
biochemistry lab.

To view more DWU photos of the Corrigan Health Sciences Center, visit Flickr at www.flickr.com/photos/dakotawesleyan.
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DWU
FOOTBALL:
A Season to Remember
By Leah Rado

Sports Information Director
For the past three seasons, the Dakota
Wesleyan University football team started
the season by making history.
In 2013, the Tigers didn’t get off to the
start they wanted, but made history when
it counted: at the end of the season.
Dakota Wesleyan put together its best
season in more than 20 years and etched
its name in the record books with one
of the top three finishes in Tiger football
history. DWU finished the season 8-3
overall, marking just the third time in Tiger
football history a team has won eight or
more games. The last time was in 1992,
and the only other time was in 1976.
“This year’s team was different than
any other team,” second-year head coach
Ross Cimpl said. “I think the biggest
factor was that we had great leadership,
and these players were very focused
on obtaining their goals. We have a
phenomenal coaching staff, and their
teaching and direction gave our players
the confidence to compete and beat the
best teams in the conference.
“I think another difference in this team
that allowed us to be successful was its
work ethic. They knew that the work and
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time invested into the season and offseason
would make a difference in games, and they
pushed each other to improve.”
Along with eight wins, the Tigers also finished
7-2 and in third place in the Great Plains Athletic
Conference. They were ranked 20th in the NAIA
and won seven of their last eight games. Cimpl
was named the league’s coach-of-the-year after
guiding DWU to its historic season, and he was
named the AFCA NAIA Region 4 Coach-of-theYear. He coached five GPAC Players-of-theWeek in 2013, and helped the squad set the
school record for points (329) and total offense
(4,547) in a season.
Dakota Wesleyan also saw several individual
records fall this season. Senior receiver
Anthony Muilenburg, who sat out the entire 2012
season with an injury, set the school record
for receiving yards in a game with 251 against
Northwestern College, and he ends his career
with the most receptions in school history – 225.
He was an AFCA NAIA All-American SecondTeam honoree – the second AFCA All-American
honor of his career.
Junior running back Francois Barnaud also
missed nearly the entire 2012 season with an
injury, but he came back stronger than ever in
2013 and shattered the school’s single-season
rushing record. Teammate Josh Endres broke
the 23-year-old mark in 2012, but just one year
later, Barnaud led the nation with 1,893 rushing
yards. He also finished second in the NAIA in

rushing yards per game (172.1).
“Having the year that I had was
great, and I owe a lot of my success to
my offensive line blocking well and my
receivers blocking down field,” Barnaud
said. “It means a lot to be the record holder
and to do those kinds of things; however,
it’s just going to make me work that much
harder for the upcoming season.”
Senior quarterback Jon Bane also
wrapped up a stellar career in 2013. The
Rogers, Texas, native graduates with the
school record for passing yards (9,224)
and total offense (9,365) in a career. Bane
threw for 2,330 yards and 25 touchdowns
this season, and he finished third in the
league with 211.8 yards per game. He also
graduates with records for pass offense
(457) and longest pass (99) in a game
and pass offense in a season (2,817).
He earned All-GPAC Honorable Mention
accolades for the third straight year.
Barnaud and Muilenburg, along with
sophomore linebacker Brady Bonte, all
earned All-GPAC First-Team honors at the
end of the season. Bonte, who led the
Tigers with 88 total tackles and finished
eighth in the NAIA in tackles for a loss
(20) and sacks (9.0), was one of eight
underclassmen nominated for a national
defensive player-of-the-year award.
“We have some very talented players
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on this team,” Cimpl said. “I think when
people look at what we have been able
to accomplish over the past couple
seasons in terms of records, they have
to acknowledge the fact that there is
something special happening in this
program, and it’s happening right now.
“I think for the players to be a part of
these records is something that they will
remember for a lifetime.”
Dakota Wesleyan’s big finish came after
its slowest start in the past four seasons.
The Tigers started 1-2 in 2013 with losses
to the University of Wisconsin-Stout – an
NCAA Division III opponent – and GPAC
rival Northwestern. In 2010, DWU started
the season 3-0 for the first time in school
history before ending the year 5-5. In
2011, the Tigers won five straight games
to start the year – another first – but
finished 6-4. In 2012, DWU went 3-0 to
start before ending the year 6-4 for the
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second straight season.
In the loss to Northwestern – ranked No. 21
in the NAIA at the time – the Tigers were down
49-28 heading into the final quarter. Dakota
Wesleyan put together two scoring drives and, in
the final 49 seconds of the game, orchestrated
an eight-play, 72-yard drive that ended on the
Red Raiders’ 1-yard line as time expired. The
Tigers fell inches shy of a game-tying touchdown
and, perhaps, an upset of Northwestern. At the
end of the season with Dakota Wesleyan sitting
just outside the playoff bubble looking in, many
speculated about what could have been had the
Tigers upset the Red Raiders that day in Orange
City, Iowa.
“I was very nervous the day of the selection
show, and when the last selection was made
and we weren’t picked, I just cried because
our team deserved the opportunity to make the
playoffs,” Muilenburg said. “It was very difficult
to look back at the Northwestern game because
just a few less mistakes, and we could have
come out of that game with a win. Also, looking
back to the last play of that game when we were
inches away from the goal line still leaves a
bitter taste in my mouth.”
Following the close loss, DWU rattled
off three straight wins and jumped into the
receiving votes section of the poll following a
31-20 upset of No. 20 Doane. A home loss to
No. 1 Morningside College, however, bumped
the Tigers right back out of the polls, and they
knew they would likely have to win their last four
games of the season to even have a shot at the
playoffs. They did, including a 27-0 shutout –
their first and only of the year – against Dordt
College to end the season, but their No. 20
ranking wasn’t enough to earn a spot in the
playoffs.
“We can’t control where we are ranked; all we
can control is winning games,” Barnaud said.
“Obviously we felt like we were one of the better
teams in the nation, so I don’t think we really
had an underdog mentality. We just knew if we
did what we practice and what our coaches told
us, then we could compete with anybody, and
that’s what we did.”
Despite missing the playoffs, the 2013 season

Jr., Belle Fourche, S.D
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was one to remember. This year’s senior
class collectively had an impressive career,
and graduates as the most successful
senior class in recent memory. The 2013
seniors put together a career record of 2516, and are the first senior class since the
early days of DWU football to have three
straight winning seasons. Together, they
helped set two team records and saw seven
individual game, four individual season and
four individual career records fall.
“It has been great to be part of all the
record setting throughout my five seasons
here,” senior defensive back Matt McManus
said. “I have seen both the receiving and
rushing records fall twice, the interception
record get tied and countless passing
records. That says a lot about the talent
that was on the teams we were a part of.
“You ask all of the guys about those
records, and they’ll talk about how their
teammates helped them accomplish those
records and how, without them, they
wouldn’t have been possible. After Endres
broke the season rushing record, he took
all the linemen out to eat and paid for their
dinner. If you know how offensive linemen
eat, you know that he had a pretty big bill.”
Missing the playoffs by a game – or
maybe an inch – left DWU hungry for more
in 2014, but Cimpl said the Tigers’ goals
are still the same: win a GPAC title and
compete for a national title.
“Our expectations haven’t changed,” he
said. “We have a lot of things that we can
build off from this season, but there was a
great deal of time and effort dedicated to
this season, and we still came up short.
“I think the players and coaches are
more motivated than ever to get over the
hump and make our goals a reality.”

Coach Ross Cimpl:
rocimpl@dwu.edu
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underclassmen nominated for
a national defensive playerof-the-year award. Barnaud,
Muilenburg and Bonte earned
All-GPAC First-Team honors,
and Jake Verry, Kyle Hencke,
Eric Gruis and Matt McManus
earned second-team accolades.
Jon Bane, Eric Witte, Anthony
Cervantes, Tanner Munk, Matt
Tuttle, Skyler Eriksen, Jeff
Maassen and Muilenburg were
named honorable mention.

SHORTS

Visit www.dwuathletics.com for sports updates.

Men’s Basketball

Matt Wilber was hired to take
over as the Tiger men’s head
coach, and he has guided
Dakota Wesleyan to a 10-8
mark so far this season. The
Tigers picked up signature wins
on Nov. 13 when they upset
No. 18 Dakota State University
85-76 at the Corn Palace and
another on Jan. 4 when they
upset No. 6 Hastings College
98-84. Sophomore guard Trae
Bergh tied the school record
for 3-pointers in a game in the
team’s first game of the year
against Trinity Bible College with
10. He scored 43 points that
game. Junior Jalen Voss leads
the team in scoring at 20 points
per game, and Bergh (15.8),
Kris Menning (14.6) and Jade
Miller (12.3) also average double
digits. Redshirt freshman Tate
Martin leads the team and is
second in the NAIA with 110
total assists and 6.9 assists per
game.

Women’s Basketball

Dakota Wesleyan is 11-6 so
far this season and is receiving
votes in the NAIA. The Tigers
won 10 of their first 12 games to
start the season, and they upset
No. 10 Midland University 85-74
on Dec. 7. Freshman Erica
Herrold was named the GPAC
Player-of-the-Week after scoring
20 points against Nebraska
Wesleyan. Katie Johnson and
Amanda Hart lead the team in
scoring (11.9), but two others
– Kim Johnson (10.5) and
Celeste Beck (10.3) – also
average double digits. Katie
Johnson leads the team with 5.7
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rebounds per game, and Celeste
Beck is fourth in the NAIA in
3-point percentage (.464).

Cross Country

A pair of underclassmen
paced the DWU cross country
team in 2013. The Tigers
had just two seniors on their
men’s and women’s rosters
combined. Freshman Kellan
Willet finished 26th at the GPAC
Championships to lead the Tiger
men, and sophomore Haley
Brunke paced the DWU women
with her second straight top 40
finish. She finished 35th in her
second season with the team.

Football

The DWU football team made
history in 2013 and finished the
season as one of the top three
teams in Tiger football history.
DWU went 8-3, marking just
the third time in school history
a team has won eight or more
games. The Tigers made it to
No. 20 in the NAIA polls, and
narrowly missed a spot in the
playoffs. Head coach Ross
Cimpl was named the GPAC
Coach-of-the-Year in just his
second year at the helm. DWU
had several key wins, including
a 31-20 win over No. 20 Doane
College and a 31-17 win against
receiving-votes Nebraska
Wesleyan. Junior running
back Francois Barnaud set the
single-season rushing mark
with 1,893 yards, and senior
receiver Anthony Muilenburg
set a career mark with 225
receptions throughout his DWU
career. Sophomore linebacker
Brady Bonte was one of eight

Men’s Golf

The Tiger men’s golf team is in
seventh in the GPAC standings
after two qualifiers so far this
season. Mac Young leads the
Tigers individually as he is tied
for 15th in the league’s individual
standings with a 161. Tyler
Burr is tied for 25th with a 163.
DWU’s top finish this fall was a
fourth-place finish at its annual
DWU Palace City Classic.

Women’s Golf

Dakota Wesleyan continued its
GPAC dominance this fall and
leads the field by 37 strokes
after two qualifiers. The Tigers
have a two-round total of 647,
and Northwestern is in second
with a 684. Senior Chelsea
Burback leads the individual
race with a 157, but sophomore
teammate Lauren Fitts is one
stroke behind and in second
with a 158. Juniors Jenna
Winckler and Talia Peters are
fifth and sixth with a 166 and
167, respectively. Freshman
April Barnett is also tied for
11th. Dakota Wesleyan won
three events this fall and took
fourth twice. Fitts earned GPAC
Golfer-of-the-Week honors
twice, and Burback earned the
honor once.

Men’s Soccer

The DWU men’s soccer team
finished 9-8-2 overall and 4-5-1
in the GPAC and made the
GPAC Postseason Tournament
for the fourth straight year in
2013. Sophomore goalie Alex
Nelson started the season
by earning GPAC and NAIA
Defensive Player-of-the-Week
honors after holding No. 16
University of Jamestown to a 0-0
tie in double overtime. Nelson,
Ryan West, Trent Robbins, Zach
Schneider and Mike Haight all
earned All-GPAC Honorable
Mention – the first honor for all

five. Haight led the team with
seven goals and three assists,
and Chaz Foss added five
goals. Nelson made 92 saves.
Robbins also earned CoSIDA
Academic All-District 3 honors.

Women’s Soccer

The Tiger women finished
4-12-2 overall and 1-8-1 in the
GPAC in 2013. Seniors Lindsey
Corrin and Linsey Peterson
and junior Thara Ali Said
earned All-GPAC Honorable
Mention accolades. Ali Said
set the school record for goals
in a game with four against
Presentation, and senior goalie
Erika Carpenter set the record
for saves in a season with 142.
Ali Said also earned CoSIDA
Academic All-District 3 honors.

Volleyball

The Tigers went 7-28 overall
and 0-16 in the GPAC in
2013. Junior setter Bri Jung
and sophomore outside hitter
Sarah Kruse earned All-GPAC
Honorable Mention status.
Kruse led the team with 226
kills, and Jung had a team-high
632 assists. Freshman Taylor
Spence also had 219 kills
and 312 digs, and sophomore
Maggie Stehly led the team with
339 digs. Redshirt freshman
Mallory Jark had a team-high 43
total blocks. After three seasons
with the team, Jung moved up to
fourth on DWU’s all-time assists
list with 2,237 and 14th on the
all-time digs chart with 731.

Wrestling

The DWU wrestling team was
ranked 10th in the NAIA in the
preseason poll and was still
at No. 11 when the first poll of
2014 came out. Junior Trever
DeVestern leads the team at
20-1 and won the 165-pound
title at the DWU Open and the
Gold Division of the AuggieBrute Adidas Open. Tyler
Sarringar won the 197-pound
title at the DWU Open, and both
Richard Rios (133) and Kyle
Gerlach (157) took second.

Tiger Schedules

Visit www.dwuathletics.com
to view updated DWU athletic
schedules. For a list of 2014-15
DWU student-athlete recruits,
visit www.dwuathletics.com/
tiger-information/athleticsignees.

Trever DeVestern, a junior on the Dakota Wesleyan

University wrestling team, takes on teammate Ryan Roach during the
Tigers’ annual Blue and White Dual on Nov. 6 at the Christen Family
Athletic Center on the DWU campus. DeVestern, a Pearblossom,
Calif., native, currently leads the Tigers in individual wins and is 20-1
in 2013-14. The 165-pounder won his weight class at the DWU Open
on Nov. 16, and he also won the 165-pound Gold Division title at the
Auggie-Brute Adidas Open on Nov. 23 in Minneapolis. DeVestern is
looking for his third straight trip to the NAIA National Championships
this spring, and he is looking for a second straight All-American honor
after finishing seventh at 157 pounds and being named All-American
as a sophomore in 2013. He is currently ranked sixth in the NAIA at
165 pounds.
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class notes.
We welcome alumni news
for the Class Notes section
of Wesleyan Today.

Please note that we edit Class Notes for
length, with priority given to news specifically
about alumni of Dakota Wesleyan. Go to the
“alumni/friends” link at www.dwu.edu and
click on “update your information” to tell us
what’s new with you.

1930s

Edna Peirce Minger ex’37 recently celebrated
her 98th birthday. She lives in a retirement
home where she plays the piano for Wednesday
Vespers and cares for the roses and potted
plants.

1950s

Russell Peirce ’51 and his wife, Mary,
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on
July 7, 2013.
Delbert Black ex’56 has retired after 37
years as an official scorer for major league
baseball. He is looking forward to watching his
grandchildren play sports in San Diego; Tucson,
Ariz.; Arlington, Va.; and Kansas City, Mo.
Howard Powers ’56 is semi-retired. He still
teaches junior high art and will complete 58
years of teaching this year.

1960s

Nancy Fink Lower ’60, a former nurse
practitioner, was paralyzed while serving as
a medical director for the Peace Corps in
Africa. She lives with her husband, George, in
Springville, Utah.
Karol Davis Eichelberg ex’61 has retired
from being a full-time volunteer. She and her
husband, Elmer, have plans to attend many of
their grandchildren’s events, one of which is
their granddaughter’s graduation from the Air
Force Academy.
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Classmates from the late ’60s and early ’70s enjoyed a reunion near Rockerville in late September. The
group toured the Black Hills and participated in a service project with “Meeting the Need,” a facility that
provides camp experiences for people with disabilities near Keystone. What began as a four-day event
was extended to seven days when part of the group became snowbound due to a severe South Dakota
blizzard that left them with no power, no water or phone. Back row, from left: Roxy Follett, Jim Follett ’70,
Baldwin Park, Calif.; Graham Thatcher, Anna Marie Teachout Thatcher ’70, Rapid City; Kathy Muxen,
Nancy Lindamood, Deanell Quiett Backlund ’70, Mitchell; Karen Riley Sievers ’70, Guthrie Center,
Iowa. Middle row, from left: Mim Hoff, Jim Hoff ’70, Lead; Barry Muxen ’71, Rapid City; Rita Johnson
’70, Webster; Jim Mumford, Denny Lindamood ex’70, Blaine, Minn.; Dave Backlund ’71, Mitchell; Jim
Sievers. Front row, from left: Karen Workman Carmichael ex’70, Denny Carmichael ex’70, Brookings.
Not pictured: Harold ’70 and Brenda Reese, Las Vegas; John ex’71 and Jan Turpin, Jefferson, Iowa; and
Darrell ’71 and Lisette Nelson ’69 Aldrich, Fond Du Lac, Wis.

Sam Muyskens ’63 is the president and founder
of Global Faith in Action, a nonprofit organization
that fosters interfaith understanding. Based in
Kansas, the organization is active in the U.S.
and Haiti where they have a 20-year-old project
called ASAP Haiti.
Larry Herzog ex’64 retired after 48 years in
construction installing traffic signals, airfield
lighting and prison security systems.
Charlotte Nold ’64 continues as a full-time
pastor at St. John UCC in Chicago. She is in
her 25th year serving as a pastor.

Larry and Evalyn Sougstad Beasley ’65 were
named 2012 Volunteers of the Year for
District II of the Florida State Park system.
There are 5,500 volunteers for the 161 state
parks in Florida. For the past four years, Evalyn
has worked for the events staff, and Larry has
been manager of the maintenance shop at
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park
in White Springs, Fla.
Jim Kenton ’67 remains active in retirement.
He and his wife, Carol, travel extensively. He
visited the DWU campus in September 2013
and was very impressed. He says he has
“always been proud of my affiliation with DWU.”

class notes.
Daniel Weber ’69 has retired after 42 years of
private and federal employment. He and his
wife, Beth, live in Sioux Falls.

1970s

DWU hosts many summer visitors, alumni and friends who stop to tour the campus as they are traveling
through South Dakota. This group made a day at DWU part of the their family reunion activities. Back row,
from left: Jackie Meyer Wentworth ’83, director of alumni relations; Dana Mack (daughter of David Mack
’68) and Autumn Raw (granddaughter of David Mack ’68), Jim Taylor ’65, Tonganoxie, Kan.; Bradley
Taylor (son of Jim ’65 and Karen Taylor) and David Mack ’68, Bentonville, Ark. Front row, from left: Karen
Butts Taylor, Kim Staley (daughter of Jim ’65 and Karen Taylor), Linda Butts Brinkman, Lorna Butts
Bolen ’75, Sioux Falls; Marcia Butts Mack ex’69, Bentonville, Ark.; and Missy Herr-Valburg ’94, director
of admissions.

Harold Reese ’70 retired this year after 43
years of teaching and coaching in Midland.
He currently lives in Las Vegas with his wife,
Brenda, who also retired. They look forward to
new wonders and challenges in the next chapter
of life.
Karen Riley Sievers ’70 received the Citizen of
the Year award for Panora, Iowa.
Elaine Kurtenbach Behrend ’72 has lived in
Scottsdale, Ariz., with her husband, Jim, since
1984. She retired from teaching in 2001 and
continues to be active in church, Marriage
Encounter, reading and cooking. She enjoys
family time with her three sons and eight
grandchildren.
Barbara Stein Holquist ’73 continues to serve
as administrator for the preschool she operated
for more than 25 years. Her husband, Robert,
DWU choral and vocal director from 1971 to
1979, retired from Western Carolina University
in 2011 and continues to serve as minister of
music at First Baptist Church in Sylva, N.C.

A group of DWU alumni gathered for a weekend reunion at Lake Shetek, Minn., in late September. From
left: John Sweet ’68, Delano, Minn.; Dan Albertsen ’66, Watertown; Brian Murphy ’69, Tucson, Ariz.; Roy
Gruenewald ’70, Mitchell; Royce Berg ’66, Mankato, Minn.; Jim Jensen ’68, Sacred Heart, Minn.; and
Don Stanek ’67, Tyler, Minn.

Sylvia Peebles Fulmer ex’73 is a freelance
writer and lives in the Temecula Valley in
Southern California.
Carolyn Shearer ’74 has retired after 39 years
of teaching. She taught in Salem for 34 years.

1980s

Karla Mees ’81 teaches nursing full time for
Minnesota School of Business and part time
for the College of Saint Scholastica. She also
works as a PRN at Olmsted Medical Center in
Rochester, Minn.

These 1963 Methodist Hospital nursing alumnae returned to Mitchell in June and enjoyed a tour of the new
Corrigan Health Sciences Center. Back row, from left: Gaynel Davis Gorman MH’63, ex’64, Omaha, Neb.;
Donna Miller Strickland MH’63, ’64, Eugene, Ore.; Luann Bennett Heath MH’63, Kimball; Terry Tucker
Ammon MH’63, Creston, Iowa; and Nadine Robson Mikel MH’63, ex’64, Madison. Front row: Joan
Kovanda Pankonin MH’63, ex’65, Sioux Falls.
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2000s

Alan King ’03, of Billings, Mont., was featured in
the September 2013 edition of Runner’s World
magazine. King was called “The Rule Breaker”
because he runs an average of 85 miles per
week, but doesn’t stretch or strength-train. He
ran the 2013 Boston Marathon in 2:32.
Brock Seim ’07 was named an associate of the
Casualty Actuarial Society.
Kristi Anderson Smith ’08 graduated last May
from Southwest Minnesota State University with
her Master of Science in education.

2010s

Allison Hofer Ness ’10 is finishing her third
year teaching in the Brookings School District.
She and her husband, Joseph, have two
children, Ashlynn and Josie.

These DWU alumni are faithful about getting together every year; this year they spent a long weekend in
Mars Hill, N.C. From left to right, Myles Kennedy ’66, Spearfish; Al Koch ’66, Breezy Point, N.J.; and
John Stoduto ’65, Cudjoe Key, Fla.

Births

Darin and Leah Radway Ries ’05 welcomed a
daughter, Ainsley Marie, on Aug. 27, 2012.

Paul Kvick ’42, of Carmichael, Calif., died
June 13, 2013. He is survived by his sister,
Dorothy Kvick Kassel c’51, and his brother,
Robert ex’48.

Godfrey and Shaunna Kemp Burrows ’06
welcomed a son, Godfrey III, on Feb. 13, 2013.

Eunice Reinecke Mason ex’42, of Andover,
Mass., died Oct. 7, 2013.

Tim and Alli Clarke Muilenburg ’11 welcomed
their first child, Molly Kathleen, on July 4, 2013.

Bernice Nemanic MH’43, of Sacramento, Calif.,
died May 30, 2013.

Deaths

Helen Obr ’45, of Des Moines, Iowa, died
Nov. 5, 2007.

Marjorie Voas Mayer ’33, of White Bear Lake,
Minn., died Oct., 9, 2013. She is survived by her
daughter, Suzanne Mayer Lucas ’69.
Josephine Tersa Ohlson ex’33, of Morgan Hill,
Calif., died Jan. 17, 2010.
Dorothy Erickson McMeen ’35, of Gregory,
died Feb. 8, 2012.

Join in the Fun!

It’s not too late to take Flat Farney
with you. Go to www.dwu.edu/
alumnivisitors/farney to download your
Flat Farney. Just follow the instructions
on the download and we’ll post your
photos on our Facebook page.
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Lauren Woods ’39, of Albany, Calif., died
Jan. 24, 2013.
Albin Lindblad ’41, of Fort Meyers, Fla., died
April 7, 2013. He is survived by his sisters,
Flossie Lindblad Stechman ’47, Mabel
Lindblad McEntee ’34 and Bernice Lindblad
McKillip ’41.

Stan Johnson ex’47, of Mitchell, died June 15,
2013.
Sylvia Hansen Callison ’48, of Sioux Falls,
died Aug. 6, 2013. She is survived by her
daughter, Jill Callison ’77.
Connie Stentz Savage ex’50, of Lompoc, Calif.,
died June 28, 2013.
Dwight Opperman ex’50, HD’06, of Los
Angeles, died June 13, 2013.
Bob Betts Jr. ’51, of Davenport, Fla., died
Nov. 15, 2013.

class notes.
Verona Mabry Stevens ’52, of Ossineke, Mich.,
died June 27, 2013.
Don Klarup ’53, HD’73, of Charleston, Ill.,
died Dec. 25, 2013, following a long battle
with melanoma. Don graduated from Boston
University School of Theology and pastored
many United Methodist parishes throughout the
Dakotas from 1956 to 1994. He also served as
the DWU director of planned giving and church
relations.
Kathleen Scholten Van Dyke MH’55, of Sioux
Falls, died Sept. 25, 2013.

Simple, loving, faithful, caring, mischievous, charismatic and compassionate are just a few words that
DWU students use to describe Brian Anderberg, 41, of Mitchell, who served as DWU associate director of
young adult ministry throughout the last year and a half. Anderberg died early in the morning on Oct. 31,
2013, in his home under hospice care after a long battle with cancer. He shared ministry duties on campus
for weekly worship and Fusion, as well as leading one of the 2013 mission teams to Peru. His campus
memorial service was held that same day, and those who knew him like to think he was chuckling in Heaven
at some of the Halloween costumes. He is survived by his wife, Tonya, and his sons, Nathanial and Nahum.

Conference for Leadership,
Innovation and Social Change
April 10, 2014 • 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
DWU SHERMAN CENTER

This conference will bring engaging speakers to inspire leadership and
innovation for social change in our neighborhoods and around our world.
Attendees will have the opportunity to interact with one another and speakers in
Dialogue for Action sessions. Information: www.dwu.edu/leadershipconference

FEATURED SPEAKERS
• Bob Goff

SCHEDULE

DeWayne Hofer ’58, of Prescott, Ariz., died
May 12, 2013.
Leonard Hornung ’60, of Waterloo, N.Y, died
July 14, 2013.
Ken Huggins ’60, of Bloomfield, Colo., died
July 6, 2013.
Muriel Tinklenberg Thorpe MH’60, of
Emmetsburg, Iowa, died June 30, 2013.
Malford Clyde ex’63, of Mitchell, died April 25,
2013.

Connie Coyne Lipset ’65, of Valley Stream
N.Y., died Aug. 11, 2013.

• Darin Duty and Molly Hough

8:30-9:45 a.m.
9:45-10:45 a.m.
11 a.m.-Noon
Noon-1 p.m.
1-2:30 p.m.

Lorraine Moir Hall ex’58, of Watertown, died
June 9, 2013.

Robert Brown ’64, of Cameron, Mo., died
Oct. 10, 2013.

The New York Times best-selling author of “Love Does,” as well as
an attorney who founded Restore International, a nonprofit human
rights organization operating in Uganda and India
Bob inspires current and future influencers to get to the “do” part of life.
From Generation Alive, an organization that works in collaboration
with other compassion-based organizations to offer young people
tangible opportunities to act compassionately by actively helping
other young people who are living in the pain caused by extreme
poverty or injustice

LeMay DeLapp Britain ’57, of Oelrichs, died
Nov. 13, 2013. She is survived by her husband,
Maynard ‘Brit’ ’58.

Reva Riddell Stedman ’66, of Mitchell, died
June 7, 2013.
Bob Goff

Featuring Generation Alive (www.generationalive.org)
Dialogue for Action
Bob Goff (www.bobgoff.com)
Lunch and Dialogue for Action
Mini Sessions featuring innovators, change agents and idea enthusiasts

Gloria Studer Hanssen ex’69, of Sioux Falls,
died Sept. 2, 2013.
Roger Jamgochian ’70, of Wausau, Wis., died
Nov. 15, 2013.
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Ruth Tschetter Hanssen ’71, of Emery, died
July 31, 2013.
Mary McGrath Minahan Peterson ex’72, of
Tripp, died July 18, 2013.
Thomas Judy ’72, of Wheeling, Ill., died
Aug. 27, 2013.
Bob Kumbalek ’73, of North Bend, Wash.,
died Aug. 10, 2013. He is survived by his wife,
Nancy Rothenberger Kumbalek ’75.
Ilith Heinrich Saukerson ’76, of Chamberlain,
died Aug. 23, 2013.
John Engdahl ’77, of Sparks, Nev., died
Aug. 31, 2013.
Janet Johannsen Martin ’81, of Mitchell, died
Aug. 17, 2013.
Jackie Limmer ’82, of Wentworth, died Oct. 3,
2013.
Gabi Schwanke Anderson ’85, of Nuremberg,
Germany, died Sept. 25, 2011.
Bernard Little Whiteman ’86, of Idaho Falls,
Idaho, died Sept. 16, 2013.
Cora Flying Hawk ’90, of Lake Andes, died
July 7, 2013.
Kathie Alred Neal ex’90, of Parkston, died
May 8, 2013.
Jessica Dooley ’12, of Kimball, died Oct. 18,
2013.

Friends

Jim Borsheim, of Senatobia, Miss., died
July 2, 2013. He came to DWU in 1956 as head
basketball coach and athletic director. He was
inducted into the DWU Athletic Hall of Fame in
1993. According to Gordie Fosness ’57, his
best team was in 1959-60 with Elton Byre ’60,
Harvey Schaefer ’61, Don Bentien ’61, Harold
Koch ex’60 and Don Screes ’60. Jim loved
Dakota Wesleyan and often said “leaving was
the biggest mistake I made in my entire life.”
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Dave ’70 and Deanell Quiett ’70 Backlund hosted the “Come Together Reunion” during Blue & White
Days. More than 40 alumni and friends from the late ’60s and early ’70s enjoyed an evening of food,
fellowship and reminiscing at the Backlund home. From left: Richard Whitney ’69, Reisterstown, Md.;
Gail Hoe Heimbuck ’73 and Bruce Heimbuck ’73, Guernsey, Wyo.; Wendy Lamont ’73, Sioux Falls;
Roxann Foster ’72, Sugarland, Texas; and Vicki Heckel Hamblet ’72 and Jim Hamblet ’72, Ramsey,
Minn.

Ronald Diede, of Aberdeen, died July 25, 2013.
He once taught at DWU.
Audrey Kinsella, of Mitchell, died Aug. 13,
2013. She managed the DWU Campus
Bookstore from 1975 to 1982.
Warren Kuhler HD’79, of Wakonda, died
May 20, 2013. He is survived by his son,
George ’73, and his granddaughter, Carrie
Peterson ’03.
Margaret Muller, of Mitchell, died Sept. 5, 2013.
She was an adjunct professor from 2008 to
2010.

Dave ’70 and Deanell Quiett ’70 Backlund served
as hosts for the “Come Together Reunion” held
during Blue & White Days.

2014
Date Book
• March 8-16 – Spring Break

• March 21-23 – DWU Musical, “Les Misérables”
• March 28-30 – DWU Musical, “Les Misérables”
• April 10 – Conference for Leadership,
Innovation and Social Change
• April 25 – Honors Banquet
• April 26 – Athletic Awards Banquet
• April 27 – Honors Sunday
• April 29 – DWU Service Day
• May 2 – Nursing Pinning Ceremony
• May 3 – Baccalaureate and Commencement
• Sept. 19 – Legacy Banquet
• Sept. 20 – Blue & White Days
• Sept. 20 – 30 Years of Randall Scholars
(a reunion of students who received DWU’s
most prestigious scholarship); Class of 1964
(50th Golden Reunion)

www.dwu.edu/events

Doug Kusel ’70, of North Richland Hills, Texas,
and Jon Kreamelmeyer ’70, of Frisco, Colo.,
enjoyed reminiscing about their college years at the
“Come Together Reunion.”

Dakota Wesleyan University

Distinguished Alumni Awards
Dakota Wesleyan University has 128
years of commendable alumni to celebrate. This year,
DWU honored the following with Distiguished Alumni
Awards: Dorothy Hubbard Schwieder ’55,
Jill Callison ’77 and Myles Tieszen ’84.
Dorothy Hubbard
Schwieder received the
Distinguished Alumni Award
from the College of Leadership
and Public Service. Schwieder,
originally of Presho, came to
Dakota Wesleyan University in
1951 and took her first course
from then-history professor
George McGovern. He sparked
her love of history, and she
earned her Bachelor of Arts
degree in psychology and history

from Dakota Wesleyan in 1955.
Her passion for learning, teaching and research have extended
throughout her life and career. She began teaching in 1960 as a
part-time instructor at Dakota Wesleyan, and in 1966 she became
a part-time instructor at Iowa State University. She received
her Master of Arts degree in history in 1968 from Iowa State
University and her Ph.D. in 1981 from the University of Iowa. Her
primary research was on the history of Iowa, including Iowa’s
Amish communities.
During the 1970s, she revived scholarly work on Iowa history
and developed a popular course on the same topic, the first of its
kind at Iowa State University. In 1981, she became an assistant
professor in the Iowa State Department of History, was promoted
to full professor in 1988 and retired from ISU in 2001. She was
the first woman appointed as a professor in the Iowa State History
Department and also the department’s only full-time female
faculty member for almost 20 years. She accumulated multiple
honors over her teaching career, including the designation as
a University Professor 2001, an honor bestowed on ISU faculty
members recognized for making outstanding contributions to the
university.
Jill Callison received the
Distinguished Alumni Award
from the College of Arts and
Humanities. Callison’s curious
mind and ability to see the
story in everyday life took her
from being the young Phreno
Cosmian reporter during her
days at Dakota Wesleyan, to
becoming an award-winning
journalist for the largest
newspaper in the state, the

Argus Leader in Sioux Falls.
A 1977 graduate of DWU, she majored in journalism, and upon
graduation she worked at a radio station in Winona, Minn., then
returned to newspaper with positions at the Lyon County Reporter
in Rock Rapids, Iowa, and the Daily Globe in Worthington, Minn.
In 1994, she accepted a position with Argus Leader Media of
Sioux Falls, working as a reporter and assistant editor for the Life
section, and she reported for both the news and opinion sections.
Callison’s feature and column writing have won several awards
from the South Dakota Newspaper Association. Her journalistic
prowess has been honored by the Iowa Press Women, Minnesota
News Association, South Dakota News Association, Great Plains
Journalism, and both the Thomson Company and Gannett
Company.
Myles Tieszen received
the Distinguished Alumni Award
from the Donna Starr Christen
College of Healthcare, Fitness
and Sciences.
Tieszen grew up on a farm in
rural Marion and graduated cum
laude from Dakota Wesleyan
University in 1984 with majors
in biology and chemistry. He
graduated from the University of
South Dakota School Of Medicine
at Vermillion and completed
his surgery residency with Saginaw Cooperative Hospitals in
Saginaw, Mich.
While completing his residency in Michigan, he served as
clinical director of student health services at Delta College in
University Center. He was also a clinical instructor of surgery at
Michigan State University College of Human Medicine at Lansing.
After five years in Michigan, he returned to Yankton, where he
served as a clinical assistant professor in the surgery department
at the USD School of Medicine, was the CEO at Yankton Surgical
Associates, and also was chief of surgery at Sacred Heart
Hospital.
He was named Dakota Wesleyan University’s Young Alumnus
of the Year in 1995.
As lieutenant colonel in the Army Reserves, Tieszen was
assigned to a special forces team that infiltrated Iraq on the
second night of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2002. The following
year he was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for his
service in Iraq. He was honorably discharged from the military,
and later shared his experience with DWU students as the
Distinguished Opperman Lecturer.
Tieszen spent three years in Stevens Point, Wis., with Ministry
Medical Group and in 2009 he and his spouse, Valary, moved
to Omaha, Neb., where he is associate medical director for
Alegent Creighton Clinic in Council Bluffs, Iowa. He also serves
as assistant clinical professor for the department of surgery at
Creighton University School of Medicine.
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FACEvalue
meet JUANITA KINGDON
AGE: 102 RESIDENCE: Mitchell HOMETOWN: Hitchcock

DWU GRADUATION YEAR: Juanita graduated in 1933 with degrees in history and economics. She said she wanted to be a CPA, but it
wasn’t a field for women in that era.
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This photo was taken when President Amy Novak
went to visit Juanita Kingdon, DWU’s oldest living
alum, in 2013.

By Lori Essig
In 1944, Juanita went to Germany with
the Red Cross to support war efforts.
She arrived on a troop ship at Omaha
Beach. Once she received her orders,
she primarily did hospital work in various
locations, including Rouen and Paris,
France, and Stuttgart and Munich,
Germany. She came home from Europe
in 1949.
In 1968 at the age of 57, Juanita joined the war effort in Vietnam, working
in field offices.
What’s the secret to a long life? Juanita doesn’t offer any specific advice,
but this forward-thinking, fun-loving woman recommends, “Just enjoy life!”
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